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PREFACE 


In  1966,  the  Addiction  Research  Foundation  began  a series  of 
studies  of  drug  use  among  young  people.  This  series  includes  our 
epidemiological  survey  of  high  school  students,  and  general  intensive 
studies  of  selected  drug  user  groups.  The  present  report  is  based  on 
the  field  notes  of  an  ethnographic  study  of  one  such  group  - the 
inhabitants  of  'Yorkville'  in  the  city  of  Toronto.  This  is  an  area 
comparable  in  many  respects  to  the  larger  and  now  famous  Haight-Ashbury 
district  ( ' Hippieland ' ) of  San  Francisco. 

The  study  was  begun  in  an  attempt  to  fill  the  need  for  a 
detached  account  of  a 'hippie'  subculture,  an  important  part  of  the 
total  picture  of  illicit  drug  use  by  teen-agers  and  young  adults. 

The  general  plan  and  methods  were  set  out  by  a foundation  committee 
composed  of  the  following  persons:  R.  G.  Smart  (Chairman),  P.  J.  Giffen, 
R.  E.  Popham,  J.  E.  E.  de  Lint,  W.  Schmidt,  Vernon  H.  K,  Lang,  H.  J. 
Schankula,  David  Jackson,  Gopala  Alampur , and  Eric  Polacsek  (Secretary). 
The  committee  provided  advice  at  every  stage  of  the  project  from  its 
conception  to  the  preparation  of  the  final  report.  The  field  work  in 
Yorkville  *was  done  by  Gopala  Alampur  during  the  period  of  his  employment 
by  David  Jackson  Associates.  This  report  was  written  by  R.  G.  Smart 


and  David  Jackson  on  the  basis  of  Alampur ' s field  notes. 
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I INTRODUCTION 


( i ) Conceptualization 


Various  ways  of  conceptualizing  Yorkville  can  be  suggested. 
Yorkville  is,  of  course,  a geographic  area,  a busy  part  of  a large  city 
with  streets,  roads,  pedestrians,  traffic,  etc.  However,  "Yorkville" 
like  "Hollywood"  creates  an  image  of  particular,  eccentric  styles  of 
life.  It  could  be  seen  as  a kind  of  non-alcoholic  skid  row  for  young 
people  - where  youthful  social  drop-outs  congregate  for  shared  drug 
experiences.  One  could  focus  on  the  drug  marketing  aspect  of  Yorkville 
or  on  its  place  as  a forum  for  non-political  social  rebelling.  Still 
further  efforts  could  be  made  to  see  Yorkville  as  a social  pathology  - 
a manifestation  of  sickness  in  the  larger  society,  or  in  certain 
aspects  of  our  present  family  structure.  One  might,  too,  define 
Yorkville  as  a place  for  psychologically  disturbed  youngsters  - a 
sort  of  undirected  leaderless  milieu  therapy.  Careful  search  of  the 
literature  on  hippie  subcultures  ,-will  demonstrate  that  ,each  of  these 
positions  has  been  taken  by  some  observers.  Although  all  may  have 
some  validity  none  has  that  compellingness  which  derives  from  careful 
study.  There  is  such  a dearth  of  studies  of  Yorkville  and  other 
hippie  subcultures  as  well,  that  any  special  point  of  view  is 
premature . 

The  conceptualization  of  this  particular  study  depends  on 
none  of  the  above  positions.  In  fact,  an  effort  was  made  to 
minimize  conceptual  presuppositions  and  free  the  study  of  any 
special  position.  Broadly  speaking,  this  study  had  an  ethnographic 
framework.  That  is,  Yorkville  was  studied  as  a viable  subculture 
or  set  of  symbolic  and  material  arrangements  made  by  a society 
embedded  in  a larger  society.  As  Howells  has  said  (1963,  p.34) 

"culture  consists  of  everything  that  has  ever  been  accepted  as  a 
way  of  doing  or  thinking,  and  so  taught  by  one  person  to  another". 

We  attempted  to  describe  the  ways  of  doing  and  thinking  which  are 
accepted  in  Yorkville. 

First  of  all,  a description  was  made  of  the  various  groups 
and  subgroups  in  Yorkville  and  estimates  were  made  of  the  size  of 
each  group.  Their  membership  patterns,  ideologies,  and  attitudes 
were  also  studied.  More  difficult  to  study  were  the  inter- 
actions among  the  members  of  the  different  groups  and  the 
relationships  of  each  of  them  with  the  larger  society.  Special 
interest  was  taken  in  the  values,  attitudes  and  opinions  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Yorkville.  In  order  to  give  an  impression  of  the 
general  life  style,  a typical  day  in  Yorkville  is  presented. 

Patterns  of  economic  activity  are  described  because  they 
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are  of  interest  in  any  subculture,  but  particularly  in  one  where 
regular  work  is  derided.  Because  of  their  apparent  uniqueness, 
attention  has  been  given  to  sexual  attitudes  and  behaviour  and  to 
drug  usage  and  the  associated  ideologies.  The  aim  here  has  been  to 
describe  the  Yorkville  subculture  ethnographically  - to  show 
(i)  the  structure  of  the  society,  how  its  members  work  and 
interact  to  satisfy  their  physical  and  emotional  needs,  and  (ii) 
the  symbolic  culture  or  value  systems  associated  with  that 
structure  and  its  maintenance  in  the  midst  of  a different  culture. 

The  general  aim  was  to  descr Lbe  the  culture  through  the 
words  and  perceptions  of  its  members , with  a minimum  of  inter- 
pretation. The  position  taken  is  mainly  a phenomenological  one  - 
i.e.,  that  the  culture  is  as  its  members  describe  it,  although 
contradictions  among  certain  attitudes  or  between  attitudes  and 
behaviours  are  pointed  out.  An  important  task  was  to  avoid 
sensationalism,  or  focusing  on  exotic  sexual  or  drug- taking 
attitudes  or  behaviour.  There  is  a need  to  present  the  culture 
as  a particular  set  of  material  and  symbolic  arrangements  which 
may  be  as  good  or  bad,  as  effective  or  ineffective  as  any  other 
set . 


This  report  presents  the  field  work  from  the  ethno- 
graphic study,  and  the  reader  is  asked  to  see  it  as  preliminary 
and  subject  to  revision  or  expansion.  Slight  effort  has  been 
made  to  place  this  field  work  into  the  current  literature  on 
deviant  subcultures  or  even  that  on  hippie  subcultures.  Nor  is 
there  any  detailed  historical  perspective  on  the  youthful  social 
rebellions  of  which  Yorkville  is  a part.  Lastly,  only  provisional 
attempts  have  been  made  to  generalize  from  the  ethnographic  find- 
ings to  propositions  about  current  North  American  society  as  a 
whole , 


(ii)  Method 


In  this  study  traditional  ethnographic  methods  were  employed. 
These  were  chiefly  participant  observation  and  interviews  with  inform- 
ants. Prior  to  this  study,  a group  interview  was  held  with  people 
who  were  familiar  with  Yorkville,  to  gain  a general  historical 
perspective  on  the  area  and  its  inhabitants.  On  October  27,  1967,  an 
anthropologist  (Gopala  Alampur)  with  ethnographic  experience  went  to 
live  as  a hippie  in  the  village.  He  grew  a beard,  wore  typical 
Yorkville  clothes  and  beads,  and  took  part  in  the  life  of  the  "village" 
until  May  1,  1968.  This  was  essentially  participant  observation, 
although  informants  were  used  later.  The  anthropologist  was  given  a 
modest  budget  for  food  and  cigarettes  as  gifts  for  those  who  visited 
him.  During  the  six  months  of  field  work  his  room  became  so  popular 
that  the  landlord  insisted  he  leave;  a common  experience  for 
residents  of  Yorkville. 
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The  anthropologist  had  little  difficulty  establishing  himself 
in  Yorkville.  He  found  that  friendships  and  social  contacts  of  all 
sorts  were  easily  formed,  even  forced  upon  him  within  his  first  few 
days  in  Yorkville.  Hippies  and  weekenders  were  more  readily 
encountered  than  greasers  or  motorcyclists.  The  anthropologist 
probably  gained  acceptance  for  several  reasons.  When  they  were  avail- 
able, he  gave  food  and  clothing  away  freely  but  did  not  give  money, 
with  the  explanation  that  this  sort  of  philanthropy  could  not  be 
limited.  His  flat  was  probably  warmer  and  better  supplied  with  food 
than  those  of  most  Yorkville  inhabitants.  He  was  a native  of  India 
and  had  made  studies  of  the  Toda  in  India,,  hence  new  cultural 
experiences  did  not  shock  him.  Also,  being  an  Indian  was  helpful  at 
times.  As  will  be  described  later,  Yorkville  inhabitants  are  often 
interested  in  Indian  and  Chinese  religions  including  Hinduism, 

Buddhism  and  Taoism,  and  there  the  anthropologist  was  relatively 
expert.  In  fact,  later  in  his  field  work  several  inhabitants  asked 
him  to  be  their  "guru”  and  to  give  them  regular  lessons  in  Zen 
Buddhism.  In  the  first  weeks  he  passed  around  some  Indian  cigarettes 
(Charmina)  and  the  opinion  developed  that  they  contained  marijuana  ana 
were  intensely  euphoric.  It  might  be  noted,  too,  that  he  had  the  use 
of  a washroom,  a scarce  and  over-crowded  facility  in  Yorkville;  many 
people  came  to  use  it  and  stayed  to  talk.  It  became  known  very  qiiickiy 
that  "everybody  goes  to  Krishna's"  (a  nickname)  and  that,  day  or  night, 
some  sort  of  welcome  would  be  given.  The  anthropologist's  landlord  did 
not  allow  people  to  sleep  in  his  flat  but  in  lieu  of  this  Krishna 
several  times  walked  all  night  with  disturbed  villagers.  Often  hi; 
observational  activities  were  so  numerous  that  he  could  not  find  time 
to  make  notes  on  them. 

To  those  who  asked  he  said  that  he  was  wandering  around  the 
world  studying  various  religions  and  cultures.  Because  he  had 
studied  hill  tribes  in  India  and  was  acquainted  with  cultural 
anthropology  this  explanation  was  accepted.  He  received  no  obvious 
police  protection  so  that  his  special  status  was  not  obvious.  He 
told  those  who  were  interested  that  he  planned  to  write  a book  about 
his  experiences  in  Yorkville. 

It  seems  likely  that  he  saw  most  aspects  of  Yorkville  life  at 
first  hand.  He  observed  all  types  of  drug  usage  in  many  sorts  of 
users,  met  people  from  every  area  of  village  life,  saw  the  transition 
of  many  persons  into  and  out  of  the  village,  and  frequently  went  to  the 
favourite  Yorkville  hangouts.  His  flat  almost  always  had  a few 
villagers  in  it  and  at  times  was  filled  to  overflowing.  All  types  of 
villagers,  male  and  female,  drug  users  and  criminals,  weekenders  and 
hippies,  motorcyclists  and  greasers,  came  to  his  place  at  various 
times  and  talked  spontaneously. 

The  anthropologist  made  tape  recordings  of  conversations  in 
his  room  and  in  other  areas  of  the  "village".  Twenty-nine  informants 
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from  all  important  groups  in  Yorkville  were  interviewed  for  a total  of 
two  to  six  hours  each.  These  interviews  covered  current  attitudes, 
opinions  and  values  as  well  as  family  background , motivations  for  enter- 
ing Yorkville,  length  of  membership  in  Yorkville,  and  the  individual’s 
status  and  role  in  Yorkville.  Also,  interviews  were  held  with  police 
officials,  physicians,  social  workers,  ministers,  and  lawyers  who  work 
in  the  Yorkville  area.  The  anthropologist  kept  a daily  diary  where  all 
important  conversations,  observations,  and  discussions  with  inhabitants 
were  noted. 

The  census  was  made  by  counting  all  people  on  the  streets  and 
in  the  shops  of  Yorkville  at  various  times  of  the  day  and  night  for 
seven  days.  This  was  done  to  give  a picture  of  how  numerous  the  various 
types  of  inhabitants  were  at  different  times. 


(iii)  History  of  the  Hippie  Movement 

Yorkville  has  become  important  chiefly  because  it  is  associaced 
with  the  hippie  movement.  This  movement,  the  ethos  and  expectations 
associated  with  it, have  become  the  major  theme  of  Yorkville.  To  under- 
stand the  hippie  movement  adequately  some  sort  of  historical  perspective 
would  be  helpful.  Although  large  and  influential,  this  movement  is 
difficult  to  trace  historically  because  of  its  spontaneity  and  lack  o' 
formal  organization.  Various  pieces  of  historical  information  are 
included  in  works  by  Simmons  and  Winograd  (1966),  Solomon  (1964), 

Lipton  (1959),  Yablonsky  (1968),  and  Berger  (1967),  but  none  of  them  is 
very  extensive.  No  effort  is  made  to  be  comprehensive  in  this  historical 
survey  and  the  aim  is  merely  to  indicate  a few  general  trends. 

® The  psychedelic  community  began  in  the  late  1950 's  with  the  use 

of  peyote  and  mescaline.  In  1961  and  1962,  lysergic  acid  (LSD)  was  used 
in  New  York's  Greenwich  Village  by  a group  referred  to  as  the 
"bohemians”  or  "beat"  generation;  LSD  moved  west  to  San  Francisco  Bay 
Area  by  1964.  It  was  around  this  time  that  the  hippie  movement  began. 

The  hippie  community  increased  rapidly  as  a result  of  the 
Kesey  Acid  Tests  held  in  Big  Sur , California,  in  August  of  1965. 

Ken  Kesey,  novelist  and  author  of  two  bestsellers,  held  gatherings  at 
which  the  refreshments,  mostly  punch,  contained  LSD.  It  is  thought 
that  as  a result  of  these  gatherings  10,000  people  experienced  an 
LSD  adventure  ("trip").  In  the  early  part  of  1966  the  Haight-Ashbury 
district,  near  Golden  Gate  Park  in  San  Francisco,  became  the  mecca 
for  hippies.  From  different  parts  of  North  America  young  people 
headed  for  the  "Haight",  having  heard  of  it  in  folk  rock  and  acid 
rock  music;  from  mass  media  and  word  of  mouth. 
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The  hippie  population  continued  to  grow  throughout  the  1960 's 
undergoing  several  changes  - one  being  that  the  population  became 
younger.  In  several  other  parts  of  the  world,  for  example,  Canada, 
England  and  Belgium,  hippie  communities  have  developed  almost 
simultaneously.  There  have  been  no  leaders  or  oi’ganizers  - the 
hippie  philosophy  is,  ''There  are  no  prophets,  do  your  own  thing  and 
be  yourself*'. 

Hippies  often  give  the  impression  that  they  are  the  guard's 
van  of  a new  social  express.  In  fact,  several  observers  (Berger, 

1967;  Adler,  1967)  have  shown  that  the  movement  has  important 
historical  determinants.  One  of  these  observers,  Adler,  has  shown 
that  social  protest  movements  similar  to  those  of  the  hippies  have 
often  occurred  in  the  past  and  that  the  present  movement  is  only  one 
of  a series  created  by  peculiar  cultural  situations.  The  reader  is 
directed  to  his  analysis,  as  a discussion  of  it  is  beyond  the  scope 
of  this  report. 


(iv)  History  of  Yorkville 

Yorkville  has  achieved  such  a prominent  image  that  many 
believe  it  to  be  a large  segment  of  the  city,  but  it  comprises  only 
a few  city  blocks.  The  geographic  dimensions  of  Yorkville  are 
shown  on  the  map  (fig.  1)  with  shaded  areas  depicting  centres  of 
major  activity.  The  regular  inhabitants  do  not  limit  themselves  to 
these  geographic  boundaries.  Many  prefer  not  to  live  in  the  village 
itself  because  it  is  expensive  and  under  constant  police  surveillance. 
However,  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  live  within  a five  block 
radius , 


In  the  late  1950 ' s Yorkville  was  an  area  of  fashionable 
clothing  stores  and  expensive  restaurants.  Flats  above  these 
stores  were  often  rented  to  artists,  folk  singers,  university 
students,  and  people  in  a variety  of  other  occupations.  Yorkville 
became  a beatnik  area  in  the  1950 's  and  in  the  late  1950 's  many 
beatniks  moved  from  the  Gerrard  Street  area,  which  was  being 
gradually  torn  down.  At  this  time  coffee  houses  offering  espresso 
and  sometimes  folk  music  began  to  open  in  the  area.  These  coffee 
houses  usually  had  outdoor  tables  which  attracted  young  people; 
they  have  remained  important  in  the  present  Yorkville  scene,  at 
least  for  weekenders.  Soon,  many  people  began  to  stroll  in  the 
area,  looking  in  shop  windows  and  at  people  in  the  outdoor  coffee 
houses.  These  establishments  seemed  to  do  a brisk  business  at 
night,  on  weekend  nights  especially.  They  therefore  increased 
in  number,  eventually  bringing  even  more  people  into  the  area  for 
recreational  purposes. 


AVENUE  ROAD 


BLOOR  STREET  WEST 


MAT  OF  YORKVILLE 


fig.  1 
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Why  the  area  became  a hippie  residence  is  still  uncertain. 
Probably  many  potential  hippies  were  attracted  by  the  coffee  houses 
where  the  entertainment  shifted  from  folk  to  folk  rock,  rock,  and 
acid-rock  around  1965.  These  places  would  have  offered  meeting  places, 
entertainment,  and  occasional  employment  for  hippies.  They  did  not 
exist  in  any  other  area  of  the  city  and  they  were  embedded  in  an  area 
of  rooming  houses  and  cheap  flats  - ideal  living  quarters  for  unemployed 
young  people  living  away  from  home.  The  detailed  history  of  Yorkville 
as  a hippie  subculture  has  not  been  written  yet  and  perhaps  it  never  can 
be.  So  few  people  stay  in  Yorkville  more  than  a few  years  that  almost 
no  one  has  a historical  perspective  to  record. 

The  reasons  for  the  appearance  of  psychedelic  drugs  in  Yorkville 
are  also  unknown.  The  beatniks  who  preceded  the  hippies  in  Yorkville 
probably  used  alcohol  and  marijuana  both  (see  for  example,  Lipton,  1959), 
and  at  least  some  of  them  became  part  of  the  hippie  movement.  It  is 
clear  that  marijuana  and  LSD  were  being  used  extensively  for  psychedelic 
purposes  in  1963  in  places  such  as  Berkeley,  Greenwich  Village, 
Haight-Ashbury , and  Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  Probably  some  Yorkville 
inhabitants  were  drug-using  emigrants  from  these  earlier  hippie  sub- 
cultures. Others  merely  copied  styles  of  life  which  they  believed 
defined  a state  of  grace  for  hippies.  In  any  case,  marijuana  and  LSD 
were  being  frequently  used  by  1965.  By  1967  a wide  variety  of 
psychedelic  and  psychoactive  drugs  were  offered  for  sale  and  most  found 
eager  buyers  in  Yorkville. 


Physical  Setting  and  the  Festive  Appearance 

Surprisingly,  few  shops  and  restaurants  in  Yorkville  cater  to 
the  needs  of  the  villagers.  Some  shops  stock  the  latest  psychedelic 
badges  and  buttons,  incense,  bells  and  various  other  items  that  the 
villagers  want  and  can  afford.  A few  restaurants  allow  hippies  to  sit 
until  the  restaurant  becomes  crowded,  but  those  who  are  not  prepared  to 
order  and  pay  for  food  are  put  out.  Since  many  villagers  have  no 
permanent  address,  one  or  two  shops  allow  their  addresses  to  be  used, 
and  incoming  letters  for  various  people  are  pinned  on  a notice  board. 

According  to  the  time  of  day,  week,  and  year,  the  population 
changes  in  growth  and  substance,  to  create  sharp  contrasts  between  the 
setting  and  the  inhabitants.  At  times,  the  inhabitants  and  the  setting 
accentuate  one  another  and  at  other  times  they  clash.  It  is  not 
unusual  to  see  people  in  different  wild  modes  of  dress  sitting  on  curbs 
or  wherever  they  can  find  a place,  watching  other  people  in  equally 
different  dress  strolling  by.  During  the  day  the  streets  are  quiet  and 
almost  empty  with  the  exception  of  a few  villagers  and  some  shoppers. 

At  night  the  activity  increases  as  the  streets  become  crowded  with 
people  walking  or  driving  cars.  Most  of  these  people  are  not 
villagers  but  people  who  come  to  observe  it  ("tourists"). 
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From  Friday  afternoons  to  Sunday  afternoons  a festival  atmos- 
phere prevails.  Visitors  outnumber  the  natives;  teenagers  wander 
aimlessly  up  and  down  the  street.  People  appear  in  garish,  colourful 
costumes.  It  is  not  unusual  to  see  some  wearing  shorts  and  going 
barefoot  in  mid-winter.  Most  are  in  a lively  holiday  mood,  some 
carrying  lighted  incense  and  some  with  designs  painted  on  their 
bodies.  Popcorn  salesmen  find  a ready  market  for  their  wares  and 
the  coffee  houses  are  full.  Some  of  the  girls  make  paper  flowers 
which  they  carry  as  they  wander  around.  They  may  give  the  flowers 
to  their  boy-friends  or  try  to  sell  them.  Artists  are  often  seen 
drawing  portraits  on  the  streets.  One  can  find  people  roaming  the 
streets  of  Yorkville  at  almost  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night. 

Villagers  living  on  Yorkville  Avenue  also  enjoy  the  weekend  nights 
peering  through  their  windows  at  the  large  crowd  of  weekenders. 


II  THE  FOUR  MAJOR  GROUPS 


( i)  Introduction 


Very  few  people  in  Yorkville  like  the  labels  usually  applied  to 
thenio  During  the  interviews  for  this  study  no  one  was  willing  to  say 
they  were  a hippie.  Even  those  considered  hippies  by  others  in  the 
village  answered  the  question,  "Are  you  a hippie?",  with,  "I  am  I" 
or  "I  am  a person".  However,  when  we  talked  to  people  they  used  many 
terms  in  describing  the  various  groups.  But  it  is  essential  to 
divide  the  major  groups  into  some  "ideal  types"  if  we  are  to  describe 
the  people  in  the  village  and  how  they  relate  to  each  other. 

The  following  "types"  of  persons  frequent  Yorkville  in  addition 
to  those  who  make  up  the  main  body  of  village  inhabitants.  For  the 
most  part  they  are  of  minor  importance  compared  to  the  four  main  groups 
described  later. 

Tourists  - the  people  who  walk  or  drive  through  Yorkville  but 
have  little  contact  with  the  residents. 

Bohemians  - the  artists  who  write  or  paint  or  sculpt.  They  may 
live  near  the  village  but  they  are  generally  older  than  most 
villagers.  They  too  have  little  regular  contact  with  the 
Yorkville  community.  They  consider  it  "uncool". 

Rounders  - the  professional  criminals  who  make  their  head- 
quarters "down  town"  but  come  to  the  village  occasionally  to 
negotiate  the  sales  of  drugs.  They  have  had  very  little  to  do 
with  the  life  of  Yorkville  but  there  are  constant  rumors  that 
they  are  "moving  in", 

Narcs  and  The  Man  or  Fuzz  - are  the  RCMP  undercover  agents 
from  the  narcotics  squad  and  the  city  police  in  uniform  or 
plainclothes.  They  are  generally  hated  and  feared  by  the 
groups  in  Yorkville  although  a few  will  give  the  uniformed 
police  credit  because  they  are  "just  trying  to  do  their  job". 

Diggers  - this  is  a group  of  hippies  who  originated  in  the 
Haight-Ashbury  section  of  San  Francisco,  They  were  estab- 
lished as  an  important  counter-hippie  movement  by  the  support 
of  the  U.S.A.  Office  of  Economic  Opportunity.  In  Canada, 
at  least  some  of  their  leaders  are  financially  supported  by 
the  Company  of  Young  Canadians.  They  are  dedicated  to  helping 
other  hippies  by  providing  the  physical  necessities  of  food 
and  shelter.  They  also  perform  a wide  spectrum  of  services 
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such  as  helping  hippies  to  find  medical  service  when  they 
are  under  the  influence  of  drugs „ The  diggers  have  a house 
adjacent  to  Yorkville  where  they  provide  food  and  lodging 
for  destitute  young  people. 

Teeny-boppers  - are  those  under  16  years  of  age  who  come  to 
the  village  dressed  in  hippie  garb  attempting  to  take  part 
in  the  life  of  Yorkville.  They  are  a subgroup  of  the  week- 
enders described  below. 

Persons  in  these  "types"  are  important  but  far  less  so  than 
those  in  the  four  major  groups  who  make  up  Yorkville. 

Hippie 

Weekender 

Motor  Cycle  Gang  Members 
Greaser 

We  will  first  describe  each  of  these  "ideal  types"  in  detail. 
Later  their  frequency  interrelationships  and  their  connections 
with  the  outside  world  will  be  discussed. 


ii)  The  Hippie 

Hippies  are  typically  between  the  ages  of  16  and  24  years 
with  an  average  age  of  about  19  or  20.  About  60  per  cent  are  males. 

One  of  the  most  distinctive  features  of  the  hippie  in  Yorkville 
is  his  appearance.  There  is  no  uniform  but  there  is  a costume  - a style 
characterized  by  comfort,  freedom,  and  eccentricity.  Hippies  are  set 
apart  by  their  shabbiness;  torn  and  dirty  clothes  with  worn  shoes. 

During  the  winter  some  wrap  rags  around  their  shoes  to  keep  their  feet 
warm.  In  the  summer  many  pad  along  the  pavements  barefoot.  In  the 
words  of  one  hippie  girl  "The  villagers  wear  clothes  that  are  easy  and 
comfortable.  Women  wear  slacks  and  sweaters.  Boys  wear  jeans." 

The  costume  aspect  in  the  hippie  dress  is  designed  to  reflect 
individuality  so  that  hippies  may  look  alike  in  characteristics 
such  as  long  hair,  dirty  clothes  and  beads,  but  each  is  dressed  to 
portray  a unity.  One  hippie  wore  a head  band,  rose  beads,  high 
boots  and  a coat  with  a hood.  He  carried  a staff  which  gave  the 

entire  costume  a biblical  air.  To  add  to  the  element  of  self  express- 
ion some  hippies  decorate  their  bodies,  especially  the  face  and  hands. 
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with  paintings  of  flowers  and  other  designs.  They  also  write  inscript- 
ions such  as  "love”,  "flower  powers",  or  "LSD"  on  their  clothes. 

Badges  with  inscriptions  are  commonly  worn,  some  based  on  humans, 
others  with  political  or  sexual  slogans  such  as  ; 

"Irish  Power" 

"Hare  Krishna" 

"Speed  Kills" 

" No,  No,  a 1000  times  No" 

"Wink  and  I will  do  the  rest" 

"Oral  Sex  Prevents  Pregnancies" 

There  are  carefree  child-like  playful  features  to  their  dress 
expressed  in  beads,  bells  and  the  flowers  which  some  carry  in  their 
hands.  The  poncho  is  a popular  costume,  often  worn  with  high  boots 
to  which  bells  are  attached.  There  are  no  limits  to  the  number  of 
necklaces  and  beads  that  are  worn.  Some  are  made  from  animal  teeth, 
bones,  various  nuts  or  beans,  shells,  chains,  leather  straps,  and 
various  talismans. 

In  many  instances,  their  hair  is  worn  long  and  usually  un- 
combed, yet  there  is  a certain  charm  and  style  in  its  appearance. 

Beards  of  every  dimension  bristle,  flow  and  sprout  from  the  young 
mens’  chins.  The  general  impression  is  that  "I  am  different", 

"I  am  unique;  I am  relaxed  and  having  fun;  and  I don't  care  what 
the  conventional  world  thinks  of  it." 

Hippies  generally  do  not  work  and  some  would  attribute  this 
to  mere  laziness.  However,  the  hippie  resents  work  because  he  sees  it 
as  forcing  conformity  to  an  oppressive  system.  They  resent  giving  up 
eight  hours  of  their  day  to  a boss.  Their  goal  is  to  simplify  the 
complex  systems  of  society  and  this  leads  them  to  decry  bureaucracy, 
status  and  the  power  games  which  are  so  evident  in  most  organizations. 
Thus,  they  repudiate  the  protestant  ethic  and  do  as  little  work  as 
possible.  Most  hippies  are  not  conventionally  acquisitive  and  they 
totally  reject  materialistic  goals.  In  discussing  their  attitude  to 
work,  there  is  an  element  of  asceticism  where  they  strive  for 
freedom  from  the  oppression  created  by  possessions.  Thus,  the 
shabby  dress  and  lack  of  permanent  living  accommodation  makes  sense 
in  ethical  terms . 

With  this  asceticism  is  a curious  mixture  of  hedonism.  One 
hippie  explained  his  philosophy  in  these  words:  "To  hell  with  it, 

I don't  care.  I want  to  live  life  the  easiest,  fastest  way."  If 
hippies  do  want  to  work,  their  appearance  bars  them  from  most  jobs. 
Generally,  they  work  at  menial  tasks  such  as  dishwashing.  Because 
they  have  little  money,  they  often  are  without  a place  to  live. 
"Crashing",  or  staying  with  someone  else  who  has  a room,  is  common. 

In  the  summer  they  often  sleep  outside.  Some,  in  desperation,  sleep  in 
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garages  or  hallways  of  apartments,  but  they  usually  stay  within  a 
twenty-block  radius  of  the  village „ The  most  common  ways  of  obtain- 
ing money  are  begging  or  bumjning , selling  drugs,  part-time  work  which 
includes  selling  the  local  village  newspaper,  and  petty  crime  such  as 
theft  or  prostitution. 

"Doing  your  own  thing"  is  the  term  the  Yorkville  hippies  use 
to  express  their  desire  for  independence.  This  implies  that  one 
should  act  independently  of  the  opinion  of  others  and  submit  to  no 
group  control.  Whether  this  is  a conscious  wish  on  their  part  or 
a result  of  "abnormal"  personalities  is  open  to  question.  One 
villager  described  them  as  "a  lot  of  schizophrenics  who  find  it  hard 
to  fit  into  patterns".  Whatever  the  cause,  they  are  repelled  by 
organizations.  The  hippies  have  no  chosen  leaders  and  they  form  no 
governing  structures.  Perhaps  it  is  this  resistance  to  conforming 
to  any  norms  - even  those  described  as  typical  of  hippies  - which 
sets  them  apart  from  society  and  from  the  other  Yorkville  groups. 

A weekender  summarized  the  hippie  philosophy  as  follows; 

"They  want  to  be  independent  and  equal.  Instead  of 
a fight  with  the  school  system,  the  government,  the 
police,  etc,,  they  now  have  a fight  on  a more  basic 
level  for  a place  to  sleep;  food;  a fight  for  fun 
through  drugs.  But  these  fights  are  for  simple  things 
which  they  can  visualize.  They  can’t  see  themselves 
fighting  in  the  complex  structure.  They  were  fighting 
for  things  that  they  didn't  know  anything  about.  The 
fight  was  because  their  parents  told  them  to.  But  now 
in  the  village  they  can  see  what  they  are  fighting  for 
- things  are  real." 

Their  disregard  for  convention  extends  into  such  basic  con- 
cepts as  time.  Hippies,  as  well  as  other  groups  in  Yorkville, 
usually  stay  up  most  of  the  night  and  sleep  until  the  afternoon. 

Their  time  sense  is  present  oriented.  Plans  for  tomorrow  or  for 
life  in  the  future  are  either  vague  or  grossly  unrealistic. 

Crucial  to  the  definition  of  a Yorkville  hippie  is  that  he 
uses  drugs.  Again,  this  is  not  exclusive  to  the  hippie  in  the 
village.  As  one  villager  put  it,  "Hippies  won't  accept  anyone  who 
dresses  well  or  doesn't  take  drugs."  Thus,  drug-taking  is  a 
necessary  but  not  sufficient  requirement  for  being  a hippie.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  drug-taking  is  an  extremely  important  part  of  the 
hippie's  life.  Analyses  of  many  long  interviews  with  hippies 
reveals  that  drug  use  is  a prevailing  theme.  Questions  about  where 
to  get  them,  what  types  to  use,  expected  reactions,  who  takes  what, 
recur  over  and  over.  As  one  hippie  described  it,  "For  the  real 
hippie  the  only  kind  of  recreation  is  drugs."  For  most  hippies 
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the  preferred  drugs  are  marijuana  and  LSD;  and  drugs  such  as  alcohol,  glue 
and  amphetamines  are  much  less  important, 

A hippie  described  a typical  day  in  which  drug  use  is  the  focus: 

"People  in  the  village  have  rituals.  You  wake  up  and 
go  to  the  restaurant;  go  to  the  church;  meet  different 
people  to  maintain  and  reassure  self  identification; 
talk  about  various  people  that  have  been  high  the 
night  before;  exchange  gifts  - necklaces  and  rings; 
to  be  someone's  girlfriend  or  old  lady  and  to  find 
some  place  to  crash;  pass  news.  The  main  point  of 
their  life  is  talking  with  other  hippies.  Drugs  are 
the  focal  point  of  their  conversation.  And  it  is  their 
purpose  for  day  to  day  existence.  They  want  to  talk 
about  how  they  have  been  high  the  previous  day  and  how 
they  will  be  high  today.  They  dream  of  going  places 
like  India.  Their  recreation  is  putting  on  an  act  for 
other  people." 

Among  hippies,  knowledge  of  philosophy,  religion  and  psychology 
carry  prestige.  They  are  particularly  attracted  to  Oriental  and 
Indian  religions  as  well  as  to  mysticism  and  spiritualism.  In  Ruth 
Benedict's  terms  (1934)  they  put  greater  value  on  activities  which 
allow  them  to  escape  from  reality  than  those  which  allow  them  to  deal 
with  reality.  Yet,  their  knowledge  of  these  subjects  is  superficial. 
Religious  and  philosophic  terms  are  used  more  to  make  a good  impress- 
ion than  to  communicate  substantial  meaning.  As  might  be  expected 
there  is  little  attempt  to  struggle  with  or  study  these  philosophic 
issues.  Philosophical  books  are  carried  but  infrequently  read; 
religions  such  as  Zen  Buddhism  are  often  talked  of  but  rarely 
understood . 

Hippies  are  the  most  intelligent  and  intellectual  of  the 
groups  in  Yorkville.  They  enjoy  parties  and  music  - especially 
rhythmic  hypnotic  types.  Their  commitment  to  peaceful  pursuits  is 
paralleled  by  passive  behaviour  on  the  street.  It  is  not  unusual  for 
a hippie  to  be  beaten  up  by  more  aggressive  members  of  the  village. 

With  this  nonviolent  image  goes  a reputation  for  being  quiet.  One 
villager  said  of  them  "They  are  not  big  mouths  They  keep  their  cool.” 

Amicable  and  accepting  relationships  with  others  is  part  of 
the  hippie  life  style  which  has  diffused  through  the  entire 
Yorkville  community.  All  groups  recognize  this  as  a valuable  feature 
of  the  village.  For  the  hippie,  communal  living  is  appealing  and  many 
subscribe  to  an  unstructured  socialism  which  could  be  simply 
characterized  as  "helping  others."  Relationships  with  others  or  to 
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use  their  term  "to  love  or  groove  on  others"  is  important  to  the 
hippies.  Perhaps  this  is  so  because  they  have  had  difficulty 
relating  to  others  in  a satisfying  way.  Many  describe  themselves 
as  shy  and  lonely  before  they  came  to  the  village.  When  they 
discuss  their  past  or  their  plans  for  the  future  there  is  a strong 
interest  in  dealing  with  people.  They  recall  earlier  occupational 
ambitions  to  become  psychologists,  veterinarians  or  entertainers. 
Usually  they  preferred  literature  and  humanities  in  school  and 
were  least  interested  in  mathematics  and  science. 

On  to  this  concern  with  human  relationships  has  been  grafted 
the  concept  of  free  love.  Relationships,  while  important,  are 
generally  transitory.  Sexual . relations  are  seen  as  an  aspect  of 
human  relationships  and  hippies  enter  into  them  easily  without  the 
concern  for  lasting  fidelity  with  people  in  the  "straight" 
world.  While  a hippie  boy  and  girl  might  have  intercourse  on  the 
first  night  they  meet,  this  does  not  mean  that  they  "would  hop  into 
bed  with  anyone".  If  you  like  the  person,  a relationship  is  formed 
and  sexual  relations  follow  naturally.  The  important  factor  is  that 
relationships  are  not  intended  to  be  binding  before  sexual  relations 
can  ensue.  In  the  jargon  of  the  street,  many  are  "one  night  stands". 
Sometimes  couples  live  together  for  several  months.  The  rituals  of 
courting  and  institutions  of  legal  marriage  are  merely  another 
restriction  of  the  hated  "system".  For  this  reason  children  are  not 
desired  by  the  couples.  Conception  is  usually  seen  as  an  unfortunate 
mistake  which  the  girl  must  deal  with  alone.  She  has  the  alter- 
natives of  abortion,  adoption  through  the  Children's  Aid  Socity,  or 
keeping  her  child  and  leaving  Yorkville. 

Most  Yorkville  hippies  come  from  middle  class  homes;  their 
fathers  are  salesmen,  clerks,  executives  and  professionals.  It  is 
notable  that  the  hippie  and  the  weekender  seem  to  be  uninvolved  in 
class  struggles  which  are  common  topics  among  greasers  and  motor- 
cycle gang  members.  In  the  words  of  one  hippie,  "Status  is  not  our 
hang  up". 

Hippies  have  made  at  least  a temporary  break  with  their 
families.  In  most  cases  the  family  is  remembered  as  an  unhappy 
environment  from  which  the  hippie  felt  he  must  escape.  Some  hippies 
are  products  of  broken  marriages,  while  others  describe  a family  where 
children  did  not  fit  in.  Either  he  was  "different"  or  the  parents 
were  able  to  give  little  in  terms  of  understanding  and  emotional 
security.  Whatever  the  cause,  the  hippie  recalls  he  wanted  out. 

Thus,  the  emphasis  on  "freedom"  heard  so  often  in  Yorkville,  in 
part  reflects  the  hippie's  escape  from  an  unsatisfying  family  life. 
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(iii)  The  Weekender 


Weekenders  range  from  12  to  20  years  with  an  average  age  around 
17.  About  60  per  cent  are  males  as  in  the  hippie  group. 

Weekenders  are  substantially  different  from  hippies.  They  have 
various  social  and  ethnic  backgrounds.  They  do  not  come  to  Yorkville 
only  to  look  at  the  residents  as  do  "tourists",  but  to  participate  in 
the  village  life  for  the  weekend.  Consciously  or  unconsciously,  they 
identify  with  the  different  groups  in  the  village,  and  take  pride 
in  building  associations  with  the  natives  according  to  their  group 
identifications . 

The  "teeny  hoppers"  are  the  youngest  segment  of  this  group. 

They  are  shunned  by  the  residents  because  association  with  them  could 
cause  their  arrest  on  charges  of  contributing  to  juvenile  delinquency. 
Some  of  these  are  "runaways",  children  who  have  impulsively  left  home 
and  now  look  for  refuge  in  Yorkville. 

A few  weekenders  between  15  and  16  years  of  age  are  mainly 
interested  in  creating  mischief  and  taking  drugs ; a typical  exploit 
consists  of  throwing  eggs  in  the  street.  Being  chased  is  fun  and 
carrying  a gun  or  knife  is  a mark  of  prestige.  These  young  people, 
who  rarely  gain  hippie  acceptance  are  curious  about  the  various  drugs 
that  are  available.  For  the  most  part  they  are  willing  to  buy  mild 
hallucinogens  such  as  marijuana.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  hear  a young 
weekender  say  he  has  saved  all  his  money  before  coming  to  the  village, 
"to  buy  some  stuff". 

Most  weekenders  are  students  in  high  school  or  university  but 
some  are  permanently  employed.  Some  are  fond  of  the  party  atmosphere 
of  Yorkville  on  the  weekend,  while  others  are  searching  for  drugs  or 
sex . 


Occasionally  an  employed  weekender  will  live  in  Yorkville  but 
usually  they  live  with  their  parents  or  in  apartments  in  other  parts 
of  Toronto.  Many  weekenders  travel  to  Yorkville  regularly  from 
communities  within  100  miles  of  the  city. 

A typical  weekender  described  the  attraction  of  Yorkville  in  the 
following  way: 

"If  I didn't  live  in  this  part  of  town  there's  an 
excellent  chance  I would  come  down  here  anyway.  In 
the  village  there  is  one  chance  in  ten  that  I'll  find 
someone  to  communicate  with.  In  Scarborough  or 
Etobicoke  there  is  hardly  any  chance  at  all.  The  only 
thing  I feel  I have  in  common  with  the  people  in 
Yorkville  is  that  I enjoy  music.  I'm  not  embarrassed 
to  walk  along  and  sit  in  front  of  a restaurant  and 
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strum  my  guitar.  It's  hard  to  be  free  like  that  in  any 
other  part  of  the  city.  Basically,  I am  a very  straight 
thinking  person.  I enjoy  turning  on  once  in  a while. 

Basically,  the  kids  come  down  on  the  weekend  for  laughs 
and  grass. 

Weekenders  bring  colour,  charm,  and  money  to  Yorkville.  They  wear 
more  expensive  and  more  colourful  clothing  than  the  other  groups.  Bell 
bottom  pants,  brightly  coloured  shirts,  and  psychedelic  patterned 
mini-skirts  are  common.  Unlike  hippies,  they  are  always  clean  and  well 
groomed.  Whether  their  costume  is  designed  to  harmonize  with  the 
motorcycle  gang,  the  hippie  or  the  greaser,  it  is  always  more  expensive 
and  more  conservative  than  is  typical  of  those  groups.  This  difference 
was  described  in  condescending  terms  by  one  weekender  girl,  "Most 
hippie  girls  wear  long  straight  hair.  The  old  ladies,  (girl  friends  of 
the  motorcycle  gangs)  - these  are  the  broads  with  teased  hair,  black 
eye  makeup  and  cheap-looking  dresses". 

The  weekenders'  visits  are  not  always  restricted  to  the  weekends. 
On  a sunny  day  in  early  spring  the  village  is  peopled  mostly  by  week- 
enders who  are  truant  from  school.  Some  can  be  seen  sitting  on  the 
sidewalk  trying  to  do  their  homework. 

When  the  weekenders  come  they  bring  money.  They  can  frequent 
the  shops  and  coffee  houses  and  they  can  buy  drugs.  A weekender 
generally  buys  drugs  from  a friend  who  is  a hippie,  who  in  turn  buys 
from  a pusher.  A weekender  is  part  of  both  worlds  - he  enjoys  "pot" 
parties  and  other  activities  at  the  village  and  he  often  carries  "stuff" 
back  for  parties  at  home  or  at  a friend's  house.  Some  are  pushers  in 
their  own  school  or  office. 

People  from  Toronto  who  enter  the  village  as  permanent  resi- 
dents generally  begin  as  weekenders.  As  one  hippie  describes  it,  "They 
start  off  listening  to  the  Beatles  and  hearing  their  friends  talk 
about  Yorkville,"  He  attributes  their  entrance  into  village  life  to 
the  realization  that,  "What  is  happening  is  not  a social  renaissance. 
People  are  smoking  pot," 

The  weekenders,  or  "plastic  hippies"  as  many  of  the  village 
residents  call  them,  are  not  committed  to  a group  in  Yorkville.  They 
are  in  a state  of  transition,  and  will  eventually  become  committed  to 
a village  group  or  they  will  leave  having  satisfied  their  curiosity. 

The  following  cases  are  examples  of  the  diversity  found  within  the 
older  weekender  group. 

Phil  has  lived  near  Yorkville  for  six  months  and  has 
been  going  down  to  the  village  for  one  and  a half 
years.  He  feels  that  he  could  write  a book  about 
acid.  He  has  taken  30  trips.  "When  I was  in 
university  I knew  I wan't  enjoying  life  but  I 
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didn't  know  why."  Phil  has  tried  grass,  acid  and  hash. 
When  asked  why  he  started  on  drugs,  he  said  he  wan't 
convinced.  At  first  he  didn't  believe  it  when  people 
told  of  how  fantastic  it  was.  He  watched,  saw  some 
drug  effects  and  liked  them. 

His  parents  are  conservatives.  He  regards  himself  as 
a liberal.  He  feels  his  parents  have  no  interests  or 
goals  in  life.  They  are  " up  tight  all  the  time".  He 
doesn't  want  to  be  that  way.  Phil  remembers  his 
parents  trying  to  mold  him  into  a plastic  model.  It 
wasn't  what  he  wanted  to  be.  There  was  a big  hassle 
over  staying  up  late,  friends  they  didn't  want  him  to 
associate  with,  and  his  sexual  attitudes.  He  spent 
three  summers  working  in  a factory  lifting  paper.  He 
hated  it.  He  started  hating  the  university  system. 

He  didn't  like  the  way  people  were  forced  to  work  in 
factories  under  unreasonable  conditions. 

On  a typical  weekend,  he  would  drop  acid  on  a Friday 
night.  The  next  day  he  would  hang  around  the  village 
all  day.  At  night  he  would  have  people  over  to  his 
apartment.  "On  the  weekend  I never  accomplished  any- 
thing." 


Ed  guesses  that  he  is  a weekender.  He  feels  that  he 
is  almost  a straight  person.  He  has  used  a little  grass 
but  he  has  not  done  up  in  almost  six  months  and  he  has 
never  dropped  acid.  He  took  marijuana  once,  "It  was  a 
good  trip,  great,  but  I never  want  to  try  it  again," 

He  finds  there  is  always  something  new  when  he  comes  to 
Yorkville.  He  meets  and  talks  to  people.  He  plays 
chess  and  meets  old  friends.  Once  he  came  for  a day  and 
a night.  He  slept  in  the  park  and  a garage  and  then 
went  to  a favourite  Yorkville  restaurant.  He 
described  it  as  a fun  trip.  Now  at  one  or  two  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  he  goes  home  and  comes  back  about  six 
o'clock  the  next  evening.  He  comes  on  Friday  night,  on 
Saturday  and  on  Sunday.  Lately  he  has  been  coming  down 
for  threeor  four  hours.  He  feels  that  he  is  slowly 
drifting  away  becuase  there  are  so  many  new  people  here. 
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He  doesn't  know  anybody  any  more.  He  tried  drugs  because 
he  was  curious.  It  is  not  as  expensive  as  drinking  but  he 
likes  drinking  too. 

His  parents  get  along  well.  He  lived  at  home  for  18  years  - 
he  is  now  21.  His  father  was  a seaman.  He  never  really  did 
know  his  father  when  he  was  young.  He  lived  mostly  with 
women  and  his  brother  who  is  two  years  younger.  They 
played  around  the  fishing  boats  and  the  shore.  He  loves 
the  water.  He  remembers  summer  picnics  and  fairs  in  the 
fall  and  electric  storms.  His  father  taught  him  to  hunt. 

He  was  a boy  cub  and  a scout.  Ed  likes  discipline,  the 
idea  of  cleanliness  and  helping  other  people.  He  went  as 
far  as  grade  12  but  he  didn't  take  his  junior  matriculation. 
At  the  present  time  he  is  a student,  in  a technical 
institute.  He  says  he  is  just  about  ready  to  settle  down, 
but  he  would  like  to  travel  first.  His  plans  are  to  get 
a job  doing  electronics  or  communication  equipment 
maintenance . 

He  knows  a few  guys  in  the  motorcycle  gang.  He  did  know  a 
couple  of  guys  who  did  up  all  the  time.  Anytime  you  walk 
through  Yorkville,  he  says,  you  can  walk  into  someone  who 
is  high.  Ed  has  no  close  associations  in  the  village  now. 


( iv)  Motorcycle  Gang 

The  weekenders  may  be  faint  carbon  copies  of  the  other  three 
groups  in  Yorkville  but  the  motorcycle  gangs  stand  apart  distinctly 
in  dress,  values  and  behaviour.  They  are  the  oldest  of  the  groups  and 
range  from  18  to  28  years.  All  official  motorcyclists  are  males  but 
women  are  associated  with  them  in  roles  carrying  lesser  status. 

There  are  several  gangs  - Hell's  Angels,  Paradise  Riders, 
Satan's  Choice,  Vagabonds,  and  Thunderbolts.  These  all-male  organi- 
zations are  composed  of  16  to  25  year  olds  who  are  generally  bigger 
and  more  strongly  built  than  the  other  inhabitants  of  Yorkville. 

The  gangs  are  distinguished  from  hippies  and  from  each  other  by  their 
uniform.  They  wear  leather  jackets  or  levi  jackets  with  the  sleeves 
cut  out,  with  jeans,  and  cowboy  boots.  On  their  backs  they  wear  their 
"colours"  - mass  produced  emblems  giving  the  name  of  their  club.  Many 
wear  long  hair  and  beards.  They  seem  to  take  a pride  in  being  dirty 
but  their  chromeplated  motorcycles  are  always  polished  to  gleaming 
perfection.  The  swastika  and  iron  cross  are  commonly  worn  military 
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style  on  the  chest  or  around  the  neck.  Most  motorcyclists  display 
tattoos  and  knife  scars  and  many  wear  badges  reading  "1%"  to  signify 
their  distinctiveness.  A member  explained,  "99%  are  citizens  or  bike 
bums.  If  your  club  thinks  you  deserve  it,  they  make  you  a one  per- 
center, and  you  can  wear  the  badge". 

The  costume  of  the  motorcyclists'  girls  also  reflects  their 
group  membership..  The  "old  lady"  of  a motorcycle  member  cannot  wear 
his  colours  but  she  will  wear  a similar  jacket  with  the  words,  "A1 ' s 
girl"  printed  in  rivet  studs  on  the  back.  Presumably  A1  takes  the 
jacket  back  if  he  breaks  up  with  the  girl.  These  colours  are  so 
important  to  the  identity  of  members  that  when  a gang  member  was  shot 
recently  in  Michigan,  his  body  was  displayed  in  the  casket  wearing 
his  colours  and  holding  a Bible  with  his  wife's  colours  in  his  hands. 

Motorcycle  gangs  vary  in  their  prestige  and  in  their  degree  of 
organization.  Some  have  many  chapters  in  the  United  States  as  well 
as  Canada.  The  American  gangs  are  seen  by  Canadian  members  as  being 
more  violent.  One  motorcyclist  said  of  the  American  gangs  that; "most 
of  them  carry  guns  and  the  police  would  shoot  some  of  them  on  sight”. 

The  Vagabonds  are  the  most  powerful  gang  in  the  village.  Their  club 
headquarters,  which  is  in  another  section  of  town,  is  decorated  with 
pictures  of  motorcycles,  hippies.  Hitler  and  Mussolini,  and  a 
swastika  flag.  They  have  approximately  50  members  and  are  more 
tightly  organized  and  disciplined  than  most  gangs.  Forty  per  cent 
of  their  gang  members  are  married. 

Each  motorcycle  gang  has  a formal  organizational  structure 
with  a president,  secretary- treasurer , lieutenant  at  arms,  road 
captain,  and  assistant  road  captains.  Each  has  specified  duties, 
responsibilities,  and  privileges.  Meetings  are  held  weekly  and  while 
attendance  is  not  compulsory,  long  periods  of  absence  without  an 
adequate  excuse  are  frowned  upon.  At  these  meetings  members  are  asked 
what  they  have  done  for  the  club  that  week.  Also,  grievances  between 
members  can  be  aired  and  suggestions  for  changes  or  new  activities  can  be 
made  at  meetings.  Girls  are  not  allowed  to  attend  these  meetings. 

To  become  a member,  a boy  must  have  a motorcycle.  If  he  loses 
his  bike  for  any  reason,  he  must  leave  the  club.  To  join,  a member 
must  sponsor  him  and  the  club  would  accept  him  as  a "striker".  The 
probationary  period  for  a striker  can  last  from  two  to  eight  weeks. 

During  this  time  the  striker  must  do  what  the  members  tell  him  to  do 
within  the  limits  set  down  by  club  rules.  This  could  mean  running 
errands  for  a member  or  stealing  a policeman's  hat  badge.  When  a 
member  acts  "smart"  during  striking  the  club  may  make  him  suck  a 
female's  genitals  before  the  assembled  members.  After  the  striking 
period  his  name  is  presented  to  the  club  and  a majority  vote  permits 
him  to  wear  their  colours  and  have  the  privileges  of  membership. 
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It  can  be  seen  that » in  contrast  to  the  hippies,  the  motor- 
cycle gangs  are  well  organized  along  militaristic  lines.  They  pay  $10 
for  their  colours  and  a dollar  a week  for  dues  which  are  used  as  bail 
money  and  to  finance  club  parties.  This  banding  together  creates  the 
important  advantages  of  protection  and  prestige  for  members. 

In  the  ethos  of  the  motorcycle  gangs  there  are  the  strong 
themes  of  the  romanticized  cowboy  with  extensions  from  the  street  gang 
Bike  boys  generally  prefer  western  movies.  They  talk  of  fights 
between  motorcycle  gangs  as  "range  wars".  One  motorcycle  member 
described  his  activities  in  terms  which  could  have  come  from  a cowboy 
picture  sound  track.  "We'd  rather  ride  than  fight.  When  there  is  a 
range  war,  you  don't  have  to  wear  your  colours."  In  other  respects, 
the  motorcycle  gangs  seem  to  be  nothing  more  than  street  gangs  with 
wheels.  The  members  are  quick  to  point  out  that  the  street  gangs  of 
Toronto  are  younger  and  poorer.  But  iron  discipline,  the  wish  to 
identify  and  the  emphasis  on  masculine  bravery  are  predominant  in 
both  types  of  gangs. 

The  aggressive  approach  of  the  motorcycle  gangs,  together 
with  their  distinctive  dress,  gives  them  prominence  when  they  enter 
the  village.  Some  villagers  see  the  bike  boys  as  proectors  but  most 
fear  them  and  stay  out  of  their  way.  The  gang  members  often  see 
themselves  as  defenders  of  the  village  but  always  the  enemy  of  the 
police.  This  is  primarily  due  to  their  occasional  criminal  activities. 
On  one  occasion  two  gang  members  pistol  whipped  a villager  who  was 
pushing  drugs.  It  is  not  clear  whether  this  was  an  excuse  for 
outward  aggression  or  that  they  had  a legitimate  grievance.  Petty 
theft  and  vandalism  is  not  uncommon  among  the  motorcyclists.  While 
members  have  been  involved  in  some  criminal  activities  at  one  time 
or  another,  it  would  be  incorrect  to  imply  that  their  major  interest 
is  delinquent  activity. 

The  gang  members  emphasis  on  sexual  gratification  and  their 
relationships  with  women  are  direct  and  unambiguous.  Females  are 
property  but  males  are  not.  A motorcycle  gang  member  may  be  married 
or  go  steady  with  his  "old  lady"  but  she  is  completely  dependent  on 
him  for  her  status  and  protection.  As  his  old  lady  she  will  not  be 
molested  by  other  members  of  his  gang  or  other  gangs.  The  girls  are 
conscious  of  their  lower  status  and  conscious  that  it  gives  them 
less  autonomy  than  in  either  Yorkville  or  regular  Canadian  society. 

The  motorcycle  girls  are  vulnerable  if  they  are  abandoned  by 
their  "old  man"  because  they  face  the  alternative  of  cutting  their 
association  with  the  gang  or  possibly  being  gang  splashed.  There  is 
kudos  associated  with  unusual  sexual  practices  such  as  oral-genital 
stimulation  and  intercourse  in  groups  of  three  to  fifteen  people. 

One  girl  was  forcibly  taken  by  12  motorcycle  gang  members  to  Windsor 
where  she  was  gang  splashed  three  times  in  36  hours.  The  resulting 
extensive  vaginal  hemorrhaging  over  several  weeks  may  have  caused 
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permanent  damage.  To  put  it  in  the  words  of  one  old  lady,  "girls  are 
last  in  the  book".  The  background  of  one  motorcyclist's  girl  is 
given  in  her  own  words : 

"I  was  in  an  orphanage  for  eight  years,  then  twenty- 
five  foster  homes.  My  father  is  37  and  his  wife  is 
24.  I've  seen  my  father  have  fights  with  women,  seen 
him  sleep  with  women  since  I was  eight  years  old.  I'm 
19.  I can  have  parties  whenever  I want.  My  parents 
are  good  to  us." 

Most  motorcycle  gang  members  come  from  working  class  families. 
Generally,  their  early  experiences  include  violent  or  delinquent 
behaviour  on  the  part  of  their  parents.  Unlike  hippies,  most  live  at 
home  or  with  their  wives  outside  of  Yorkville.  While  a large  number 
work  regularly  at  jobs  such  as  drivers  or  mechanics,  another  subgroup 
works  only  sporadically  to  maintain  themselves  and  their  bikes.  Some 
of  the  members  of  the  gang  have  no  obvious  means  of  support  and  one 
can  only  suspect  that  they  get  money  from  their  families,  or  other 
gang  members,  or  from  illegal  activities.  Most  members  have  done 
poorly  in  school,  read  few  books  and  appear  to  be  primarily  interested 
in  machinery,  sex,  and  alcohol. 

Non-alcoholic  drugs  are  not  so  important  to  this  group  as  to 
the  others.  They  prefer  alcohol  which  is  used  at  parties  in  much  the 
same  way  as  it  is  used  by  straight  adolescents.  However,  motor- 
cyclists drink  far  more  heavily.  Marijuana  has  been  used  by  many  gang 
members  recently,  but  it  is  still  not  the  preferred  drug.  A small 
number  of  motorcycle  gang  members  push  drugs  for  profit  in  the  village 
but  the  majority  prefer  to  get  their  kicks  from  "booze,  broads  and 
bikes"  as  one  member  put  it. 

Yorkville  is  one  of  the  places  most  frequently  visited  by  the 
bike  boys.  Like  weekenders  they  live  most  of  their  lives  in  other 
parts  of  the  city.  Yorkville  is  attractive  to  the  gangs  because  of 
its  tolerance  for  all  types  of  people  and  because  of  the  girls  who 
can  be  picked  up  there. 

Here  is  the  record  of  part  of  an  interview  with  a motorcycle 
gang  member  who  had  sold  his  bike  and  left  the  gang  to  go  back  to 
school . 


"In  my  opinion,  hippies  are  phonies  who  live  off  their 
parents . 

There  is  no  philosophy  behind  motorcycle  gangs  except 
the  major  benefit  of  banding  together  for  protection. 
Motorcycle  gangs  are  not  tied  to  the  village.  The 
village  is  one  of  the  spots  they  hit. 
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On  an  average  day,  I would  wake  up  at  noon,  drink  with 
my  friends  or  work  on  my  bike  until  early  evening  and 
then  go  and  pick  up  the  night  action.  Some  motorcycle 
guys  keep  their  jobs  but  these  are  the  follower  types- 
not  the  hero  types;  Many  live  with  their  parents. 

For  a while  I slept  in  a chicken  coop.  I had  a friend 
who  lived  in  a chicken  coop  who  cared  more  about  his 
bike  than  himself.  The  only  way  you  could  sleep  there 
was  by  getting  drunk.  Otherwise  it  was  too  crummy  and 
smelled  too  much. 

The  girls  we  picked  up  were  horrible.  It  was  a desper- 
ation type  thing.  You  have  to  participate  in  sex  to 
keep  up.  Toughness  was  important  - being  able  to  show 
scars,  carry  around  knives  and  beat  up  guys.  When  you 
have  a car,  you  drive  around  and  you  pick  up  some  sluts  - 
basically  they  were  sluts.  And  you  have  some  straight 
guys  for  money  and  booze;  or  you  do  a little  breaking 
and  entering.  And  you  have  a little  party,  not  much  of 
a party,  just  where  you  can  get  drunk  so  you  don't  see 
how  ugly  the  broad  is.  The  broad  is  also  drunk  and  she 
doesn't  know  what  is  happening  to  her  either. 

» 

I joined  the  gang  when  I was  fifteen." 

Field  worker  - "Why  did  you  join?” 

"I  was  antisocial  at  that  time.  People  made  jokes 
about  me,  called  me  a D.P.  (displaced  person).  I had 
just  come  to  Canada.  I couldn't  speak  English  well 
and  people  made  fun  of  me." 

This  young  man  failed  his  first  year  back  at  school  during  the 
course  of  the  study  and  returned  to  Yorkville  as  a pusher.  In  terms 
of  our  analysis,  he  has  moved  out  of  the  motorcycle  group  into  the 
greaser  group. 


( v)  Greasers 


Greasers  are  between  16  and  25  years  of  age  and  about  70  per 
cent  are  males.  The  term  "greaser"  is  used  because  "They  put  grease 
on  their  hair  and  grease  in  their  food",  to  use  the  words  of  one 
villager.  This  statement  implies  that  many  have  come  from  eastern 
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and  southeastern  European  backgrounds.  Greasers  also  have  large 
representation  of  people  from  countries,  such  as  the  United  States 
and  the  West  Indies,  although  there  are  many  Canadian-borns  among 
them.  Greasers  are  more  aggressive  and  more  delinquent  than  the  other 
groups.  Usually  they  do  not  live  in  the  village  but  they  come  there 
frequently.  Within  the  greasers,  there  are  basically  two  subgroups  - 
the  young  criminal  on  his  way  to  becoming  a rounder  and  the  drug  addict 
whose  habit  has  caused  him  to  be  completely  alienated  from  the  straight 
society . 


In  terms  of  dress,  they  reflect  the  two  extremes  of  the  York- 
ville  spectrum.  Those  involved  in  drugs  are  attired  in  a dirty, 
unkempt  way,  much  like  the  hippie.  For  greasers  this  appearance  is 
dictated  by  necessity  rather  than  philosophic  principles.  The  young 
professional  criminal  may  be  arrayed  in  leather  jacket  and  jeans  or 
stovepipe  pants,  with  earrings,  chains  around  the  neck  and  other 
accoutrements  which  make  him  look  hard-boiled.  At  other  times,  he 
may  appear  in  continental  suits,  double-breasted  jackets  and  fancy 
shirts.  The  latter  type  of  greaser  generally  wears  short,  well 
manicured  hair  with  the  "grease"  which  gives  him  his  name.  In 
general  this  greaser's  group  is  fastidious  in  dress.  Even  their 
leather  jackets  and  jeans  are  clean  and  well-tailored. 

The  greaser  is  distinguished  from  the  motorcycle  gang  member 
by  his  lack  of  close  group  attachments.  They  do  not  have  an  organi- 
zation. In  fact,  they  are  called  "the  paranoid  people"  because  they 
fear  that  intimate  relations  may  cause  them  to  divulge  evidence  of 
criminal  activity  to  informers. 

Bob  is  20  years  old  and  lives  in  Toronto,  He  has  a pad 
of  his  own  near  the  village.  Bob  describes  his  father 
as  a "good  chief  and  a great  lover.  My  father  loves 
the  chicks , " 

He  considers  his  relationship  with  his  father  as  perfect. 

He  hates  his  step-mother  and  he  has  nothing  to  do  with 
her.  His  childhood  was  good,  "though  my  old  man  beat  up 
all  us  kids."  He  was  happy-go-lucky  until  he  came  to  the 
village.  His  girl  friend's  brother  used  to  hang  around 
the  village  and  that's  how  he  knew  about  it.  When  his 
engagement  with  her  broke  off,  he  came  to  the  village  to 
find  more  chicks.  Bob's  business  is  selling  L.S.D.  He 
wanted  to  be  successful  since  he  was  young , and  he  knew 
that  only  through  business  could  he  "make  it".  He  wants 
to  marry  very  late  in  life. 

As  soon  as  he  wakes  up  in  the  morning  he  makes  a few  tele- 
phone calls  to  talk  about  his  acid  business.  He  says  he 
is  a paranoid  person  when  it  comes  to  issues  like  this.  He 
doesn't  trust  people  because  of  the  fear  of  getting  trapped. 
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Because  of  their  suspiciousness  greasers  rarely  work  with  a 
partner  and  generally  they  operate  alone.  There  are  many  more  male 
greasers  than  females.  Many  of  these  girls  are  lesbians  who  work 
with  a male  greaser  as  a prostitute  but  have  no  sexual  interest  in 
men.  The  male  greasers  are  very  interested  in  "hustling  broads" 
from  the  hippie  and  weekender  groups.  When  a greaser  forms  a 
permanent  liaison  with  a greaser  girl,  their  attitudes  are  similar 
to  the  motorcycle  gangs  - women  are  property  and  are  afraid  to  be 
unfaithful.  They  are  only  allowed  to  choose  other  men  after  they 
have  been  given  up  by  their  boyfriends.  To  the  male  greaser  who  is 
not  a junkie,  sex  is  more  important  than  drugs. 

Most  greasers  are  highly  motivated  to  achieve  in  material 
and  economic  terms.  Often  they  take  legitimate  jobs  as  a cover 
against  police  surveillance.  Their  economic  aspirations  are  middle 
class  but  their  methods  come  from  the  underworld.  A motorcycle  gang 
member  who  looks  down  on  greasers  said  they  were  the  "gonna"  people. 
They  are  always  going  to  do  big  things.  As  this  description  implies, 
their  plans  are  often  unrealistic.  Many  are  entrepreneurs  who 
become  involved  in  the  drug  trade  because  of  the  lucrative  profits 
it  offers.  As  they  talk  about  their  criminal  activities  it  becomes 
apparent  that  they  take  craftsman- like  pride  in  such  activities  as 
stealing  or  peddling.  They  rise  early,  by  Yorkville  standards  and 
this  adds  to  the  image  of  the  energetic  greaser  businessman.  Greaser 
girls  take  short  taxi  rides  and  hand  out  cigarettes  to  impress  their 
village  associates  with  their  wealth.  The  general  topics  of 
discussion  among  the  greasers  are  their  recent  exploits,  fights  they 
have  had,  and  success  or  failure  with  women. 

The  value  they  place  on  aggression  is  another  characteristic 
which  unites  all  greasers.  One  put  it  this  way: 

"I  love  fighting  - I can  be  mean  and  I can  be  good. 

I don't  like  anybody  to  get  me  in  a corner,  stamping 

on  my  toes . " 

Fighting  is  one  way  for  the  greaser  to  establish  his  identity. 

"I  know  that  there  will  be  someone  who  will  fix  my  wagon." 

In  a primitive  way,  aggression  is  used  by  the  greaser  to  define 
the  ethics  of  his  world. 

"You  can  tell  by  fighting  whether  you  are  right  or  wrong. 

If  you  lose  you  are  wrong." 

Greasers  have  generally  enjoyed  rough  sports,  boxing  and 
dangerous  activities  before  coming  to  the  village.  They  often  carry 
knives  or  guns . 
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Among  the  village  residents,  they  have  a reputation  for 
starting  trouble.  For  example  a hippie  said  that: 

"They  want  to  take weryone  on.” 

Greasers  find  the  more  passive  hippies  easy  prey.  Not  only  do 
they  steal  from  them  and  cheat  them  in  drug  sales  but  they  sometimes 
force  hippies  to  steal  for  them,  through  fear  of  physical  punishment. 
Sadism  is  sometimes  mixed  with  aggression.  For  example,  a hippie  who 
was  robbed  was  forced  to  repeat,  "1  am  beat  for  my  shoes"  to  the 
delight  of  his  greaser  assailant. 

Greasers  generally  appear  less  intelligent  than  hippies  and 
weekenders.  They  tend  to  be  grandiose  and  loud  when  in  the  Yorkville 
setting,  and  to  dominate  the  discussion  with  their  tales  of  exploit- 
ation and  big  schemes.  For  these  reasons  it  is  not  difficult  to  see 
why  they  are  often  feared  and  despised  in  the  village.  Motorcycle 
gangs  enjoy  an  opportunity  to  beat  them  up  because  other  villagers 
condone  this  activity  as  justified. 

Usually  the  greaser  lives  outside  the  village,  at  home,  with 
relatives,  or  in  an  apartment.  They  come  to  Yorkville  for  the  same 
reasons  the  motorcycle  gangs  do  - "To  get  some  action".  They  find 
victims  and  customers  among  the  weekenders  and  hippies. 

Most  greasers  come  from  lower  class  families  and  many  have 
suffered  severe  deprivation  in  semi-criminal  environments.  This 
deprivation  has  caused  them  to  seek  relief  in  drugs  or  to  aggressively 
fight  for  material  symbols  of  the  sort  of  life  denied  them.  They 
resent  the  hippies  as  drop-outs  and  lazy  ne’er-do-wells.  As  one 
greaser  said:  "rich  people  can  afford  to  be  bums.  Poor  people  have 
no  choice." 

Dora  said  a guy  gave  her  "static"  in  a hamburger  joint 
because  he  didn't  like  her  jacket  so  she  hit  him.  She 
said  people  take  drugs  to  get  rid  of  their  worries.  She 
has  taken  opium,  grass,  hash,  acid,  stramonium,  crystal 
and  methedrine.  According  to  Dora,  her  parents  are  "rotten". 
She  doesn't  know  where  they  are.  She  doesn't  let  anything 
out  when  she  talks  to  her  mother.  Her  father  disowned 
her  because  of  the  friends  she  brought  home.  She  is 
the  middle  child  having  one  brother  and  one  sister.  Dora 
wishes  she  could  get  stoned  for  the  rest  of  her  life. 

She  says  she  was  butch  once.  "I  won't  marry  for  a long 
time  - not  till  I meet  the  right  guy."  Her  mother  was 
Canadian  and  did  not  work-  Her  father  was  French  but 
he  died  when  she  was  six.  She  has  a step-father  she 
doesn't  like. 
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Dora  is  now  sixteen.  She  lives  in  the  village  and 
never  sees  her  brother  or  sister.  She  was  eight  when 
she  first  ran  away  from  home  and  she  first  heard  of 
Yorkville  when  at  the  age  of  fourteen.  Recently  she 
attempted  suicide  with  two  bottles  of  tranquilizers 
because  she  was  "sick  of  everything". 

Dora  has  worked  as  a baby  sitter  and  as  general 
restaurant  help.  But  she  doesn't  like  working.  When 
she  was  young , Dora  wanted  to  be  Superman  or  Mighty 
Mouse.  She  finished  grade  ten  but  thinks  school  is 
a drag.  Her  teachers  didn't  like  her.  She  wants  to 
be  a pusher.  "I  think  I will  still  be  in  the  village 
when  I'm  40  or  50.  I think  I will  take  acid  for  the 
rest  of  my  life  - but  not  every  day." 

The  average  day  for  Dora  begins  when  she  gets  up  at 
3 or  4 p.m.  and  goes  to  the  restaurant.  "Then  I get 
stoned.  I go  to  the  restaurant  for  a coke.  I walk  or 
I sit  all  night  in  a restaurant.  Then  I go  to  bed." 

Greasers  display  various  patterns  of  drug  use.  Some,  as 
illustrated  in  the  case  above,  indulge  in  very  frequent,  indiscrim- 
inate drug  taking.  The  term  "speed  freak",  which  is  applied  to  some 
greasers,  denotes  the  distaste  with  which  the  average  villager  views 
greasers  addicted  to  amphetamines.  Other  greasers  have  a pattern  of 
heavy  alcohol  and  light  marijuana  usage  more  typical  of  the  motor- 
cycle gang  member.  In  general,  greasers  are  not  devoted  to  the 
psychedelic  drugs  in  the  true  hippie  manner. 

In  presenting  these  four  ideal  types  there  is  a danger  of 
suggesting  that  all  groups  are  found  in  the  village  in  equal  numbers 
all  the  time.  In  the  following  chapter  the  relative  frequency  of 
the  various  types  is  given. 
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(vi)  Population  Census 

An  important  aspect  of  any  ethnographic  study  is  a census  for 
the  population  described.  No  study  of  a hippie  subculture  has 
attempted  such  a census  and  no  population  estimates  are  available  for 
areas  such  as  Haight- Ashbury , East  Greenwich  Village  or  Yorkville 
itself.  Of  course,  it  is  difficult  to  conduct  a reliable  house  to 
house  census  where  many  residents  may  be  wanted  by  the  police  or 
unwanted  by  the  landlord.  By  the  time  the  anthropologist  had  been  in 
Yorkville  for  three  months  he  felt  that  he  could  identify  on  sight 
all  hippies,  greasers  and  motorcyclists  who  were  regularly  in  Yorkville. 
It  was  therefore  decided  to  make  a census  of  those  abroad  on  the 
streets  at  three  times  of  the  day,  for  seven  days  in  a row.  It  was 
felt  that  these  were  the  busiest  times  of  the  day  and  that  all  people 
in  Yorkville  would  be  counted  at  least  once  during  the  week.  The 
time  chosen  was  February  21st  to  February  28th,  1968.  At  noon,  6 p.m. , 
and  midnight,  then,  the  anthropologist  walked  through  the  streets  and 
visited  all  of  the  usual  hang-outs,  such  as  restaurants,  shops  and 
church.  He  counted  each  person  seen  in  these  places  and  noted  his 
sex  and  group  membership.  Of  course,  this  census  would  not  include 
hermits,  recluses  and  others  who  do  not  come  out,  but  these  persons 
are  rare,  as  much  of  Yorkville  life  takes  place  in  the  streets. 

The  census  data  collected  are  shown  in  Table  1.  It  can  be 
immediately  seen  that  there  are  more  persons  of  all  categories  around 
on  weekends  than  during  the  week.  For  all  groups,  there  is  a clear 
progression  in  numbers  from  noon  on  weekdays  to  midnight  on  weekends 
when  the  largest  numbers  are  found. 

It  is  obvious  from  Table  1 that  hippies  are  not  the  most 
numerous  group  at  any  time.  Greasers  are  the  most  numerous  at  all 
times  except  at  midnight  on  the  weekends  when  "weekenders"  predominate. 
The  motorcyclists  are  the  smallest  group  at  all  times  except  at  mid- 
night on  weekends,  when  hippies  occupy  that  position. 

At  every  observation  time  females  are  less  numerous  than  males. 
Also,  they  are  less  numerous  than  males  except  among  hippies  at  mid- 
night on  weekends.  In  the  hippie  and  weekender  group  the  excess  of 
males  over  females  is  not  very  great,  except  late  at  night  on  weekends. 
However,  the  greaser  and  the  motorcyclist  males  substantially  outnumber 
their  females.  This  is  particularly  striking  within  the  greaser  group 
where  males  outnumber  females  by  more  than  two  to  one. 

It  is  interesting  to  use  these  census  data  to  speculate  on  the 
probably  size  of  each  group.  The  hippie  group  probably  does  not 
exceed  300  people,  as  only  377  were  counted  during  21  observation 
times.  The  anthropologist  was  aware  that  many  people  were  counted 
several  times  during  the  census  week  and  an  estimate  of  300  hippies 
is  probably  a good  one  - certainly  the  number  would  not  be  much  greater 
than  377.  There  were  1163  greasers  counted,  243  motorcyclists  and  some 
1013  weekenders.  Again,  all  of  these  figures  are  rather  high  estimates 
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but  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  hippies  are  less  numerous  than 
groups  which  do  not  create  the  peculiar  Yorkville  colour  and  ethos. 

It  would  be  best  if  a number  of  weeks  were  surveyed  in  the 
same  manner  as  reported  here.  No  doubt  there  are  seasonal  variations 
in  the  numbers  in  various  groups;  it  is  probable  that  the  number  of 
weekenders  is  much  greater  in  the  summer  months  and  in  good  weather 
than  at  other  times.  It  would  also  be  possible  to  repeat  such  surveys 
at  intervals  of  several  months  or  years  in  order  to  see  the  changes 
in  various  group  sizes  and  in  the  population  as  a whole. 

The  Census  data  did  not  include  age.  From  other  field  work 
age  ranges  for  the  various  groups  are  estimated  to  be: 

--  hippies  between  16  and  24  years 

— weekenders  between  12  and  20  years 

— motorcycle  gangs  between  18  and  28  years 

--  greasers  between  16  and  25  years 

There  are  people  in  each  group  beyond  the  limits  of  these  ranges 
but  in  general  the  motorcycle  gang  members  are  the  oldest  and  the  week- 
enders are  the  youngest.  This  population  as  a whole  could  be  character 
ized  as  adolescent,  and  young  adult. 
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Ill  HIPPIE  UTOPIA 


PART  1;  THE  IDEAL 


( i ) The  New  Morality 

If  there  is  one  word  which  could  describe  the  hippie 
philosophy,  that  word  would  have  to  be  "Love,”  For  out  of  the 
hippie  concept  of  love  has  grown  a system  of  values  generally  called 
the  New  Morality.  This  value  system  contains  many  rules  which  govern 
the  hippie's  attitudes  toward  sex,  marriage,  and  relations  with 
members  of  his  community.  To  the  hippie  the  basic  teaching  of  all 
religions  is  that  "God  is  Love."  The  hippie  has  abandoned  all  thoughts 
of  God  as  a finite  entity  of  the  universe  and  instead  has  tried  to 
imagine  a God  of  infinite  possibilities.  God  is  present  in  all  inter- 
personal relations  and  so  all  relations  with  others  are  seen  to  be  acts 
of  love. 

The  hippie  feels  that  he  was  brought  up  in  a society  where 
people  show  little  love  for  enemies  or  strangers,  so  he  sees  his  new 
policy  of  love  for  all  to  be  more  moral  than  the  old  moral  values.  The 
New  Morality  has  rejected  the  values  of  the  old  morality  because  the 
latter  were  based  upon  a finite  concept  of  love  and  of  God.  The  old 
rules  concerning  sex  and  marriage  had  become  only  a measure  of  morality 
in  society.  The  hippie  views  morality  as  being  man's  capacity  for 
infinite  love.  Morality  and  love  are  seen  as  the  all-important  entities 
of  life  and  apart  from  the  trivial  rules  of  sex  and  marriage. 

The  New  Morality's  disregard  for  society's  rules  governing  sex 
and  marriage  are  the  most  publicized  aspects  of  the  hippie  way  of 
life.  Sex  is  regarded  as  an  opportunity  to  display  infinite  love,  thus 
sexual  relations  with  anyone  are  advocated.  It  should  be  pointed 
out,  however,  that  sex  is  not  advocated  without  love.  Rather  it  is 
love  that  is  advocated  with  everyone  and  so  a sexual  relationship 
with  someone  is  a highly  moral  act.  Marriage,  on  the  other  hand, 
cannot  be  entertained  because  it  enslaves  the  couple  within  the  bonds 
of  a finite  love. 


(ii)  Doing  One's  Thing 

The  hippie  concept  of  community  is  drawn  chiefly  from  the 
Taoist  philosophies  of  Lao-tsu  and  Chuang-tsu.  One  of  the  main 
tenets  is  that  it  is  wrong  to  try  to  influence  other  people  through 
words  or  through  force.  One  may  only  hope  to  influence  others  by 
his  own  example.  The  Taoist  concept  of  community  is  somewhat  like 
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that  of  Thoreau.  A man  lives  his  own  life  and  does  what  he  has  to  | 

in  order  that  he  might  eat  and  find  shelter , The  desire  for  ' 

unnecessary  possessions  is  sinful o It  should  be  especially  noted 
that  work  is  advocated  only  as  a means  of  survivals  One  must  never  - 

work  more  than  is  necessary  for  that  could  lead  to  a desire  for 
property.  Unlike  Thoreau,  hippies  are  unable  to  find  satisfaction 
in  routine  work.  The  hippie  avoids  the  dangers  of  becoming  enslaved  ! 

within  corporate  structures  and  has  no  wish  to  reduce  his  identity 
to  an  occupation.  Thus  the  ideal  hippie  community  consist  of  individuals 
co-operating  with  each  other  in  raising  children  while  earning  their  | 

keep  by  the  sharing  of  services. 

One  golden  ideal  of  hippie  society  is  total  permissiveness. 

One  is  always  free  to  do  whatever  he  wishes  for  no  one  is  going  to  ! 

try  to  influence  him.  One  must,  however,  be  very  careful  that  his 
wishes  do  not  conflict  with  the  rights  of  others.  Any  crime  committed 
against  another  person  is  seen  not  as  the  breaking  of  an  arbitrary 
rule,  but  rather,  it  is  an  act  of  suppression.  This  is  the  only 
real  crime  which  can  be  committed  in  the  hippie  utopia  - not  allowing 
someone  else  to  "do  his  own  thing." 


(iii)  Religion 

I 

An  important  aspect  of  the  life  of  each  hippie  is  his  search 
for  God.  Because  he  wishes  to  be  free  from  the  influence  of  others,  i 
he  will  usually  shun  the  institutionalized  forms  of  religion.  Instead, 
he  will  tend  to  borrow  the  theologies  while  rejecting  dogmas,  the 
enforced  rituals,  and  the  established  churches. 

I 

All  religions,  including  Christianity,  have  something  to  offer  i 
to  the  hippie  as  all  contain  some  aspects  of  an  infinite  God  concept. 
Usually  the  hippie  will  become  most  interested  in  the  teachings  of 
the  oriental  sages.  This  is  because  the  oriental  religions  or  ways 
of  liberation  concern  themselves  with  the  problems  of  understanding 
the  infinite  nature  of  the  Ultimate  Reality  and  the  search  for  the 
Eternal  Self.  Of  particular  interest  here  are  the  Upanishadic  texts, 
the  Bhagavad  Gita,  and  the  teachings  of  the  Zen  Masters.  All  three 
stress  the  suffering  of  the  individual  within  society  and  his  needs 
for  liberation  or  enlightenment.  | 

In  the  ideal  hippie  society,  drugs  are  chiefly  for  inducing  ; 

religious  or  mystical  experiences.  This  is  not  surprising  as  the 
ways  of  liberation  teach,  of  the  various  states  of  consciousness. 

The  psychedelic  drugs  alter  the  state  of  consciousness  through  a 
change  in  the  body  chemistry.  As  a result  the  subtle  difference 
between  the  usual  conscious  state  and  the  state  of  increased 
perception  can  be  appreciated.  Many  hippies  wish  through  drug  use 
to  achieve  states  of  knowing  which  take  a lifetime  in  eastern  ’ 

mystical  religions. 
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A few  hippies  practice  a form  of  mind  yoga  called  transcendental 
meditation.  One  who  meditates  usually  will  not  use  drugs.  They 
believe  that  drugs  offer  only  a change  in  consciousness  which  does  not 
really  lead  to  enlightenment.  It  is  generally  understood  by  hippie 
meditators  that  the  way  to  liberation  is  through,  what  is  termed,  a 
state  of  no-mindedness . The  meditator  argues  that  drugs  actually 
increase  the  mind  processes  which  cause  anxiety  while  meditation  is 
a direct  path  to  no-mindedness. 

While  the  hippie  shuns  dogma  he  will  often  include  many  rituals 
in  his  eastern  religious  practices,  perhaps  to  display  the  differences 
between  his  own  thoughts  and  those  of  his  parents  or  friends  in  the 
"straight  world."  For  the  most  part  these  rituals  are  of  his  own 
or  local  invention  and  they  are  rarely  those  accepted  by  the 
established  churches.  However,  the  rituals  are  colourful  and  fun 
and  they  give  religious  practice  an  air  of  festivity.  It  is  also 
one  of  the  few  chances  one  has  to  share  his  personal  beliefs  with 
fellow  hippies. 


( iv)  The  Arts 


Much  sharing  of  ideas  is  done  through  the  various  forms  of 
hippie  art.  This  is  acceptable  to  the  hippie  philosophy  because 
an  artistic  creation  is  a demonstration  of  an  idea  or  experience 
rather  than  a bare  statement.  Hippies  feel  that  through  his  art 
he  can  communicate  and  influence  those  around  him  without  becoming 
a political  being.  The  arts  are  usually  related  to  his  drug 
experience,  since  this  is  the  most  vivid  thing  which  has  happened 
to  him.  Because  of  the  nature  of  the  drug  experience  the  psychedelic 
arts  tend  to  involve  the  intermingling  of  different  forms  of  art. 
Music  will  often  accompany  light  shows,  poetry  readings,  or  even 
the  showing  of  paintings.  Just  as  the  hippie  religions  are  concerned 
with  the  search  for  the  Self,  so  the  psychedelic  arts  are  used  as 
a means  to  find,  to  define,  and  to  express  the  Self. 


(v)  The  Return  to  Childhood 


One  of  the  chief  endeavors  of  the  hippie  in  his  Utopia  is 
having  fun.  Hippies  enjoy  picnics,  popcorn,  and  all  the  carefree 
pursuits  of  their  earlier  days  as  children.  Many  will  read  fairy 
tales  and  children's  stories  such  as  Alice  in  Wonderland,  or  Tolkien's 
Lord  of  the  Rings.  The  hippie  house  will  often  be  decorated  with 
posters  reminding  one  of  things  and  people  of  the  past.  Among  the 
heroes  of  the  hippies  are  W.  C.  Fields  and  Laurel  and  Hardy.  Many 
hippies  claim  to  enjoy  drugs  because  they  make  them  feel  like 
children.  After  taking  psychedelic  drugs  the  world  will  sometimes 
take  on  the  beauties  and  wonders  of  their  own  childhood  dream  worlds. 
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HIPPIE  UTOPIA 


PART  II:  THE  YORKVILLE  VERSION 


(i)  The  Hippies 

Even  the  hippie  community  in  Yorkville  does  not  give 
unambiguous  expression  to  the  ideals  described  in  Part  I of  the 
Hippie  Utopia.  While  there  are  similarities,  the  differences 
outnumber  them  and  the  result  is  a community  far  from  Utopian. 

The  hippies  of  the  village  have  created  a form  of  Love  Cult, 
however,  their  love  is  not  universal  and  all-encompassing.  Hippies 
seem  to  make  three  clear  exceptions  when  it  comes  to  universal  love. 
These  exceptions  are  the  police,  the  informers,  and  the  landlords. 
Because  of  the  illegality  of  drug  use  in  the  village,  the  hippie 
cannot  afford  to  be  friendly  with  the  police.  The  policeman  in 
uniform  is  accepted,  not  as  a person,  but  as  a symbol  of  authority 
in  a society  which,  in  the  mind  of  the  hippie,  is  too  authoritarian. 
While  it  was  generally  agreed  by  most  of  those  interviewed  that  the 
hippies  do  not  create  disturbances  for  the  police  (either  on  the 
street  or  at  gatherings  in  the  church) , it  was  admitted  that  most 
hippies  distrust  the  police  when  they  were  in  sight.  Also,  the 
existence  of  informers  in  the  village  makes  the  love  of  strangers 
all  but  impossible.  On  numerous  occasions  hippies  talked  about  the 
obstacles  to  being  accepted  in  the  village.  The  main  problem  seems 
to  have  been  the  fear  of  informers.  As  a result,  there  is  a wide- 
spread distrust  of  everyone.  One  resident  remarked  that,  "every 
person  in  the  village  has,  at  one  time  or  another,  been  suspected 
of  being  a 'narc'  or  an  ' informer'.”  The  danger  of  arrest  creates 
a constant  tension  in  the  village,  a tension  in  which  the  existence 
of  universal  love  is  not  possible. 

In  discussing  the  living  conditions  in  the  village,  many  of 
those  interviewed  told  of  the  problems  of  tenant-landlord  relations. 
While  the  demands  of  the  landlords  were  often  too  restrictive  for 
the  hippie  tenants,  a clear  idea  of  the  rules  was  always  presented 
by  the  landlord  at  the  beginning.  The  hippies  felt  no  pangs  of  guilt 
when  he  purposely  broke  the  verbal  agreement  time  after  time.  The 
hippie  ideal  is  always  stated  as  one  of  trust,  yet  the  villagers 
rarely  prove  to  be  trustworthy. 

Sharing  was  the  rule  in  the  village  when  it  came  to  accom- 
modations, food,  and  even  drugs,  but  no  real  community  has  ever 
developed.  When  a girl  has  a baby  she  is  forced  to  leave  the  village 
or  give  up  the  child  to  the  Children's  Aid.  In  the  ideal  case  the 
baby  would  have  been  provided  for  by  the  whole  community. 
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The  Yorkville  hippies  are  not  even  faithful  to  their  ideals 
concerning  love.  One  hippie  observed  that,  "There  are  jealousies 
in  the  village  when  sex  is  in  question.  There  shouldn't  be  jealousies 
connected  with  free  love." 

Religious  ideals  are  also  rarely  achieved  and  actual  practices 
depart  from  these  ideals.  Yorkville  hippies  are  interested  in  oriental 
religions,  but  what  passes  for  sophistication  in  this  area  is  extremely 
superficial  knowledge.  The  problem  is  that  few  ever  cari-y  their 
studies  to  a point  where  they  have  a full  philosophy  to  guide  their 
lives.  The  Yorkville  religious  practices  are  mostly  displays  of  ritual 
with  little  theological  content.  The  knowledge  of  the  ways  of  liberation 
is  most  superficial  and  very  little  attempt  is  made  to  find  the  best 
in  all  religions.  Christianity  is  particularly  criticized  by  the  hippies 
but  mostly  on  the  basis  of  the  institutionalization  of  the  church. 

Little  mention  is  made  of  Christian  ethics  and  its  emphasis  on  love. 

In  fact,  hippies  seem  taken  with  any  religion  or  interest  which  is 
exotic  and  in  contrast  with  the  mores  of  western  society.  These 
interests  include:  witchcraft,  hypnotism,  astrology,  and  numerology. 

While  Yorkville  is  a very  artistic  setting,  few  hippies  create 
anything  which  could  be  called  art.  What  they  appreciate  is  usually 
so  dependent  upon  the  drug  experience  that  it  is  too  personal  to  be 
shared  with  others.  One  villager  complained  that,  "Psychedelic  art 
is  a bastard  form  of  Beardsley's  paintings.  Psychedelic  music  makes 
no  sense  unless  you  are  completely  stoned."  The  music  popular  in 
Yorkville  is  created  and  performed  by  the  people  who  have  more  money 
than  the  hippie.  Creation  usually  requires  a far  greater  degree  of 
concentration  and  commitment  than  the  Yorkville  hippie  is  willing  to 
make.  Several  villagers  claim  to  be  writers  but  it  seems  that  very 
few  works  are  ever  published  or  circulated.  As  in  music,  most  of 
what  is  v/ritten  is  too  personal  to  be  considered  art. 


( ii ) Weekenders 


The  weekender  group  exists  mainly  because  of  the  publicity 
given  to  the  hippie  ideal.  Most  come  to  Yorkville  to  see  the  hippie 
way  of  life  and  try  to  become  a part  of  it  for  a limited  time.  The 
concepts  of  love  and  religion  are  most  important  to  this  group. 

Since  most  of  the  weekenders  are  students,  they  have  ample  opportunity 
to  study  the  philosophical  implications  of  the  New  Morality  and  the 
ways  of  liberation.  Since  they  do  not  live  near  the  village  and  haven't 
given  up  their  way  of  life  in  "straight  society"  they  have  not  fully 
accepted  the  most  important  aspect  of  the  hippie  ethos:  the  need  to 
drop-out  of  society.  While  the  hippie's  ideals  have  been  undermined 
by  the  practical  considerations  of  food,  lodgings,  money,  and  the  law, 
the  weekender's  ideals  are  insulated  from  the  hardships  of  the  village 
by  their  suburban  existence. 
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The  weekenders  are  likely  to  be  most  creative  and  artistic 
of  all  the  groups  in  Yorkville.  Again,  this  is  due  chiefly  to  the 
amount  of  money  required  for  musical  instruments,  books,  and  so  on. 
The  weekenders  will  sometimes  use  the  village  as  an  outlet  for  their 
own  creations  or  as  a source  of  encouragement.  For  most  weekenders, 
however,  Yorkville  is  merely  a show  place  and  market  for  the  popular 
arts  which  were  created  elsewhere. 


(iii)  The  Greasers 


Unlike  the  first  two  groups,  the  greasers  were  not  drawn  to 
Yorkville  by  the  promises  of  a Hippie  Utopia.  Most  greasers  neither 
know  nor  care  about  the  hippie  philosophy.  A typical  comm.ent  by  a 
greaser  about  the  hippies  is;  "Hippies  like  life  and  want  to  love 
everybody  and  do  not  give  anybody  a hassle.  You  are  trusted  until 
you  cop  out.  Then  you  better  not  come  around  the  village."  He  is 
sceptical  about  hippie  values  and,  in  fact,  he  is  not  a drop-out  at 
all.  The  greaser  usually  bases  his  judgments  of  hippies  on  the  same 
premises  as  those  of  the  straight  world.  In  fact,  the  greaser  is  a 
reject  from  the  straight  world  while  the  first  two  groups  have  dropped 
out  of  their  own  free  will.  Because  he  wishes  to  be  accepted,  the 
greaser  will  pay  lip  service  to  the  basics  of  the  hippie  ideal  but 
he  really  accepts  the  values  of  the  motorcycle  gangs. 


( iv)  The  Motorcycle  Gangs 

A member  of  a motorcycle  gang  described  his  philosophy  as: 

"Booze,  fuck  and  ride;  money  to  put  our  bikes  on  the  road.  That's 
the  first  thing  about  us.  The  rest  comes  naturally."  The  gang 
member  is  a self  imposed  exile  from  the  mores  of  society.  Yet,  the 
"bike-boy"  depends  upon  the  hippie  for  nothing  since  he  has  the 
security  of  his  gang.  As  a result  the  gang  member  will  have  nothing 
at  all  to  do  with  the  hippie  ideals.  The  motorcylce  gang  is  a 
caricature  of  the  antisocial  side  of  the  straight  world  and  is 
representative  of  groups  whose  way  of  life  are  most  alien  to  the 
hippie  ethos.  Unlike  the  hippie,  the  motorcyclist  has  a philosophy 
of  life  which  is  unambiguous  and  capable  of  easy  fulfillment.  They 
express  it  with  a clarity  and  candour  which  is  rare  among  other  villagers 


IV  GROUP  INTERACTION 


To  the  outsider,  Yorkville  may  appear  to  be  an  assemblage  of 
adolescents  united  in  a collective  protest  against  society  and  its 
laws.  However,  we  have  described  four  groups  with  separate  beliefs 
and  expectations  about  Yorkville,  and  there  is  little  unity  in  the 
village  at  all.  In  fact,  there  are  often  tensions  between  the  four 
basic  groups. 

To  understand  the  group  interaction  in  Yorkville,  it  is  helpful 
to  use  a diagram  such  as  Fig.  2 as  a descriptive  device.  Each  of 
the  four  groups  is  joined  to  each  of  the  other  groups  by  lines,  each 
of  which  we  will  call  an  axis  of  polarity.  There  are  four  such  axes: 

1.  The  axis  of  deviance  from  the  law  ranging  from  low  to 
high. 

2.  The  axis  of  activity  ranging  from  active  to 
passive . 

3.  The  axis  of  degree  of  group  organization  which  ranges 
from  high  to  low. 

4.  The  axis  of  sociability  (reaction  to  others) 
ranging  from  high  to  low. 

Through  a consideration  of  each  of  the  axes  we  can  predict  how 
any  individual  in  one  group  will  react  to  an  individual  from  another 
group.  Therefore,  we  will  study  the  implications  of  each  axis  of 
polarity . 

1 . Deviance  from  the  law 


The  axis  of  deviance  from  the  law  runs  from  the  weekender  group 
to  the  greaser  group.  The  greaser  group  tends  to  exhibit  the  highest 
degree  of  deviance  while  the  weekender  group  exhibits  the  lowest.  The 
motorcycle  gang  and  the  hippies  each  exhibit  a middle  range  of  deviance. 
This  means  that  the  weekenders  will  consider  the  greasers  to  be  the 
least  law  abiding.  The  hippies  and  bike-boys  will  be  expected  to  break 
the  law  to  a lesser  extent. 

2 . Activity 


The  axis  of  activity  runs  from  between  the  hippie  and  weekender 
groups  to  a point  between  the  greaser  and  bike-boy  groups.  This  means 
that  the  greasers  and  bike-boys  will  tend  to  be  highly  active  in  their 
pursuits  and  relationships  while  the  hippies  and  weekenders  will  tend 
to  be  much  more  passive. 
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INTERACTION  BETWEEN  GROUPS 


WEEKENDERS 

low  deviance 
from  the  law 


GREASERS 


fig.  2 
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3 . Degree  of  Group  Organization 

This  axis  runs  from  the  motorcycle  gang  to  the  hippie  and 
indicates  that  the  gang  member  has  a greater  respect  for  rules  than 
the  hippie.  While  the  hippie  shuns  all  organization,  the  gang  member 
craves  the  group  identification.  The  weekenders  and  greasers  both 
have  fairly  moderate  views  on  institutions  and  are  more  easily  organized 
than  are  the  hippies. 

4.  Sociability 

This  axis  runs  from  a point  between  the  hippies  and  the  greasers 
to  a point  between  the  weekenders  and  the  motorcycle  gang.  It  indicates 
that  when  they  make  decisions  weekenders  and  gang  members  will  usually 
take  other  people  into  consideration  while  the  hippies  and  greasers  will 
react  mainly  out  of  self-interest. 

At  this  point,  we  can  consider  each  of  the  groups  in  turn  and 
see  how  they  feel  about  the  other  three  groups. 

The  Hippies 

The  Hippie  tends  to  distrust  weekenders  because  he 
sees  them  as  insufficiently  committed  to  the  hippie  cause. 

In  fact,  they  are  sometimes  called  "plastic  hippies” 
or  "plastics”  by  real  hippies.  The  weekender  is  considered 
insincere  because  he  rebels  somewhat  against  the  structures 
and  rules  of  society,  but  is  partially  bound  by  them  too. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  hippie  is  able  to  be  friendly 
with  the  weekenders  who  share  their  passivity  and  many  of 
their  philosophies.  The  hippie  will  be  wary  of  weekenders 
because  he  feels  that  one  who  is  less  likely  to  break  laws 
is  more  likely  to  be  an  informer.  Hippies  will  sometimes 
take  advantage  of  the  more  idealistic  weekenders  who  can 
be  dazzled  by  his  discourses  about  philosophy.  He  may  find 
the  latter  to  be  a ready  source  of  money.  Also,  hippie 
males  often  find  it  easy  to  have  sexual  relationships  with 
idolizing  weekenders. 

The  hippie  dislikes  the  more  violent  life  styles  of 
the  bike-boys  and  the  greasers  but  because  of  his  passivity 
he  will  be  used  and  bullied  by  the  two.  He  cannot  trust 
the  authoritarianism  of  the  more  sociable  motorcyclists. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  will  sometimes  be  friendly  with  the 
greasers  because  he  appreciates  the  greaser's  qualities 
as  a loner,  and  because  they  often  control  the  supplies 
of  drugs . 
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The  Weekenders 

Ordinarily  weekenders  will  not  associate  with  the  more 
violent  greasers  and  gang  members.  They  are  frightened  of 
their  bullying  and  their  open  abuse  of  the  law.  Female 
weekenders  are  especially  wary  since  they  have  heard  of 
their  aggressive  sexual  exploits.  The  weekender  will  usually 
look  up  to  the  hippies  because  he  believes  that  he  and  they 
share  a common  philosophy  which  the  hippie  actually  lives  out. 
Often  he  will  be  embarrassed  by  the  hippie’s  disregard  for 
cleanliness  but  he  goes  to  Yorkville  to  become  acquainted 
with  them  and  soon  gets  used  to  their  eccentricities. 

Motorcycle  Gang 

A gang  member  considers  himself  to  be  the  protector  of 
the  street.  He  will  try  to  intimidate  the  weekender  and  use 
the  hippie  because  both  are  so  passive.  Because  of  his 
feeling  of  well-being  within  his  group  he  will  look  down 
on  the  greaser.  The  gang  members  have  less  interaction 
with  other  groups  because  their  lives  are  heavily  committed 
to  relationships  within  the  group.  To  the  bike-boy,  Yorkville 
is  mainly  a source  of  women  and  entertainment.  It  is  also 
a place  well  suited  for  a show  of  power  because  of  its 
spectators  and  the  publicity  which  can  follow  from  their 
exploits . 

The  Greasers 

The  greasers  usually  look  up  to  the  powerful  gang 
members  and  long  for  recognition  from  this  group.  Because 
they  are  rejected  by  the  bike-boys,  greasers  will  often 
try  to  mix  with  female  weekenders  because  he  feels  that 
they  will  be  least  wary  of  him.  The  greaser  mistakes  the 
passivity  of  the  hippie  for  acceptance  and  so  he  will 
sometimes  try  to  gain  the  confidence  of  one  or  two  hippies. 

He  is  not  adverse  to  robbing  or  terrorizing  either  hippies 
or  weekenders.  The  greaser  will  always  act  as  a loner  and 
his  relations  with  individuals  from  other  groups  will  be 
attempts  at  starting  a sexual  relationship,  gaining  an 
economic  advantage  (i.e.  selling  drugs),  or  ego  building 
through  boasting. 


V WHY  PEOPLE  COME  TO  YORKVILLE 


Few  people  in  Yorkville  seem  to  have  very  definite  reasons 
for  going  there.  Almost  none  mentioned  the  availability  of  drugs 
or  exotic  sexual  experiences,  although  they  pursued  them  assiduously 
once  they  arrived.  Most  seem  to  mention  the  vague  feeling  of  comfort 
or  freedom  which  they  experience  there.  A few  talked  of  excitement, 
friendships  or  crowds,  but  most  seem  to  especially  value  the  freedom 
possible  in  Yorkville.  Weekenders  and  hippies  seem  to  especially 
value  this  freedom.  Greasers  and  motorcyclists  are  attracted  by  the 
women  who  can  be  found  there  and  for  the  chances  to  buy  and  sell  drugs. 

The  hippies  are  usually  from  middle  class  families.  The  week- 
enders are  generally  from  the  middle  class  with  economically  good 
home  backgrounds.  Greasers  and  the  motorcycle  gangs  appear  to  have 
mainly  lower  class  backgrounds.  Of  course,  there  are  often  conflicts 
of  interest  between  parents  and  their  children  living  in  Yorkville. 

The  desires  and  expectations  differ,  the  child  usually  wanting  to 
seek  adventure  and  unusual  experiences  while  the  parent  forces  the 
child  to  pursue  an  education.  Some  villagers  said  they  would  have 
continued  in  school  if  only  their  teachers  or  their  parents  left  them 
alone.  They  felt  constantly  harassed  by  them  for  having  long  hair, 
shabby  clothes,  or  other  individualistic  tastes. 

The  role  of  parents  and  family  background  in  promoting  entry 
into  Yorkville  is  difficult  to  describe.  Clearly,  some  young  hippies 
and  weekenders  are  from  broken  homes  or  have  seriously  deficient 
parental  attention  because  of  working  mothers,  problem  drinking  in 
their  family,  or  a variety  of  other  reasons.  These  people  seek  to 
have  basic  affectional  and  security  needs  fulfilled  in  village  life. 
Unfortunately,  the  number  from  such  homes  cannot  be  determined  without 
a special  study.  However,  it  must  be  emphasized  that  many  villagers 
are  not  from  such  deprived  homes.  Many  are  psychologically  stable, 
economically  comfortable  homes  in  which  the  child  feels  vaguely 
uncomfortable.  Many  hippies  and  weekenders  talk  of  poor  communication 
with  parents,  their  lack  of  understanding,  and  their  parents'  old- 
fashioned  and  fusty  ideals.  Nevertheless,  many  hippies  still  have 
extensive  contact  with  them  through  letters,  visits,  and  phone  calls. 
Many  still  accept  money  from  their  parents  and  plan  to  return  home 
soon.  A number  of  hippies  go  home  for  special  events  such  as  family 
weddings  and  Christmas  celebrations,  so  complete  lamily  breaks  have 
not  been' made  by  them.  It  should  be  mentioned,  too,  that  many 
motorcyclists ^live  with  their  parents  or  wives,  and  that  many  still 
like  and  respect  them  and  feel  obligations  towards  them.  The  data 
collected  in  this  study  do  not  show  that  any  uniform  parental  pressure 
or  deprivation  has  driven  young  people  into  Yorkville. 
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When  asked  why  they  came  to  Yorkville  many  weekenders  only 
mention  the  excitement  and  festive  atmosphere.  They  are  often  made 
curious  by  newspaper  reports  or  comments  by  friends.  Deeper 
sociological  or  psychological  reasons  are  difficult  to  find  for  such 
weekenders.  Once  they  arrive  they  are  attracted  by  the  freedom 
available,  the  girls,  the  drugs  or  a variety  of  other  circumstances. 

People  in  Yorkville  complain  that  parents  do  not  show  much 
understanding  in  dealing  with  their  children.  They  say  that  when  a 
child  steals  money,  smokes  marijuana,  or  on  other  similar  occasions, 
complaints  are  made  to  the  school  and/or  the  police.  This  creates 
further  distrust  in  their  relationships.  Many  villagers  report 
extremely  upsetting  experiences  and  a few  tell  of  suicide  attempts 
in  response  to  them.-  Once  a child  leaves  his  home,  two  worlds  are 
established  with  different  ways  of  life  and  different  belief  systems. 
The  hippie  sees  no  easy  way  to  integrate  the  two,  and  he  usually 
makes  little  effort  to  do  so. 

Whether  it  is  true  or  not,  most  hippies  and  weekenders  believe 
that  their  parents  are  seriously  wanting.  Most  believe  that  they  are 
rather  stupid  and  insensitive  to  the  current  social  changes, 
especially  those  of  a youthful  sort.  A few  tolerate  their  parents' 
ideas  when  they  must  and  are  able  to  excuse  them  because  "they  are 
old  and  they  don't  know  any  better."  A commonly  held  view  is  that 
parents  are  boring  and  dull  and  that  they  create  a monotonous  and 
pointless  family  life.  The  weekender  or  hippie  escapes  this  boredom 
by  coming  into  Yorkville  as  much  as  he  can. 

It  should  be  pointed  out  here  that  parents  of  those  in  Yorkville 
were  rarely  seen  and  that  the  view  of  parents  shown  here  is  a modal 
one  held  by  hippies  and  weekenders.  In  many  cases  it  may  not  represent 
any  objective  reality  at  all.  Most  of  the  parental  inadequacies 
may  be  imaginary  or  result  from  the  parents'  failures  to  meet  absurdly 
high  standards.  In  fact,  some  special  study  of  parents  whose  children 
have  gone  to  Yorkville  is  a much  needed  addition  to  this  sort  of 
ethnographic  study. 
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Talking  in  general  about  their  relationships  with  their 
parents,  a hippie  said,  "Parents  of  villagers  expect  their 
children  to  be  like  them.  Kids  expect  love  and  companionship 
from  their  parents  and  to  be  respected  as  a person.  Kids 
don't  always  get  this.  The  parents  don’t  like  it  when  the 
kid  has  a mind  of  his  own."  He  suggested  that  the  kids  go 
to  the  village  because  they  are  not  wanted  or  needed  by  the 
parents  or  the  society.  He  said  that  before  he  came  to 
the  village,  he  was  doubtful,  unsure  of  himself,  embittered, 
and  guilty.  Since  his  arrival,  he  felt  he  had  gained 
spiritual  experience  in  the  village  which  had  changed  his 
life.  About  his  friends,  another  hippie  remarked,  "Most 
of  my  friends  take  drugs.  1 hardly  have  any  straight 
friends.  I was  brought  up  in  an  affluent  middle  class 
society  and  had  everything  given  to  me.  Living  like  an 
animal  was  a new  idea  and  I was  wondering  if  I could  do  it 
or  not." 

One  of  the  villagers  said,  "A  large  number  of  the  people 
in  Yorkville  are  from  broken  homes;  some  are  neglected 
children.  Most  of  the  kids  are  from  urban  areas." 

Another  villager  said,  "Many  people  in  the  village  have 
come  from  broken  homes  or  something  similar  - they  are 
orphans,  etc.,  or  have  been  involved  in  crime.  They  are 
disillusioned  with  their  own  environment  and  they  want  some 
new  type  of  environment'.  In  a sense,  they  are  escapists. 
Everybody  is  looking  for  something  new  or  better  and 
we  shouldn't  discourage  them.  We  should,  on  the  other 
hand,  put  them  down  if  they  are  static  Most  of  the  girls 
around  the  village  are  runaways.  They  have  come  to  the 
big  cities  in  search  of  romance  or  a big  career  - artistic 
career,  etc." 

A weekender  said,  "Most  of  the  villagers  are  not  from 
broken  homes . Their  parents  are  not  poverty  stricken. 

Their  parents  have  given  them  everything  that  money  can 
buy,  but  not  love.  They  try  to  show  their  affection  with 
big  gifts.  They  come  to  Yorkville  looking  for  something 
that  they  don't  get  at  home.”  She  expects  the  teachers 
to  treat  school  kids  like  adults  at  least  after  reaching 
grade  ten. 

Some  weekenders  have  a strict  life  at  home  with  regular  hours 
and  a rigid  schedule.  Many  of  them  are  disillusioned  with  the 
existing  arrangements  but  cannot  rebel  openly  for  some  reason  or 
other.  They  patiently  wait  for  an  opportune  moment.  Their  general 
complaints  are  "there  is  nothing  to  do  at  home  and  it  is  boring." 
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In  many  instances  their  visits  to  the  village  are  kept  a secret. 
They  may  tell  their  parents  that  they  are  visiting  close  friends  when 
they  come  to  the  village.  This  provides  an  excuse  for  staying  away 
from  home  over-night  or  for  staying  out  very  late. 

A weekender  who  was  a student  of  engineering  a 
year  ago  is  presently  engaged  in  holding  a full 
time  job.  His  hours  outside  work  are  spent  in 
taking  various  drugs.  His  favourites  are  grass 
and  acid.  He  appeared  to  be  thoroughly  contented 
about  life  and  views  his  past  years  as  miserable. 

He  said,  "When  I was  in  engineering  I knew  1 wasn't 
enjoying  life  but  1 didn't  know  why," 

About  his  home  life,  he  said,  "My  parents  are 
conservative.  I am  a liberal.  My  parents  have 
no  interests  or  goals  in  life.  They  are  up  tight 
all  the  time.  I don't  want  to  be  that  way," 

He  wants  his  parents  to  understand  him  and  not 
question  his  interest  in  smoking  grass  and  taking 
other  drugs.  He  said  that  his  parents  were  trying 
to  mold  him  as  a plastic  model  which  he  objected  to. 

His  complaints  against  his  parents  are  that  they  do 
not  allow  him  to  stay  up  late  at  night,  nor 
associate  with  certain  types  of  people  that  he  was 
friendly  with,  and  are  critical  about  his  sexual 
attitudes.  These  aspects  of  life  are  a few  good 
examples  of  the  existing  conflict  between  the  two 
generations . 

One  of  the  greasers  said,  "In  the  village,  you 
know  that  you  are  equal.  There  is  no  difference 
between  you  and  the  next  guy.  You  know  that 
you  are  accepted.  Having  other  people  for  friends 
is  the  most  important  thing." 

It  is  often  said  by  the  residents  that  they  are  attracted  by 
the  freedom  which  they  cherish  and  cultivate.  This  feeling  of  being 
able  to  do  what  one  wants  creates  the  primary  appeal  of  Yorkville. 

Most  hippies  and  weekenders  feel  that  they  have  entered  the  New 
Jerusalem  by  going  to  Yorkville. 

There  they  can  slough  off  the  anxieties  and  restrictions  created 
by  the  larger  society.  The  interpretation  of  "freedom"  by  some  of  the 
bolder  people  leads  them  to  defy  everything  the  straight  society 
upholds,  and  act  without  any  restrictions  or  inhibitions.  Some 
Vi]  lagers  throw  garbage  all  over  the  streets,  spit,._i,\nd  sar,ie  even 
urinate  in  the  small  lanes  off  Yorkville  Avenue.  The  amount  of 
freedom  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  the  village  is  probably  unfathomable. 
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to  those  who  have  not  seen  it  at  first  hand.  This  attracts  those  who 
abhor  the  innumerable  restrictions  and  monotony  in  the  daily  lives  of 
those  from  the  "straight"  world.  The  freedom  to  indulge  in  sex  and 
drugs  also  holds  a great  deal  of  charm.  Although  hippies  and  weekenders 
see  these  freedoms  as  essential  to  the  motivation  of  others,  they  tend 
to  minimize  their  importance  in  their  own  behaviour.  Only  the  motor- 
cyclists openly  value  unlimited  sex  and  drugs. 

A girl  weekender  recommends  Yorkville  for  anyone 
who  is  looking  for  a good  time.  She  said,  "The 
hippies  don't  cut  me  up  because  of  what  1 say  or 
do.  There  is  more  freedom  here.  It  is  informal. 

People  come  to  see  other  people  turn  on.  You  can 
be  yourself  in  Yorkville.  Nobody  will  point  their 
finger  at  you  or  call  your  long  hair  ugly.  You 
don't  have  to  be  careful  about  what  you  wear,  or  your 
manners,  or  your  grammar..'.' 

Yorkville  village  was  described  by  one  of  the 
villagers,  as  "pretty  well  a Disneyland  for  the 
teeny  hoppers"  and  by  a hippie  as  a "dream  come 
true."  Another  villager  commented  that  the 
Yorkville  business  world  thrives  through  the 
presence  . of.  the  hippies  who  attract  various  types 
of  visitors,  including  many  customers  for  the 
stores.  He  even  went  to  the  extent  of  saying  that 
the  businessmen  would  employ  professional  people 
who  would  be  willing  to  grow  long  hair  and  hang 
around  in  the  village  if  the  hippies  leave  Yorkville. 

Still  another  said  that  "the  village  is  a.nice 
place  to  go,  to  find  answers  to  many  of  the 
problems  to  which  their  own  parents  have  no  answers." 

When  asked  how  living  in  the  village  had  helped  him, 
he  said,  "It  has  helped  me  to  be  more  of  a person,  to 
be  more  understanding  to  have  compassion  for  others. 

When  you  have  learned  a few  things,  you  must  go  on. 

That's  why  I gave  up  the  long  hair  bit." 


VI  LIFE  CYCLE 


The  nature  of  the  cycle  of  recruitment,  membership  and  retirement 
from  Yorkville  varies  from  group  to  group.  Contact  with  the  Yorkville 
life  is  made  as  early  as  age  11  or  12  for  weekenders.  These  youngsters 
are  only  allowed  to  wander  around  in  the  village  and  are  not  given  any 
status  or  acceptance.  Membership  in  the  village  in  a fuller  sense 
occurs  only  when  one  reaches  the  age  of  16,  though  there  are  a number 
of  instances  where  younger  people  attempt  to  pass  for  16  years  or  older. 

Before  a person  from  Toronto  attempts  to  live  in  the  village,  he 
or  she  becomes  familiar  with  the  environment.  Usually  friends  bring 
them  into  the  village  as  weekenders  and  later  the  attraction  and 
excitement  they  felt  as  weekenders  draws  them  to  the  village  as  total 
members.  Many  of  the  weekenders  experiment  with  the  village  life  by 
temporary  residence  which  may  range  from  a single  day  to  a month  or 
two.  During  this  period,  they  make  decisions  about  whether  or  not  to 
live  in  the  village  permanently.  Only  at  a later  stage  do  they 
show  their  affiliations  to  different  groups  and  know  the  total  response 
from  the  villagers.  It  appears  that  people  from  outside  Toronto  often 
begin  living  in  Yorkville  with  no  prior  experience  as  a weekender. 

A villager  said,  "Teeny  hoppers  are  from  8 to  13.  When 
they  are  finished  being  teeny  hoppers,  they  become 
regular  pseudo-hippies.  Some  stay  in  the  village, 
some  leave.  The  villagers  don't  all  come  as  teeny 
hoppers.  The  teeny  hoppers  are  from  Toronto.  Those 
that  come  from  outside  Toronto  are  already  hippies  or 
they  develop  into  hippies  from  straight  people.  The 
teeny  hoppers  don't  live  here.  They  come  for  a weekend 
or  two  or  three  days.  They  are  under  age  and  their 
parents  ask  questions  if  they  are  away  from  home.  The 
hippies  like  the  teeny  hoppers  because  they  give  them 
cigarettes  and  money.  Teeny  hoppers  get  infatuated 
with  guys  in  the  village." 

On  the  subject  of  entering  the  village  another 
weekender  declared,  "First  you  get  to  know  the 
village.  Then  you  live  there  for  weekends  and 
in  the  summer,  spend  a week  there.  Then  you  get 
a place  there.  You  get  one  contact  and  then 
another . You  are  asked  to  go  to  a party  or  up  to 
someone's  place  to  smoke  grass.  It  is  a slow  thing." 
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Still  another  said,  ’’People  start  in  the  village 
as  weekenders.  They  start  by  listening  to  the 
Beatles  and  hearing  their  friends  talk  about  Yorkville. 

They  come  down  to  the  village  and  then  either  forget 
it  or  become  hippies.  The  kids  that  become  hippies 
hang  around  for  a year  or  two.  Some  last  about  a 
year;  then  settle  down  and  become  partly  straight. 

Some  go  to  San  Francisco  or  travel  the  world." 

The  reasons  for  leaving  the  village  also  vary  somewhat  from  group 
to  group.  Greasers  often  disappear  because  of  convictions  for  illegal 
drug  activities,  whereas  hippies  and  motorcyclists  are  more  likely  to 
be  picked  up  on  vagrancy  charges.  If  a young  weekender  is  charged  with 
vagrancy  his  parents  will  be  notified  and  later  visits  to  Yorkville 
will  be  curtailed.  Both  greasers  and  hippies  do  considerable 
travelling  to  other  hippie  subcultures  on  the  West  Coast,  to  live 
temporarily  or  to  pick  up  drugs.  Their  stays  are  always  uncertain 
so  that  it  is  difficult  to  follow  people  in  and  out  of  Yorkville  and 
assign  the  correct  reason  for  their  movement. 

Girls  may  leave  the  village  for  several  special  reasons.  A few 
have  left  because  of  unhappy  love  affairs  and  a very  few  to  get  married 
to  villagers  and  settle  down  in  a conventional  way.  A number  have 
also  returned  home  because  of  pregnancy.  There  is  no  opportunity  for 
an  unwed  pregnant  girl  to  find  security  in  Yorkville.  Her  baby  is 
believed  to  be  her  responsibility  and  the  fathers  usually  do  not  care 
to  help  in  any  way.  A return  to  the  parents  is  most  usual  in  these 
cases . 


Several  villagers  also  spoke  of  people  leaving  the  village 
because  of  the  physical  and  psychological  privations.  They  stated 
that  the  lack  of  food,  poor  living  conditions  and  general  physical 
debility  eventually  causes  some  people  to  leave. 

Describing  the  life  cycle,  a weekender  said,  "The 
transition  out  of  the  village  comes  when  a hippie  is 
fed  up  with  going  to  jail  or  his  nerves  are  gone. 

Probably  he  is  sick  and  is  in  the  hospital.  Not  eating 
becomes  a habit  when  you  are  on  dope.  Hippies  take 
marijuana,  speed  and  acid.  They  don't  like  heroin 
because  that's  addictive.  They  don't  like  addictive 
drugs.  Some  go  for  it  because  they  try  everything  at 
least  once.  Hippies  don't  want  to  mainline,  to  get 
addicted,  because  that  would  put  them  back  into  a system." 
He  said  thnt  one  could  get  "high"  merely  by  suggestion 
and  gave  an  instance  where  they  bought  aspirins  at 
school  when  they  were  sold  as  acid  and  got  "high." 
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Going  back  to  the  process  of  leaving  the  village,  he 
said,  "You  get  out  of  the  village  quickly,  overnight. 

You  are  fed  up  with  being  in  jail  and  with  the  living 
conditions.  You  realize  that  you  have  been  living  in  a 
dirty,  ugly  world.  You  get  cold  and  you  might  be  in  a 
hospital  for  malnutrition."  He  says  that  usually  it 
is  a physical  thing.  Your  spirit  is  willing  but  your 
body  is  not.  You  would  have  loved  to  go  on  or  maybe 
your  mind  is  messed  up. 

He  continues,  "When  a girl  gets  pregnant,  she  gets 
motherly  and  she  wants  a home  and  family  and  to  be 
respectable.  He  says  that  some  girls  are  the  worst 
offenders,  "They  want  to  keep  going  to  the  village. 

They  think  that  this  is  a great  way  of  doing  it.  However, 
they  usually  come  around.  They  want  children  and  family." 
Unfortunately  he  finds  that  many  girls  in  the  village 
give  up  their  babies  to  the  Children's  Aid  Society  when 
the  "guys  take  off."  They  won't  make  husbands  or 
fathers  because  they  are  not  ready  or  mature  enough." 

Usually,  when  straight  jobs  are  secured,  partial  belonging  in 
the  village  life  is  lost,  not  because  the  villagers  ban  them,  ill- 
treat  them,  or  excommunicate  them,  but  because  the  type  of  attention 
needed  to  hold  jobs  does  not  give  them  the  freedom  required  by  life 
in  Yorkville. 

The  average  length  of  stay  in  Yorkville  is  difficult  to 
compute.  It  varies  for  weekenders  and  hippies  from  a few  weeks  to 
several  years.  It  was  impossible  to  find  any  hippie  who  had  been 
in  Yorkville  for  more  than  3 years  and  most  had  been  there  for  less 
than  6 months.  Again,  difficulties  occur  around  deciding  the  reasons 
for  leaving,  whether  voluntary  or  involuntary.  However,  it  is 
obvious  that  Yorkville  is  a temporary  sojourn,  with  little  to  induce 
people  to  spend  their  lives  in  the  subculture.  Some  careful  studies 
are  needed  of  the  types  of  life  adjustment  made  by  people  who  have 
left  Yorkville  after  various  lengths  of  stay.  Our  information  on 
this  point  is  very  scant. 


VII  RELATIONS  -WITH  THE  STRAIGHT  WORLD 


Few  people  in  the  straight  world  have  a good  idea  of  what  is 
happening  in  the  village,  but  most  have  very  strong  opinions  as  to 
what  Yorkville  is  and  what  it  means.  Although  most  of  these  opinions 
are  extremely  superficial  it  is  important  to  know  what  image  of 
Yorkville  is  held  by  people  in  the  larger  society  To  many  non- 
villagers the  village  is  chiefly  a place  for  taking  drugs  One 
person  told  us  that  "Teenagers  go  down  to  the  village  and  see  all 
these  people  walking  around  high  and  wonder  what  it’s  like  and  find 
a pusher  and  get  some."  Another  added  that  he  thought"  they're 
doing  it  for  a different  purpose.  Now  they're  taking  it  for  kicks, 
not  because  they  want  to  probe  deeper  into  themselves  " Many  people 
believe  that  drug  use  in  the  village  is  a form  of  escapism  Many 
non-villagers  made  remarks  such  as  "Hippies  have  problems  and  they 
want  to  get  away  from  that  so  they  take  drugs  " 

Many  straight  people  see  Yorkville  purely  as  a rebellion 
against  society.  "They're  sick  of  society  and  everything  about  it," 
seemed  to  be  a typical  comment.  One  person  suggested  that  "These 
hippies  are  just  doing  it  to  defy  someone.  If  nobody  reacts  to 
them  they  aren't  going  to  have  any  fun  I think  if  everyone  left 
them  alone  there  wouldn't  be  any  problem."  To  most  people  Yorkville 
symbolized  all  of  the  liberal  movements  of  youth  such  as  anti-war 
demonstrations,  civil  rights,  and  so  on 

Some  people  react  violently  against  Yorkville  because  no  one 
works  down  there.  One  high  school  student  said,  "I  don't  think  the 
next  generation  is  going  to  be  as  good  as  this  one,  because  how  is  a 
hippie  going  to  be  a good  parent  and  make  a good  living?"  Another 
pointed  out  that  working  was  an  essential  part  of  a man's  life,  He 
told  us  "How  come  no  one  appreciates  the  moral  fibre  of  a man  who 
works  years  and  years  at  the  same  job?  Look  at  the  moral  guts  of  the 
man.  The  hippies  live  off  the  land," 

Various  people  said  that  the  village  was  mainly  the  creation 
of  the  media.  In  their  eyes  publicity  was  the  hippie's  chief  worry. 

A typical  reaction  was  "The  media  has  distorted  it  Hippies  are 
attention  seekers"  Another  said  "The  true  hippies  just  live  their 
lives.  They're  not  faddish-  They  never  go  to  the  village  The 
hippies  in  the  village  are  exploiting  people.  They're  so  phoney  on 
television. " Some  thought  that  the  media  were  trying  to  destroy  the 
village.  One  pointed  out  that  "The  editors  of  the  newspapers  and 
the  parents  are  against  the  hippies  and  want  to  destroy  their  image . 

The  most  important  thing  that  we  found  out  about  the  Yorkville 
image  was  that  Yorkville  is  hippies.  When  everyone  questioned  gave 
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us  their  opinion  on  the  village,  they  were  actually  talking  about  the 
hippie  phenomenono  There  was  no  recognition  of  the  motorcycle  gangs 
or  the  greasers.  Yorkville  in  the  minds  of  many  non-villagers  is 
associated  with  passive  young  people  who  use  drugs  for  kicks  and 
self-exploration;  the  sinister  and  aggressive  life  styles  of  the 
greaser  and  motorcyclist  are  unknown^  When  high  school  students 
were  talking  about  Yorkville  they  were  commenting  on  the  hippie  way 
of  life.  One  told  us,  "Life  is  just  one  big  rat  race.  Hippies 
don't  need  money  or  security  to  survive.  They  figure  everyone  is 
equal."  Another  added  that  "If  everyone  was  a hippie  there  would 
be  no  wars."  In  general,  Yorkville  was  seen  to  be  long  hair  and  beads. 

Their  poor  reputation  stemming  from  their  appearance  and  news- 
paper notoriety  is  a cause  of  general  hostility  toward  the  villagers. 
They  realize  that  they  are  regarded  as  curious  objects  and  "...good- 
for-nothing  bums."  Shopkeepers  keep  a watchful  eye  out  when  they 
enter  their  stores.  This  distrust  and  resentment  is  returned  by  the 
hippies  and  one  remarked,  "They  are  here  to  make  a buck.  In  the  shop, 
and  the  store,  they  don't  give  a damn,  they  are  just  interested  in 
making  a buck,  they  don't  care  if  a person  is  starving,"  The 
however,  provides  a place  for  the  people  to  sit  and  meditate  although 
it  is  often  misused  for  other  things  such  as  taking  drugs  and  sex. 

The  main  complaint  about  the  restaurants  is  that  hippies  are 
not  allowed  to  sit  and  chat  without  purchasing  anything.  Of  the 
restaurants  frequented  by  the  villagers,  individual  groups  have 
selected  their  particular  hangout.  One  restaurant  is  used  mostly 
by  the  motorcycle  gangs.  Another  is  considered  a greaser  joint,  but 
several  village  restaurants  are  frequented  by  almost  all  the  groups. 

One  restaurant  is  more  expensive  and  only  the  Bohemians  and  tourists 
use  this  place  except  for  occasional  visits  by  a few  villagers.  Some 
of  these  restaurants  ban  individuals  or  whole  groups,  like  the  motor- 
cycle gangs,  because  of  the  trouble  or  noise  they  create. 

There  is  also  constant  friction  between  the  villagers  and 
the  landlords.  The  landlords  get  upset  at  the  late  hours  that  the 
villagers  maintain  and  at  their  weird  visitors.  Uncomplimentary 
words  are  exchanged  such  as  "The  hippies  are  good-for-nothing  bums," 
uttered  by  the  landlords.  The  landlords  tell  sad  experiences  of 
their  association  with  the  hippies.  They  say,  "The  place  was  completely 
torn  down,"  or  "It  looked  like  a garbage  dump,"  and  other  such  comments. 

The  villagers  adopt  cunning  approaches  when  they  go  to  rent 
a place.  They  are  aware  that  landlords  refuse  to  rent  the  place  if 
the  prospective  tenant  does  not  hold  a job  or  is  not  a student. 

Newcomers  looking  for  accommodation  in  the  village  are  forewarned 
to  have  a legitimate  reason  for  requiring  lodging. 
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In  almost  every  instance  the  landlords  have  a standard  rule 
against  ’’crashing"  people  in  their  rooms  and  yet  few  villagers  heed 
to  such  restrictions.  Many  people  seeking  shelter  spend  the  whole 
day  looking  for  a place  to  "crash.”  The  landlords  are  often  ruthless 
and  throw  out  their  village  tenants  at  any  time  of  the  day  or  night 
without  giving  any  notice  of  eviction.  In  many  instances,  people 
have  been  thrown  out  in  the  middle  of  the  night.  The  villagers  do 
not  normally  resist  as  they  have  been  caught  breaking  the  rules  by 
crashing  people,  making  noise,  and  so  forth.  Such  rules  were  clearly 
specified  at  the  time  of  renting  the  place. 

Many  straight  employers  forbid  their  employees  to  have  any 
association  with  the  village  and  a few  villagers  have  lost  their 
jobs  by  not  conforming  to  this  restriction.  The  few  villagers  who 
do  work  often  boast  of  falling  asleep  on  the  job  and  other  delin- 
quencies due  to  keeping  such  late  hours.  A weekender  said  he  would 
work  wherever  there  is  no  authoritarian  structure.  He  feels  an 
employer  has  no  right  to  object  to  personal  preferences  in  the  matter 
of  long  hair  or  odd  clothes.  A few  who  were  looking  for  jobs  complained 
that  they  were  turned  down  by  an  employment  agency  because  of  their 
long  hair. 

Much  is  made  by  hippies  and  other  villagers  of  their  inde- 
pendence of  the  straight  world,  their  emancipation  from  middle  class 
"hang-ups"  and  other  concerns.  However,  this  emancipation  is  by  no 
means  complete;  as  stated  earlier  many  maintain  contacts  with  their 
families.  The  lack  of  real  emotional  independence  is  also  indicated 
by  their  behaviour  at  Christmas.  Christmas  Eve  was  an  occasion  to 
get  "high"  and  everyone  made  special  efforts  to  get  drugs  for  this. 

Many  even  saved  their  drugs  during  the  week  and  this  is  the  first 
time  when  they  did,  immediate  ingestion  was  always  the  rule  on  other 
occasions.  Parties  were  given  on  Christmas  Eve  and  people  smoked 
marijuana  and  took  LSD.  Greasers  and  motorcyclists  held  parties 
where  large  amounts  of  alcohol  were  consumed.  On  Christmas  day  the 
village  was  almost  empty  as  most  inhabitants  had  gone  home  to  their 
families,  or  out  of  the  village  to  visit  friends. 


VII  A DAY  IN  YORKVILLE 


A weekender  graphically  described  a day  in  Yorkville: 

"About  noon  there  are  signs  of  motion,  yawns. 

Everybody  sleeps  in.  They  walk  around,  sit 
around,  talk,  go  down  to  Queen's  Park.  They 
are  usually  just  sitting  around.  They  talk  about 
drugs  and  sex.  In  the  daytime  the  business 
people  are  on  their  lunch  breaks.  In  the 
afternoon  more  hippies  come  out.  The  university 
students  walk  through  the  village." 

"Around  5-6  p.m.  the  drug  thing  starts.  'Where 
am  I going  to  get  my  next  joint  so  I can  do  up 
tonight?'  is  the  question  in  everyone's  mind. 

By  nightfall  everybody  is  out  and  they  all  get 
together  and  talk  about  where  the  next  joint  is 
going  to  come  from  and  then  they  go  to  the 
Church.  People  gather  together  in  groups.  The 
hippies  go  from  one  group  to  another.  They  know 
everybody.  It  is  like  a community.  The  general 
atmosphere  is  that  nobody  seems  to  care  about 
anything.  Later  on  the  clubs  start  opening  up 
and  cars  start  driving  through.  It  is  like  a 
Zoo.  At  night  the  village  is  the  night  spot. 

After  midnight  the  tourists  have  gone  and  the 
hippies  wander  around  until  2 a.m.  Then  they 
go  to  a restaurant." 

"On  the  weekend  there  is  an  influx.  The  pushers 
come  out.  The  hippies  stay  up  all  night  on  the 
weekend.  The  police  are  there.  The  hippies  are 
always  being  watched  and  are  hostile  to  the 
police.  Most  of  the  police  in  the  village  are 
good  guys.  They  don't  treat  the  villagers  roughly 
and  don't  mind  talking  to  the  hippies." 

Mornings  are  very  quiet  in  the  village  and  there  is  a gradual 
change  in  the  size  and  character  of  the  pedestrian  population  through- 
out the  day.  The  boutiques  open  at  10  a.m,  and  activity  is  at  its 
lowest  point.  Wealthy  matrons  patronizing  fashionable  boutiques  and 
hairdressers  frequent  the  village  at  this  time.  By  noon,  the  village 
population  increases  to  include  more  matrons  and  businessmen  and 
women  who  come  to  the  several  chic  restaurants  for  lunch.  The  native 
village  population  starts  to  emerge  and  a few  hippies  walk  around 
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looking  lonely  and  pensive.  Some  weekenders  visit  the  village  during 
school  hours  and  return  home  at  the  normal  time  in  an  attempt  to 
deceive  their  parents  into  thinking  they  had  attended  school  for  the 
day.  Only  after  6 p.m.  are  there  many  hippies  and  greasers  on  the 
streets . 

Many  villagers  have  no  regular  schedule  in  their  daily  life. 
They  go  to  sleep  whenever  they  are  tired  and  eat  whenever  they  can 
get  food.  Often  one  encounters  people  who  haven't  slept  for  over 
24  hours  and  when  they  do  get  to  bed,  they  are  totally  lost  and  do 
not  know  when  they  will  awake.  When  they  visit  their  friends,  people 
take  the  opportunity  to  sleep  on  chairs,  on  the  floors,  or  wherever 
they  can  find  space. 

Because  of  fatigue  and  their  indulgence  in  drugs  many  appear 
tired  and  weak.  Those  who  hold  jobs,  although  they  have  no  interest 
in  the  work,  are  physically  better  off  because  of  the  routine  it 
demands  and  the  stable  source  of  income.  They  maintain  regular  hours 
for  sleeping  during  the  week,  and  keep  up  with  the  village  life  on 
weekends.  Whenever  the  villagers  are  engaged  in  a job,  they  have  no 
long  range  plans  for  holding  the  job.  Their  interests  coincide  with 
those  of  the  villagers  who  want  to  travel  and  be  "high"  each  day; 
it  is  too  difficult  for  them  to  adjust  to  the  life  of  the  "straight" 
world. 


An  essential  ritual  in  the  daily  activity  of  village  life  is 
visiting  friends.  Villagers  ask  one  another  about  their  visits  partly 
because  they  seek  information  about  procuring  drugs.  Most  of  the 
villagers  spend  their  day  around  the  village  looking  for  drugs  on 
which  to  get  "high".  Their  main  concern  is  drugs;  how  they  can  procure 
drugs,  to  whom  they  can  sell  them,  or  where  they  can  find  a place  to 
take  them.  Drugs  and  talk  about  drugs  form  the  main  sort  of  recreation 
in  Yorkville,  with  sex  a poor  second. 

Among  intimates,  many  secrets  are  told  and  open  discussions 
on  drugs  are  held  often.  Each  one  narrates  his  experiences  with  drugs 
and  some  proudly  show  their  "needle  marks”  in  their  arms  to  the 
neophytes  who  have  not  shot  "meth,"  heroin,  or  other  drugs.  Villagers, 
particularly  those  taking  hallucinatory  drugs,  want  to  talk  constantly 
about  their  experiences  with  drugs. 

Another  villager  described  a day  in  Yorkville: 

"When  you  wake  up  you  go  to  the  restaurants  in  the 
village,  go  to  the  Church  to  meet  different  people, 
talk  about  various  people  that  have  been  high  the 
night  before;  and  try  to  find  a place  to  crash. 

Most  of  your  time  is  spent  talking  to  your  friends. 
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"You  talk  about  how  and  with  what  you  have  been  'high', 
how  many  trips  each  one  had  and  several  other  things, 

I am  usually  awake  all  night  talking.  Whenever  me  and 
my  friends  are  stoned,  we  sit  around  and  'blow  our  minds'. 

"The  pushers  often  tell  the  others  how  profitable 
their  business  has  been.  Stories  of  smuggling  dope 
are  a common  theme  in  village  life,  A person  was 
telling  how  on  one  occasion,  he  mixed  LSD  in  water 
and  brought  it  over  the  border.  He  said,  'The  cop 
took  a gulp  and  allowed  us  to  pass',  but  imagined  that 
'the  cop  must  have  been  stoned  after  a while'.  The 
villagers  enjoy  such  trickery  and  adventure  and  laugh 
uproariously.  Towards  the  end  of  the  day,  villagers 
have  found  whatever  type  of  drug  that  they  have  been 
seeking.  Those  that  could  not  afford  to  buy  it  will 
have  found  someone  that  would  'lay  the  stuff'  on  them." 

In  the  evening  the  population  changes  again.  In  good  weather 
many  people  stroll  through  the  village  and  some  stop  to  have  espresso 
at  the  sidewalk  cafes.  This  is  also  the  time  when  most  "tourists" 
drive  through  the  village.  Later  the  clubs  and  discotheques  open. 

The  contrast  between  visitor  and  villager  is  perhaps  the  most 
evident  at  this  time.  The  often  "over-dressed"  swingers  getting 
out  of  big  cars  show  up  as  splashes  of  colour  amidst  the  villagers. 

The  evenings  are  spent  in  different  ways  by  the  members  of 
various  groups.  The  hippies  spend  their  evenings  sitting  or  standing 
on  the  village  streets,  in  a friend's  room  or  at  the  Church.  They 
meet  their  friends  at  the  Church,  St,  Paul's  on  Avenue  Road,  and 
talk,  play  pool,  or  listen  to  music.  It  becomes  even  more  important 
to  the  villagers  in  the  winter  as  a place  to  keep  warm.  The  motor- 
cycle gangs  spend  their  evenings  at  their  clubhouse  or  in  the  village, 
Their  main  interests  are  liquor,  sex  and  their  bikes.  They  have 
frequent  drunken  parties  which  often  turn  into  sexual  orgies.  The 
weekenders  who  are  about,  attempt  to  find  marijuana  to  smoke,  hippie 
parties  to  join  or,  if  it  is  a weekend,  a place  to  crash.  When  the 
Church  closes  at  11  p.m.,  the  villagers  drift  towards  the  various 
restaurants  on  Avenue  Road  where  they  stay  until  they  close. 

Generally,  some  stay  up  all  night  because  at  least  one  restaurant 
is  open  24  hours  a day. 


IX  THE  ECONOMY 


Hippies  are  not  particularly  concerned  about  money  - whenever 
they  have  any,  it  is  quickly  spent  on  eating,  smoking,  playing  records 
in  a jukebox,  or  it  is  given  away.  The  virtues  of  frugality  and  careful 
husbandry  mean  nothing  in  Yorkville.  The  villager's  perceived  needs 
are  few.  They  require  only  a little  money  for  clothes,  food  and  drugs, 
plus  a place  to  sleep,  although  they  can  often  borrow,  or  steal,  or 
crash  for  these  necessities.  Their  living  quarters  generally  cost 
between  $10  and  $12  a week  but  they  are  often  shared.  For  long  periods 
of  time  it  may  cost  nothing  to  live  because  one  can  "bum"  food,  and 
crash  with  other  people  who  have  rooms.  The  major  expenses  would  be 
drugs;  villagers  spend  about  $10  a week  on  drugs  alone. 

( i ) Accommodation 


Finding  accommodation  is  almost  a daily  problem  in  the  village. 
Hippies  and  greasers  have  difficulty  in  locating  living  quarters 
because  of  their  notoriety,  and  landlords  are  reluctant  to  rent  to 
them.  The  landlords  often  complain  of  their  not  paying  the  rent 
regularly,  keeping  the  places  filthy,  having  too  many  crashers,  and 
smoking  pot  in  their  rooms. 

When  our  field  worker  first  moved  into  a room  on  Yorkville 
Avenue  he  was  warned  to  keep  the  place  clean  - not  only  his  but  also 
the  corridors,  the  bathroom,  and  the  kitchen  that  he  shared  with 
others.  Since  the  doors  to  the  apartment  house  and  his  own  room  were 
not  secure  (almost  everyone  who  formerly  lived  in  the  house  managed 
to  keep  a duplicate  key) , he  was  warned  that  the  landlord  was  not 
responsible  for  any  loss  incurred  by  theft  or  robbery. 

Most  of  the  villagers  live  in  a hopelessly  bad  physical  environ- 
ment. On  one  occasion  he  found  three  or  four  hippies  who  had  rented 
a garage  where  they  lived  without  the  bare  essentials  of  life  such  as 
heat,  and  other  normal  conveniences.  Bathrooms,  washing  facilities, 
and  kitchens  are  shared  or  are  non-existent. 

Food  is  less  important  to  the  villager  than  are  drugs.  It 
is  generally  "bummed".  Many  people  live  on  a single  daily  meal  consisting 
of  a hot  dog  or  a hamburger.  However,  they  eat  as  much  food  or  snacks 
as  they  can  get.  Some  of  the  common  snacks  in  the  village  are  potato 
chips,  sunflower  seeds,  pumpkin  seeds,  chewing  gum,  chocolate  bars, 
candy,  sponge  toffee,  candy  apples,  and  popcorn. 
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A hippie  said,  "I  would  be  happy  if  I had  food, 
shelter,  the  means  for  selling  drugs,  and  was  able 
to  sit  around  in  coffee  houses  to  while  away  my 
time.  •' 

Another  summed  up  his  economic  life  and  pursuits 
in  this  manner,  "Five  months  ago  1 worked  and 
saved  up  $900.  It  lasted  for  five  months.  I 
started  out  spending  too  much  and  at  the  rate  I 
was  spending,  it  would  only  last  two  months. 

Later  I brought  it  down  to  ten  bucks  a week.  I 
have  been  working  through  the  casual  labour 
agencies  and  usually  two  or  three  days'  work  a 
week  would  keep  me  going.  I went  to  Manpower  first 
to  look  for  a job  and  they  didn't  have  any.  I have 
my  better  clothes  in  a locker  but  I have  no  money 
to  get  to  it.  Once  I have  enough  money,  I will  get 
to  the  locker  and  get  my  better  clothes  and  go  to 
Manpower  again.  My  clothes  right  now  are  hippie 
styled.  I can't  get  a steady  job  or  even  a casual 
job  to  keep  me  going.  The  last  resort  would  be  to 
live  with  relatives  in  Toronto  until  I find  a job. 

I am  not  sure  if  they  would  take  me  in  but  it  is 
worth  a try." 

A weekender  said,  "If  they  had  any  choices,  most  of 
the  villagers  would  prefer  jobs  in  the  artistic 
line  but  very  few  of  them  actually  have  any  talent." 

He  thought  that  it  was  a prestige  symbol  in  the 
village  to  be  in  an  artistic  or  creative  field. 

He  said,  "People  in  the  village  usually  pretend  that 
they  are  talented," 

Another  weekender  summarized  the  village  ways  in  the 
following  manner.  "You  crash  in  the  village  to 
get  a roof  over  your  head.  The  people  in  the 
village  are  sick  because  they  do  not  eat  properly. 

Food  is  hamburgers  and  chips.  They  get  money  from 
drug  pushing.  Pushers  always  have  money.  Some 
Pushers  put  spices  into  envelopes  and  sell  them  to 
unsuspecting  kids,  teeny  hoppers,  for  $5.00.  For 
clothes,  the  villagers  wear  the  same  things,  the 
only  ones  they  own.  If  they  work  they  have  clothes. 

They  wash  their  clothes  and  then  sit  nude  until  they  dry. 
Every  two  months,  clothes  are  dipped  in  a pail  of 
water  and  put  back  on.  They  don't  need  entertain- 
ment. They  get  their  kicks  from  the  straight 
people  that  walk  by.  They  go  to  Church  to  talk. 
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To  travel,  they  hitchhike.  To  obtain  cosmetics, 
the  women  shoplift.  It's  done  every  day. 

They  bum  cigarettes  and  get  drugs  laid  on 
them.  They  beg,  borrow  or  steal."  She 
mentioned  the  clinic  that  provides  medical  aid, 
the  Digger  home  on  Spadina  and  the  Village 
Bar  that  rescues  the  village  kids  from  petty 
offences.  She  thinks  that  it  is  funny  that 
a person  breaking  away  from  society  has  to 
depend  on  it  so  much. 

Talking  about  the  village  economy,  a weekender 
said,  "They  can  get  away  without  doing  any  work  by 
'burning'  people  for  money,  if  they  have  to.  They 
are  day-to-day  people.  They  live  for  today  and  say, 
'To  hell  with  tomorrow'." 

A greaser  said,  "The  kids  write  songs  and  draw,  and 
don't  sit  around  like  the  outsiders  think.  They 
also  sell  papers.  They  don't  want  to  dress  up  and 
work  in  offices.  So  they  work  in  a car  wash  or  sell 
papers.  This  is  enough  to  keep  them.  They  don't 
want  houses  and  haircuts  but  just  enougn  to  sit  in 
a restaurant  and  buy  a meal." 


( ii ) Sources  of  Income 


Most  of  the  methods  of  getting  money  do  not  involve  work  but 
they  are  illegal  or  ways  disapproved  of  by  people  in  the  larger  society. 
For  example,  stealing  the  essentials  of  life  or  other  goods  is  an 
accepted  way  of  living  and  there  is  no  stigma  attached  to  it.  It  is 
common  among  the  villagers  to  "pick  up"  whatever  they  might  need  from 
stores  without  paying.  They  do  this  when  in  need  of  goods  like  food, 
shoes,  sweaters,  gloves,  etc.  There  is  no  feeling  of  guilt  or  fear 
attached  to  stealing. 

The  majority  of  the  villagers  also  panhandle  from  the  people 
around;  whether  they  are  other  villagers  or  outsiders  is  immaterial. 

They  ask  not  only  for  money  but  also  for  cigarettes.  Panhandling  is 
an  accepted  pattern  of  life  in  the  village,  and  it  is  an  aggressive 
form  of  begging  in  which  the  villager  may  say,  "Give  me  a dollar, 
you  can  afford  it."  Since  it  is  a legal  offence,  some  use  selling 
the  village  paper  as  a pretext,  when,  in  fact,  they  are  panhandling. 

Some  people  borrow  money  from  friends  who  are  seldom  repaid. 
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Most  villagers  have  a few  clothes  or  valuables  which  can  be 
turned  into  cash.  They  will  pawn  their  personal  belongings  or  stolen 
goods.  In  such  instances  they  give  a false  name  and  address  and  seldom 
return  to  redeem  the  articles.  Some  try  to  sell  their  clothing  whenever 
they  are  in  need  of  money  but  only  if  there  are  no  other  means  of 
obtaining  it.  In  such  cases,  others  in  the  village  assist  them  in 
selling  their  goods.  They  often  sell  valuable  items  for  ridiculously 
low  prices. 

Some  villagers  receive  welfare  from  the  city,  and  a small  amount  ! 
of  both  male  and  female  prostitution  is  part  of  the  village  economy. 

Some  villagers  do  work  for  short  periods  and  quit  as  soon  as 
they  feel  self-sufficient  or  bored.  Self-sufficiency  does  not  imply 
provision  for  long-term  plans.  A person  usually  considers  himself 
self-sufficient  if  he  can  raise  the  money  for  a week’s  rent.  During 
the  winter  months,  villagers  often  shovel  snow  to  make  a little  money, 
though  basically  many  of  them  hate  hard  work.  Anyone  interested  in 
selling  the  village  paper  Satyrday  is  given  a few  copies  by  a 
distributor.  Each  one  is  to  be  sold  at  25  cents  and  on  every  paper 
the  salesman  gets  a share  of  10  cents,  while  the  distributor  receives 
5 cents  and  the  editor  who  is  also  the  proprietor  gets  10  cents. 


Drug  pushing  is  one  of  the  easiest  sources  available  for  the 
villagers  to  make  money.  Their  involvement  ranges  from  merely  making 
enough  money  for  survival  to  becoming  rich  through  large  scale 
merchandising.  Since  drugs  are  an  expensive  life  essential  in 
Yorkville,  people  can  earn  their  money  by  small  scale  pushing.  With 
an  ounce  of  "grass",  a person  could  sell  two  dime  bags,  and  have  four 
dime  bags  for  himself.  After  restoring  his  capital,  he  would  then 
invest  in  another  ounce.  It  is  a very  profitable  business  and  many 
pushers  earn  more  than  100  per  cent  profits  on  their  dealings.  Even 
by  merely  helping  in  a transaction,  a person  is  offered  profits  in 
cash  or  kind.  Not  many  people  in  the  village  are  "smart  pushers." 

In  times  of  desperate  need  for  money,  they  offer  to  sell  drugs  to 
almost  anyone  they  run  into,  thus  increasing  the  chances  of  being 
caught  by  narcotic  agents.  The  prices  of  several  drugs  are  much  lower] 
in  the  village  than  in  other  areas  of  the  city.  For  this  reason  many 
people  from  the  city  go  to  the  village  to  procure  their  supplies. 


The  economic  life  of  a villager  depends  upon  his  stage  in  the 
village  life.  In  the  beginning,  he  is  often  idealistic  with  no 
intentions  of  crashing  at  other  people’s  pads  or  begging  for  food, 
but  after  a time  village  life  begins  to  influence  him.  Then  he  may 
support  himself  by  pushing,  breaking  and  entering,  and  various  other 
exploitative  activities.  The  girls  often  support  the  boys.  The  older] 
villagers  exploit  the  newer  villagers  for  support  and  shelter,  while 
the  new  ones  exploit  the  girls. 
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Most  of  the  weekenders  have  superior  financial  resources  upon 
which  the  true  villagers  prey.  It  is  said  in  the  village  that  the 
"teeny  hoppers"  have  a crush  on  the  hippies  and  that  they  will  go  to 
any  extent  to  share  their  wealth  with  them  - whether  it  is  in  the 
form  of  food,  money  or  dope.  Weekenders  make  themselves  useful  to 
the  residents  by  buying  food,  cleaning  up,  providing  snacks,  and 
cigarettes  in  exchange  for  the  use  of  washrooms,  participating  in 
"pot"  parties  and  other  village  activities.  Since  drug  selling  offers 
attractive  returns,  many  weekenders  are  led  or  tempted  into  selling 
drugs  in  their  home  neighbourhood. 

A hippie  girl  wrote  the  following  poem  describing  her  way  of 
life;  which  sums  up  the  economic  philosophy  of  the  village. 


Merci 


We  ask  you,  sir,  "do  you  have  a nickel?" 

By  opening  your  eye,  why  can't  you  tell 
We're  not  beggars,  we're  not  bums 
But  you  turn  your  back,  how  come? 

It's  our  way  of  life,  our  living; 

When  we  have  extra,  we're  always  giving. 

You  eye  us  with  disgust,  distaste. 

You  realize,  sir,  your  soul's  a huge  waste. 

We  live  to  be  free,  to  enjoy  our  lives 
Not  to  cause  riots  or  throw  knaves 
Our  hands  never  rise  above  our  waist 
I understand,  sir,  your  face  is  like  paste. 

Did  you  ever  blink,  laugh,  ever  smile? 

Have  you  looked  ahead  of  the  next  mile? 
Tomorrow  you'll  need  help,  someone,  anyone. 
But  don't  look  back  'cause  we'll  be  gone. 

Do  you  understand,  do  you  know  how  we  feel? 

I can't  see  you,  are  you  for  real? 

I feel  the  paper  lying  in  my  palm 

That  flicker  of  light,  I pray  it  stays  warm. 

Tomorrow  you  will  smile,  "See  what  I did." 
Your  plastic  face  can  never  be  hid 
But  we  thank  you,  and  say  it  again 
Every  hour  we  make  a new  friend. 


X ATTITUDES  TOWARD  SEX  IN  YORKVILLE 


It  is  commonly  believed  that  Yorkville  is  a community  devoted 
to  quick  and  easy  sexual  gratification.  To  some  extent  this  is  true, 
but  there  is  no  single  type  of  sexual  activity  in  the  village. 

Rather,  each  of  the  four  groups  which  occupy  the  community  has  its 
own  attitudes  towards  sexual  mores. 


(1)  The  Hippies 

It  is  interesting  and  significant  that  one  can  describe  hippie 
sexual  mores  to  apply  reasonably  well  to  both  sexes.  As  love  is  a 
reciprocal  arrangement  between  a man  and  a woman,  so  sex  is  a recipro- 
cal arrangement  between  two  hippies.  The  partners  in  the  arrangement 
have  equal  rights  and  autonomy.  While  sexual  involvement  occurs  often 
within  this  group  it  is  seldom  a topic  of  conversation.  The  emphasis 
is  upon  the  personal  nature  of  each  affair.  While  hippies  prefer 
not  to  be  tied  down  to  one  person,  the  relationships  between  hippies 
are  usually  of  a longer  duration  than  those  in  other  groups  with 

the  exception  of  the  motorcycle  gang.  Often  a couple  will  live  common- 

law  until  the  arrangement  no  longer  suits  both  parties.  Sometimes 
a couple  will  undergo  the  ritual  of  a Hippie  Wedding.  This  type 
of  ritual  makes  the  agreement  festive  and  something  which  can  be 
shared  with  close  friends.  Couples  eventually  break  up  but  the  parting 
is  very  seldom  a scene  of  heartbreak  or  anger.  While  some  cases  of 
sexual  jealousies  were  reported,  the  hippie  ideal  of  no  jealousy  is  i 

often  approached.  Also,  it  should  be  noted  that  there  are  a few  cases  | 
of  prostitution  and  a few  cases  of  homosexuality  occurring  within  | 

the  hippie  group.  i 

(2)  The  Weekenders  j 

For  this  group  there  are  marked  differences  between  the  sexual  I 
situation  of  the  males  and  females.  The  male  weekender  is  often  '■ 

frustrated  in  his  sexual  endeavours  within  the  village.  This  is 
mainly  due  to  the  unavailability  of  hippie  women.  The  male  weekender  ■ 
has  no  accommodation  and  therefore  sexual  relations  are  difficult  9 
within  the  group  while  at  the  village.  Sex  is  readily  available  for  :■ 
weekender  girls  as  they  are  in  demand  by  the  hippies,  greasers,  and  S 
motorcycle  gangs.  Many  girls  find  that  they  can  exchange  the  ultimateB 
favour  for  a place  to  stay  and  an  opportunity  to  try  drugs.  Very  S 
often  the  sexual  experience  in  Yorkville  is  the  first  for  the  young  M 
female  weekender.  Taking  along  some  of  her  aspirations  from  her  home  .jB 
environment,  she  would  often  try  to  form  a more  lasting  type  of  I 

relationship  with  her  partner.  One  accepted  within  the  hippie  "J1 
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society,  she  would  usually  have  similar  attitudes  toward  sex  as  her 
hippie  counterparts.  When  an  affair  was  terminated,  however,  she 
was  likely  to  be  hurt  and  to  seek  new  understanding  back  in  her  home 
environment.  Where  it  was  possible,  the  weekend  girl  would  prefer 
an  affair  with  a hippie  to  an  affair  with  a greaser.  Most  weekenders 
were  horrified  by  the  reputation  of  the  sex  life  within  the  motorcycle 
gangs,  and  avoided  them  diligently. 


(3)  The  Motorcycle  Gangs 

The  motorcycle  gangs  reflect  some  of  the  middle  class 
morality  in  their  attitudes  toward  sex.  For  example,  there  is  a 
strong  emphasis  on  the  possessiveness  conferred  by  the  sexual 
relationship.  The  male  members  of  the  gangs  view  their  "old  ladies" 
as  private  property.  If  someone  else  tried  to  make  advances  to  his 
"old  lady"  the  bike-boy  would  fight  about  it.  The  females  of  the 
gang  have  no  real  rights  when  it  comes  to  sexual  relationships.  They 
were  chosen  and  had  no  say  in  whom  they  would  be  assigned  to.  The 
females  depend  upon  the  males  for  their  identification  within  the  gang. 
Jealousies  over  sexual  matters  are  very  prevalent  within  this  group. 

The  males  like  to  maintain  a "stud"  image  and  often  boast  about  such 
triumphs  as  oral  genital  love  play.  Proving  oneself  to  others  is 
important  in  the  gang  and  so  they  sometimes  take  part  in  a ritual 
called  the  "gang  splash"  in  which  several  males  would  have  sexual 
intercourse  with  one  girl  at  the  same  time.  The  concept  of  love 
accompanying  sex  is  completely  foreign  to  the  motorcycle  gang. 


(4)  The  Greasers 

For  the  greaser  male  in  Yorkville  sex  is  an  important  but 
often  scarce  commodity.  As  the  greaser  girls  were  a very  small  group, 
many  greasers  would  prowl  the  streets  each  night  hoping  to  find 
available  weekender  girls.  The  relationships  with  the  weekenders 
are  usually  one  night  stands.  Occasionally  a greaser  will  have  an 
affair  with  a hippie  girl  and  try  to  keep  her  as  his  "old  lady." 

He  admires  the  bike-boys  for  their  gang  splashes  but  they  are 
difficult  for  him  to  arrange  because  of  a lack  of  group  cohesion. 

The  greaser  does  a great  deal  of  boasting  about  his  sexual  exploits 
as  does  the  bike-boy.  In  the  greaser  group  both  male  and  female  turn 
to  homosexuality  and  prostitution  in  large  numbers. 


XI  DRUG  USE  IN  YORKVILLE 


( i ) Introduction 


Drug  use  in  Yorkville  has  received  a great  deal  of  publicity, 
both  through  the  media  and  through  the  spread  of  rumors  by  visitors 
to  the  village.  The  emphasis  of  this  publicity  has  been  on  the 
ubiquity  of  drug  usage  and  not  on  the  nature  of  the  drugs  used, 
their  method  of  use,  procurement,  or  the  reasons  for  this  use.  The 
aim  of  this  section  is  to  supply  ethnographic  material  on  these 
aspects  of  drug  use. 

In  Yorkville,  the  aim  is  to  get  "high"  as  often  as  possible 
and  one  could  not  maintain  status  as  a villager  without  frequently 
using  drugs.  However,  there  is  some  protection  offered  those  under 
16,  and  drugs  are  more  difficult  for  them  to  get.  Drug  experiences 
occur  very  soon  after  a weekender  or  hippie  enters  Yorkville,  usually 
within  the  first  few  days.  The  longer  he  is  there  the  greater  his 
love  for  drugs.  Remarks  such  as,  "I  want  to  be  high  all  the  time," 
or,  "I  want  to  blow  my  mind"  are  often  heard.  Life  in  Yorkville 
without  drugs  is  seen  as  a "drag"  or  a bore.  Although  some  drugs 
are  preferred  over  others,  there  appear  to  be  almost  no  norms  of 
moderation  established  for  the  control  of  drug  experiences.  The  best 
is  the  most,  and  those  with  the  largest  number  of  trips  or  different 
experiences  are  most  highly  valued.  No  one  in  Yorkville  states  that 
someone  (over  16)  has  had  too  many  drugs  or  too  many  drug  experiences. 
In  short,  there  is  no  concept  of  excess,  abuse,  or  over-indulgence 
with  regard  to  the  non-narcotic  drugs.  This  lack  of  normative  control, 
of  course,  makes  initiation  into  drug  experiences  a rapid  and  rather 
frightening  excursion  for  weekenders  and  new  hippies. 


( ii ) Types  of  Drugs  Used 

The  variety  of  drugs  used  freely  in  Yorkville  can  only  be 
astounding  to  the  outsider.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  inventory 
them,  as  reportedly  new  drugs  or  new  mixtures  are  introduced  each 
week.  The  substances  in  regular  use  for  kicks  or  mood  changes 
include,  marijuana,  hashish,  LSD,  amphetamines  (speed),  frost, 
cough  syrups,  asthma  preparations,  codeine  pills,  morning  glory 
seeds,  STP,  airplane  glue,  nose  drops,  strammonium,  opium,  DMT, 
nail  polish  remover,  cigarettes,  depressants  of  all  sorts,  and, 
of  course,  alcohol.  Synthetic  forms  of  marijuana  were  also 
reported  to  be  available  in  April,  1968.  Experiments  with  preparing 
aspirins  and  cola  drinks,  boiled  sunflower  seeds,  banana  peels, 
sugar  and  many  other  substances  have  been  made  as  well.  There  is 
virtually  no  consensus  that  drugs  in  general  are  harmful  enough  to 
discourage  usage.  Individuals  may  prefer  certain  types  of  drug 
experiences  but  discrimination  is  minor,  especially  when  supplies 
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of  favoured  drugs  are  limited.  The  exceptions  to  this  general 
statement  are  heroin  and  morphine;  hippies,  weekenders,  and 
motorcyclists  would  never  take  these  willingly,  although  some 
greasers  are  heroin  addicts.  One  hippie  typified  the  general 
acceptance  of  drugs  by  saying,  "I  don’t  like  to  criticize  any 
drug  until  1 have  tried  it  at  least  once.  I would  like  to  try 
everything  once  and  find  out  the  best  and  stick  to  it.” 


(iii)  Procurement  of  Drugs 

Yorkville  does  not  resemble  the  drug  communities  traditionally 
described  in  North  American  urban  centres.  Yorkville  differs  from 
the  old  patterns  of  drug  trafficking,  both  in  the  means  of  marketing 
the  illicit  products  and  in  the  nature  of  those  products.  Also,  the 
motivations  of  the  drug  users  in  Yorkville  are  not  consistent  with 
those  of  the  traditional  addict.  Finally,  drug  use  in  Yorkville 
exists  in  a new  type  of  environment  created  by  the  inhabitant's 
attitudes  toward  the  morality  of  experiments  in  the  chemistry  of 
consciousness . 

Traditionally,  drug  trafficking  has  a sinister  image.  One 
imagines  the  unsuspecting  derelict  in  the  slums  being  duped  by  the 
unscrupulous  junkie,  addicted  to  a drug  which  he  never  knew  was 
powerful,  and  becoming  dependent  upon  a life  of  crime  to  pay  for 
his  periodic  fix.  The  addict  considered  himself,  and  was  considered 
by  others,  to  be  a criminal,  and  he  lived  in  constant  fear  of  being 
caught.  Most  considered  drugs  to  be  the  ruination  of  their  former 
life  patterns. 

All  of  this  stands  in  contrast  to  the  festive  air  in  Yorkville 
as  news  spreads  that  a new  shipment  of  grass  or  acid  has  arrived. 

The  shipment  may  arrive  from  Western  Canada,  the  United  States 
(California  in  particular),  or  from  Mexico.  Often  it  has  been 
brought  into  the  village  by  a hippie  or  greaser  travelling  to 
Toronto  from  one  of  the  other  major  hippie  centres  like  Vancouver. 
Sometimes  a group  within  the  village  will  pool  their  funds  so  that  one 
of  them  can  go  south  to  buy  large  quantities  of  the  preferred  drug 
at  the  lowest  possible  prices.  This  is  the  greatest  degree  of 
organization  in  the  procuring  and  marketing  process  in  Yorkville.  The 
elements  of  organized  crime  which  push  narcotics  in  Toronto  are  usually 
by-passed  so  that  lower  prices  and  higher  quality  can  be  ensured. 

When  the  supply  is  plentiful  in  the  village,  the  prices  are 
low  and  the  sales  go  quickly.  At  such  times  the  villagers  will  often 
share  their  supplies  with  their  friends.  Many  people  reported  that 
they  never  bought  drugs  because  their  friends  were  willing  to  share 
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what  was  available.  The  small-time  pushers  would  sell  to  strangers, 
usually  weekenders,  but  large  amounts  are  circulated  without  an 
exchange  of  money.  When  the  supply  is  low  the  more  serious  pushers 
may  auction  it  in  another  part  of  town.  At  these  times  the  prices 
can  be  very  high  and  most  of  what  is  available  will  be  sold  on  the 
streets  with  very  little  being  circulated  free  among  the  villagers. 

When  asked  about  where  one  could  procure  drugs,  a weekender 
said,  "If  you  walk  from  one  end  of  the  village  to  the  other,  someone 
will  ask  you  to  buy  and,  if  not,  you  just  ask  where  to  get  it.  You 
can  buy  in  the  Church,  at  a restaurant,  in  an  alley,  generally  in 
Yorkville  at  any  time.  The  word  spreads  when  a shipment  comes  in." 
The  first  time  he  was  high  was  not  the  first  time  he  had  seen  it 
done.  A friend  of  his  who  had  an  apartment  had  a joint  made  up 
and  he  let  everyone  pass  it  around.  He  said  he  had  noticed  people 
"doing  up"  in  Queen's  Park,  right  out  in  the  open  on  a Sunday  after- 
noon. The  last  time  he  smoked  was  in  a room  which  was  filled  with 
marijuana  smoke. 


( iv)  Reasons  for  Taking  Drugs 

The  reasons  for  taking  drugs  are  highly  varied.  Drug  use  has 
become  such  an  all  encompassing  activity  that  it  is  tied  to  different 
reasons  at  different  times.  No  single  reason  can  adequately  explain 
such  a large  volume  and  variety  of  drug  usage  patterns.  Some  of  the 
reasons  frequently  mentioned  are  religious,  some  are  psychological, 
and  some  concern  only  curiosity  and  the  relief  of  boredom.  Often 
villagers  will  take  drugs  when  anyone  offers  them,  without  any 
planning  or  a convenient  set  of  "reasons,”  Drugs  are  so  important 
a part  of  the  cultural  milieu  that  they  have  become  the  causes  of 
behaviour  and  attitude  rather  than  the  result, 

A commonly  given  reason  for  using  drugs  is  that  they  are  part 
of  the  quest  for  a new  religion.  This  is  a quest  entered  upon  by 
hippies  and  weekenders,  not  by  greasers  or  motorcyclists  who  are 
usually  atheistic  or  indifferent  to  all  religion.  The  hippies  feel 
that  they  are  on  a journey  to  seek  the  unknown  and  the  mysterious 
through  the  Eastern  religions  such  as  Zen,  Buddhism,  and  Hinduism, 
Marijuana  and  LSD  are  believed  to  help  in  this  quest.  As  one  hippied 
said,  "Acid  is  instant  Zen  or  Hinduism;  a finding  of  the  rational 
soul  and  man's  relation  to  the  universe.  Acid  is  taken  to  help  the 
individual  become  related  to  the  infinite,"  Another  said  that 
"drugs  offer  ultimate  enlightenment.”  A greaser  with  an  unusual 
interest  in  religion  said,  "The  purpose  of  religion  is  to  purify 
your  mind  and  the  purpose  of  drugs  is  to  purify  your  mind." 
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Drugs  of  all  types  are  also  used  to  ameliorate  psychological 
problems  - or  as  a form  of  therapy.  Several  hippies  and  greasers 
stated  that  drugs  should  be  taken  when  people  are  depressed  - for 
example,  one  hippie  girl  said  that  "when  you  are  down  it  is  essential 
to  get  high".  Greasers  also  claim  that  drugs  are  escapism,  especially 
for  weekenders.  One  said  that  "most  kids  in  the  village  take  drugs 
because  they  can’t  face  real  life",  another  that  "people  use  drugs  in 
the  village  because  everyone  else  uses  drugs;  drugs  are  only  a form 
of  escape  from  the  realities  of  life".  Hippies  are  more  likely  to 
mention  self-development,  mind  enhancement,  and  self-exploration  as 
the  major  reason  for  using  drugs,  especially  LSD.  For  example,  a 
hippie  said,  "Acid  makes  the  people  happier  and  brings  them  closer 
to  their  true  selves.  On  acid  you  do  not  conquer  problems  but  you 
rise  above  them." 

A few  persons  believed  that  people  in  Yorkville  take  drugs 
for  kicks,  to  relieve  boredom  or  merely  because  others  do  it.  More 
elevated  reasons  are  usually  advanced,  but  one  weekender  said  that, 
"Kids  take  drugs  for  the  same  reasons  that  people  drink;  that  is  for 
kicks.  Drug  effects  don’t  last.  It’s  like  smoking.  You  do  it 
because  everyone  else  does  it." 


(v)  Methods  of  Using  Drugs 

Marijuana,  the  preferred  drug  for  hippies  and  weekenders,  is 
taken  in  a variety  of  ways.  During  the  smoking  ritual,  lights  are 
switched  off  and  only  a flickering  light  or  flame  is  maintained. 

This  is  also  the  ideal  atmosphere  for  those  who  are  on  acid  trips, 
because  it  allows  the  user  to  concentrate  on  the  movements  of  the 
light.  Both  types  of  users  imagine  that  the  flame  is  dancing  to  a 
certain  tune  that  is  played  in  the  background.  People  generally 
complain  that  there  are  bad  "vibrations"  around  when  the  atmosphere 
is  not  ideal.  Most  people  in  a mood  to  smoke  prefer  the  environment 
where  the  others  are  also  high.  Solitary  use  of  marijuana  is  rare 
and  thought  to  be  wasteful.  Generally,  each  one  buys  his  own  "stuff" 
or  shares  it  with  his  close  friends.  Smoking  grass  in  hookahs  is 
preferred,  but  since  the  facilities  are  not  often  available,  it  is 
usually  smoked  in  "joints".  Hashish  can  be  smoked  in  a pipe  or  a 
"hookah"  or  chewed  or  swallowed.  It  can  also  be  placed  on  a lighted 
cigarette  and  inhaled  through  a straw,  or  directly  from  the  lighted 
end . 


To  derive  maximum  benefit  out  of  marijuana,  villagers  sometimes 
make  tea  with  the  seeds  and  the  twigs  and  later  dry  them  out  for 
smoking.  Whenever  they  roll  joints,  or  open  a package  containing 
grass,  if  anything  is  spilled,  it  is  licked  off  the  floor  or  the 
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paper  put  there  to  collect  spills.  Nothing  is  discarded  or  wasted. 
Villagers  smoke,  drink,  and  eat  marijuana,  hashish  and  opium. 

Marijuana  is  also  smoked  in  pipes  with  a screen,  so  that  only 
a little  is  consumed.  It  is  rolled  into  "joints"  (cigarettes)  of  all 
sizes,  at  times  reaching  the  size  of  a cigar.  Licorice  paper  is 
preferred.  Marijuana  is  smoked  by  inhaling  the  smoke  and  holding  it 
in  the  lungs  for  as  long  as  possible  although  some  people  choke  in 
the  process. 

Sometimes  a joint  is  put  in  a hole  in  a cardboard  tube.  One 
end  of  the  tube  is  blocked  by  the  palm  of  the  hand  and  smoke  is  drawn 
through  the  other  end.  This  process  produces  a lot  of  smoke  from  a 
single  "toke"  (puff).  In  a group,  only  one  "joint"  is  lit  at  a time 
and  it  is  passed  around  for  each  to  take  a "toke".  When  the  cigarette 
almost  burns  their  fingers  towards  the  last  stages,  they  either  eat 
the  roach  (butt)  or  save  them  and  later  roll  several  "roaches"  into 
another  joint.  The  people  are  aware  that  whenever  they  smoke  there 
are  always  others  around  with  whom  they  must  share.  This  is  why 
some  are  particular  about  the  people  around  when  they  are  in  a mood 
to  smoke.  There  are  always  people  in  the  village  who  are  looking  for 
"stuff"  to  be  "laid"  on  them. 

Glue  is  also  sniffed  in  the  village.  One  method  used  is  to 
squeeze  airplane  glue  into  a plastic  bag  and  sniff  it.  Another  way 
is  to  squeeze  a strip  of  glue  into  a handkerchief,  roll  it  and 
breathe  in  the  fumes. 

LSD  is  usually  dissolved  in  water  and  drunk,  although  sometimes 
the  tablets  or  capsules  are  eaten  alone.  Usually,  people  prefer  to 
have  someone  with  them  as  a guide  when  they  take  acid,  although 
solitary  LSD  trips  are  made  too, 

A weekend  girl  who  went  on  two  acid  trips  narrated  her  experi- 
ences. The  first  trip  was  taken  at  home  when  nobody  was  around.  She 
said  that  she  was  laughing  until  she  was  bored.  Later  she  sat  very 
close  to  the  television  and  was  involved  in  the  lines  which  appeared 
to  be  changing  colours.  For  a time  she  watched  the  story  and  felt  as 
if  she  was  a part  of  the  story.  Later  she  went  to  the  mirror  to  look 
at  herself.  For  a time  she  noticed  the  movements  of  the  character 
in  the  mirror.  Every  detail  was  clear  in  the  mirror  and  the  image 
scared  her  because  it  was  ugly.  She  moved  away  and  looked  through 
her  window.  She  said,  "It  was  all  so  pretty,  like  a fairyland 
paradise.  It  was  all  blue.  She  was  very  happy."  After  some  time 
she  read  a book  and  thoroughly  grasped  the  story.  Then  she  fell  asleep, 
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A frost  making  preparation  is  also  used  for  getting  high.  This 
is  a substance  used  to  freeze  glasses  for  iced  drinks.  Some  of  the 
villagers  fill  a balloon  with  it  and  then  inhale  it.  The  first  reaction 
is  almost  a sort  of  choking  sensation.  As  soon  as  the  user  recovers  from 
this  he  begins  to  speak  with  a queer  bass  voice.  During  the  frost 
ritual,  people  laugh  at  one  another,  giggle,  scream  and  hold  their 
heads,  probably  to  feel  if  their  heads  are  frozen.  The  frost  reaction 
lasts  only  a few  minutes. 

During  a frost  session,  the  following  comments  were  recorded; 
"groovy  stuff  baby,  puttin'  me  right  out  of  my  mind,  wowl  wow!  I don't 
understand  this  at  all.  God  am  I stoned.  It  evei'  tastes  awful. 

Never  gotten  stoned  like  this.  Really  weird.  Best  stuff.  Once  it 
starts  to  work,  you  can't  talk  right.  Little  green  lights  running 
down  your  head.  Your  veins  are  green.  Holy  God,  does  it  ever  screw 
up  your  mind.  Does  my  voice  ever  sound  funny.  It  is  so  weird,  so 
strange.  Have  you  ever  taken  anything  like  this?  Do  you  understand 
what  I am  saying?  I don't  know  what  I am  saying.  Does  my  voice  sound 
like  I think  it's  sounding?  It's  blowing  my  mind.  Holy  God,  does  it 
ever  fuck  you  up.  How  you  feeling'  baby?  How  many  has  he  had?  It 
doesn't  matter.  Wears  off  in  a couple  of  minutes.  You  can  feel  it 
on  your  teeth.  Cold  mouth.  Feels  like  going  real  fast,  then  slowin' 
down.  Is  it  harmful?  This  won't  kill  you.  Go  again  man.  I can't. 

I've  got  to  have  a big  one,  I haven't  had  a big  one  for  a long  time. 

You  don't  believe  what  it  does  to  your  fuckin'  mind.  This  is  going 
to  put  me  out  of  my  mind.  I can't  even  feel  it  now.  He's  gone,  I 
think  it's  kind  of  dangerous.  It  kills  one  thousand  brain  cells.  It's 
like  a pick  in  the  crowd.  You'll  freeze  your  fuckin'  fingers.  That 
will  fuck  him  this  time.  Am  I all  fucked  up.  Baby  you  know  what  I 
like.  I am  so  stoned,  what's  happened,  I have  gone  way  out.  I 
don't  believe  my  fuckin'  eyes.  All  gone.  Can't  be  all  gone.  Hold 
it,  it's  all  gone. 

A greaser  told  how  he  could  go  on  100  trips  with  a two  dollar 
frost  can.  Narrating  the  effects,  he  said,  "When  you  close  your  eyes 
it  is  beautiful.  You  should  do  it  in  a dark  place:  in  a closet  or 
turn  the  light  out."  He  said  that  when  he  tried  frost  everything  was 
black.  Once  he  turned  on  in  the  subway  in  front  of  everybody.  "Frost 
is  legal.  It  changes  your  voice.  The  cops  can't  bust  you  for  that." 

Some  of  the  hippies  get  high  on  "asthma  cigarettes"  which  are 
chewed  and  swallowed.  There  are  also  attempts  to  get  high  through 
sniffing  or  chewing  nutmeg,  chewing  cigarette  or  cigar  butts, 
drinking  nose  drops,  etc.  The  process  of  "doing  up"  is  torturous  in 
many  cases,  but  villagers  tolerate  the  process  because  the  effects 
are  so  worthwhile.  Drugs  are  so  important  to  certain  people  that, 
when  none  are  available,  they  have  "shot"  ordinary  sugar  into  their 
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system,  Some  even  get  thrills  by  "shooting"  up  ordinary  water.  People 
often  attempt  to  roll  "joints"  out  of  the  pills  like  aspirin  in  an  attempt 
to  get  "high",  whether  it  is  practicable  or  not. 


( vi ) Opinions  About  Drugs 

The  milder  hallucinogens,  such  as  marijuana  and  hashish,  were 
generally  believed  to  have  powers  to  relax  the  individual  and  to  help 
him  to  lose  his  inhibitions.  These  drugs  were  usually  thought  of  in 
the  same  light  as  alcohol.  Most  took  them  for  what  they  described  as 
"kicks."  They  enjoyed  the  loss  of  inhibitions  and  revelled  in  the 
childish  delights  of  doing  things  that  they  wouldn't  do  without  the 
chemical  influence.  In  Yorkville,  all  of  the  people  who  take  drugs 
smoke  marijuana  or  hashish.  It  appeared  to  be  the  first  step  in  each 
individual's  experiences  with  drugs.  Yet  many  would  go  no  further. 
Heroin  was  used  only  by  the  occasional  greaser  and  not  by  hippies, 
motorcyclists,  or  weekenders. 

Mescaline,  LSD,  and  methedrine  are  considered  to  be  much 
stronger  than  marijuana,  and  many  of  the  weekenders  and  bike-boys 
were  afraid  of  the  uncontrolled  nature  of  these  trips.  It  required 
a greater  desire  for  adventure  to  take  the  stronger  drugs,  and  most 
who  took  them  felt  that  they  were  searching  for  some  type  of  insight 
into  the  nature  of  reality  or  of  the  Self.  These  drugs  create  in  the 
user  a very  interesting  dichotomy  of  interest.  He  finds  that  on  the 
trip  his  attention  is  centred  upon  the  heightened  perceptions  of  the 
world  around  him,  and  at  the  same  time  he  is  driven  by  very  intense 
periods  of  introspection.  This  dichotomy  of  interests  created  a 
confusion  in  which  it  was  impossible  to  relax.  Yet  the  user  usually 
felt  that  the  trip  was  beneficial  and  that  in  the  process  of  cleansing 
the  perceptual  processes,  he  had  gained  some  profound  insights  into 
the  relation  of  man  to  the  universe.  In  many  cases  the  user  described 
the  LSD  experience  as  educational. 

There  are  three  types  of  pushers  in  the  village.  Hippies  and 
some  of  the  greasers  may  begin  selling  drugs  to  the  richer  weekenders 
because  they  need  an  easy  source  of  money.  They  will  sell  to  anyone 
on  the  streets  and  often  ask  strangers  in  public  places  if  they  would 
like  to  buy.  Some  of  the  greasers  consider  themselves  to  be  high 
pressure  business  men  and  will  usually  handle  the  larger  shipments. 
They  transact  their  business  with  the  other  pushers  in  Yorkville  and 
are  the  most  likely  to  have  dealings  with  the  organized  drug  trade  in 
the  different  parts  of  the  city.  Finally,  there  are  the  weekender 
pushers.  This  is  a small  group  of  weekenders  who  buy  large  amounts 
in  the  village  and  then  sell  their  supply  in  the  suburban  high  schools 
This  group  is  often  motivated  by  the  excitement  of  being  involved  in 
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illicit  dealings  and  of  being  a part  of  the  liberal  movement  of 
"turning  everyone  on." 

Not  all  of  the  drugs  which  are  used  in  Yorkville  are  difficult 
to  obtain.  Many  adolescents  were  experimenting  in  turning  on  with 
more  common  substances,  such  as  airplane  glue,  cough  medicine,  222' s, 
nail  polish,  and  frost  substance  used  for  cooling  glasses.  It  was 
generally  agreed  that  a trip  on  these  substances  was  depressing. 

Despite  the  depressant  qualities  of  such  drugs,  however,  many  were 
still  using  them. 

A person's  choice  of  drugs  is  dependent  upon  his  motivation 
for  turning  on.  As  mentioned  earlier,  no  drug  users  have  inhibitions 
about  trying  marijuana  and  hashish.  Users  in  the  hippie  group  and 
some  of  the  weekenders  were  interested  in  the  educational  aspects  of 
drugs  and  so  were  likely  to  try  mescaline  or  LSD.  In  such  cases,  the 
frequency  of  acid  trips  would  be  about  one  every  three  weeks  or  a 
month.  Some  of  the  greasers  took  these  drugs  for  the  same  reason,  but 
many  more  were  more  interested  in  the  challenge  of  trying  something 
stronger,  such  as  speed,  STP,  glue,  and  the  more  exotic  preparations. 
Greasers  seem  to  use  the  greatest  variety  of  drugs  and  to  be  the  most 
willing  to  buy  the  new  mixtures. 

For  the  most  part,  the  bike-boys  are  not  interested  in  the 
newer  or  more  exotic  drugs.  They  were  content  to  try  marijuana  from 
time  to  time  and  to  get  their  "kicks"  mostly  from  alcohol.  If  a 
person  was  resorting  to  the  depressant  or  stimulant  drugs  he  was 
usually  a greaser. 

The  general  feeling  among  hippies  is  that  drinking  alcohol 
is  depressing  and  in  poor  taste.  "Juicing  is  a down  trip”  is  a 
frequently  heard  maxim.  They  also  say  that  people  who  use  alcohol 
"come  on  loud  and  wrong."  There  are  few  hippie  or  weekender  parties 
involving  alcohol,  although  they  will  use  it  if  absolutely  nothing 
else  is  available.  To  illustrate  this  the  anthropologist  offered 
whisky  to  several  hippies  and  all  took  it  during  a time  of  drug 
scarcity.  The  remainder  of  a bottle  was  stolen  by  a hippie  but  perhaps  he 
did  not  drink  it.  The  general  hippie  consensus  is  that  alcohol  is 
a dangerous  addictive  drug,  vulgarized  by  its  general  use  in  the  large 
society . 


There  is  a curious  remove  between  expressed  drug  attitudes 
and  actual  drug  use.  Many  villagers  are  very  worried  about  the 
physical  and  psychological  effects  of  various  drugs,  but  they  continue 
to  use  them.  A girl  who  was  pregnant  and  worried  about  genetic  damage 
to  her  baby  still  continued  to  use  LSD,  albeit  rather  anxiously.  There 
is  a general  consensus  that  the  mixing  of  drugs  can  be  harmful , but 
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drug  mixtures  are  often  ingested  and  new  combinations  are  awaited  with 
pleasure.  In  general,  villagers  are  keenly  aware  of  the  adverse  effects 
of  drugs  such  as  LSD  and  amphetamines,  but  they  believe  that  they 
are  immune  or  the  "freak-outs  on  LSD  are  to  be  expected  once  in  a while." 
Also,  drug  over dosages  are  common,  quality  control  is  known  to  be  low 
and  numerous  villagers  have  had  their  stomachs  pumped  out  at  general 
hospitals.  Nevertheless,  almost  no  precautions  are  taken  to  prevent 
overdosage.  This  type  of  irrationality  and  willing  exposure  to 
physical  discomfort  and  to  health  dangers  is  completely  at  variance 
with  most  behaviour  in  the  larger  society. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  many  villagers  believe  that  their  drug 
use  has  done  them  irreparable  harm.  Many  feel  that  they  have  taken 
so  many  drugs  that  their  "brains  are  scrambled"  and  they  cannot 
return  to  normal  life.  In  numerous  conversations  they  say  that  "their 
minds  are  fucked  up"  but  few  seem  to  stop  using  drugs  for  this  reason. 
They  would  rather  indulge  in  more  drugs  and  continue  to  blow  their 
minds  because  "the  damage  is  already  done."  These  feelings  of  hope- 
lessness particularly  infect  long  term  residents  of  Yorkville. 

It  is  interesting  here  to  compare  the  findings  of  Allardt, 
Markanen,  and  Takala  (1957),  who  studied  drinkers  in  Finland.  They 
found  that  many  persons  who  identified  themselves  with  a drinking 
group,  e.g.,  a tavern  group,  felt  compelled  to  drink  even  when  their 
drinking  attitudes  were  non-permissive . Radouco  - Thomas  (1968), 
as  well,  found  that  about  50  per  cent  of  all  psychedelic  drug  users 
believed  them  to  be  addictive  or  otherwise  harmful.  Social  pressures 
seem  to  force  people  to  use  drugs  against  their  better  judgement  in 
Yorkville  and  ip  a variety  of  other  circumstances. 

While  the  use  of  drugs  is  against  the  law,  most  of  those  who 
frequent  the  village  do  not  feel  that  this  is  a very  serious  offence. 

Most  view  drug  use  in  the  same  light  as  drinking  under  age.  They 
argue  that  a criminal  is  one  who  commits  a crime  against  another 
person.  The  taking  of  drugs  is  a very  personal  thing  and  it  is 
generally  felt  that  the  law  should  not  concern  itself  with  their 
private  affairs.  While  some  in  the  village  take  drugs  thinking  that 
they  are  breaking  the  law,  most  consider  their  actions  to  be  a protest 
against  certain  types  of  "unjust"  laws.  This  majority  thinks  that  a 
law  is  just  if  it  is  meant  to  protect  one  man  from  the  actions  of 
another , A law  is  unjust  if  it  intends  to  regulate  the  private  lives 
of  the  individuals  in  the  community. 


XII  FOUR  CASE  STUDIES 


Luke  - A Hippie 

Luke's  family  often  moved  from  place  to  place.  Luke  used  to 
sleep  in  a drawer  when  he  was  a baby  and  he  remembers  being  once 
locked  in  the  back  of  a car.  Luke's  parents  had  two  more  children, 
a boy  and  a girl.  Luke’s  impressions  of  family  life  in  general  say 
something  about  his  perception  of  his  parents  - "The  people  who  got 
out  of  the  service  after  the  war  found  life  hard  They  gave  up 
their  individuality  because  they  married  and  raised  families  and 
subsequently  because  of  the  depression  their  main  interest  was  how 
to  support  their  families.  They  had  no  time  to  think  about  their 
children  as  individuals  and  their  problems  and  questions," 

Luke  was  not  happy  as  a child  - there  were  frequent  misunder- 
standings and  a lot  of  tension  between  Luke  and  his  father.  His  father 
was  very  attractive  to  women.  This  situation  caused  Luke  much  anxiety. 
Although  Luke  knew  that  his  father  had  never  cheated  on  his  mother  and 
that  he  wouldn't  leave  her,  he  still  hated  him. 

School  only  increased  Luke's  anxiety.  He  disliked  it  intensely 
and  felt  very  much  out  of  place.  He  considers  himself  rebellious 
even  though  there  were  no  major  confrontations  or  acts  of  rebellion. 

He  simply  did  not  do  his  work  and  consequently  was  often  in  trouble. 

In  the  interview  Luke  talked  about:  "the  great  significance  of  social 
order  in  school  which  is  like  clockwork.  The  school  system  is  like 
an  army.  There  is  little  or  no  individuality  allowed  the  student 
except  for  the  two  opposite  poles  of  the  school  system  - kindergarten 
and  university." 

Because  he  did  not  apply  himself  according  to  school  standards, 
Luke  was  transferred  to  a vocational  school  which  he  found  monotonous , 
He  resents  his  lack  of  choice  in  the  decision-making  process.  Along 
with  this  he  was  rejected  by  his  peers  and  classified  as  being  "gay" 
or  "queer."  This  was  another  area  of  friction  between  his  father  and 
him.  Luke  describes  the  conflict  as,  "My  father  kept  'knocking  me 
down'.  I guess  he  had  ambitions  for  me  and  I guess  I let  him  down. 
Parents  expect  their  children  to  be  like  them.  Kids  expect  love  and 
companionship  from  their  parents  and  to  be  respected  as  a person 
Kids  do  not  always  get  this;  parents  don't  know  what  the  kid  is  getting 
at.  They  don’t  like  it  when  the  kid  has  a mind  of  his  own," 

At  16  Luke  dropped  out  of  school  and  left  home  He  came  to 
Toronto  and  discovered  he  was  terrified  of  restaurants  and  subways 
He  took  up  various  jobs  - delivery  boy,  factory  worker,  door-to-door 
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or  on-the-street  selling.  He  frequented  the  village  but  not  regularly. 

At  19  he  set  out  to  hitchhike  across  Canada  visiting  Vancouver, 
Edmonton,  Calgary  and  Winnipeg,  On  arriving  in  a city  he  would  seek 
out  the  bohemian  section.  It  was  difficult  to  find  work  because  of 
the  way  he  dressed  and  his  long  hair.  While  in  the  west,  Luke  became 
involved  in  homosexuality.  He  sought  out  homosexuals  - "I  hustled 
guys  right  off  the  street.”  He  liked  travelling  and  meeting  people 
and  feeling  free  to  pursue  his  lines  of  interest  - poetry  and  art. 

After  a while  he  began  to  get  into  trouble  with  the  law  over  petty 
crimes  such  as  vagrancy  and  stealing.  He  returned  to  Toronto  and 
moved  into  the  village. 

Luke's  experience  with  drugs  was  limited  until  he  came  to  the 
village.  He  is  against  the  use  of  heroin  but  has  used  several  other 
drugs  - grass,  hashish,  methedrine  and  opium. 

Luke's  life  has  been  controlled  by  a search  for  identity.  His 
relationship  with  his  parents  left  him  feeling  guilty  and  confused.  He 
hated  his  father,  but  possibly  admired  him  as  a "ladies  man.”  He 
resented  his  father  for  neglecting  him.  Because  of  the  transient  nature 
of  his  early  family  life,  Luke  had  little  time  to  establish  any  other 
meaningful  relationship.  When  older,  his  needs  for  expression  were 
aborted  both  at  school  and  at  home,  making  him  feel  inadequate  and 
ambivalent  about  his  sexual  identity.  He  sought  identity  sexually. 

He  became  compulsive  in  constant  homosexual  relationships.  Unsatis- 
fied with  this  he  became  immersed  in  another  search  through  hetero- 
sexual relationships  and  a kind  of  "free  love.”  He  is  now  satisfied 
with  "not  having  much  sex  at  all.”  Freedom  to  express  his  drives 
brought  him  closer  to  his  true  self,  clearing  up  many  of  the  confusions, 
fears  and  guilts  evident  earlier. 

Luke  is  interested  in  philosophy  and  eastern  religion.  While 
his  knowledge  is  superficial  he  impresses  weekenders  with  his  dramatic 
description  of  his  concepts  of  life  and  death.  Teeny-boppers  are 
impressed  with  his  hypnotism  and  his  Buddhist  and  Hindu  jargon. 

Luke  says  that  it  is  "hard  to  come  to  terras  with  yourself”  and 
that  "the  village  has  taught  me  about  seeing  between  the  lines,  helped 
me  to  be  more  understanding,  more  compassionate.”  He  does  not  plan 
his  life  but  lets  things  happen  from  day  to  day.  He  is  beginning  to 
be  bored  with  the  village  and  thinks  that  he  has  learned  all  he  can 
from  it.  He  is  confused  about  what  to  do  next.  His  thoughts  range 
from  going  to  India  to  study  Yoga  to  becoming  a disc  jockey. 
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Patricia  - A Weekender 


Patricia  is  16  years  old.  She  is  moddy , sad  and  quiet, 
indicating  a mild  depression.  Her  dress  is  typical  of  the  weekender, 
modish,  mini-skirt,  well-dressed.  She  takes  pride  in  physical 
cleanliness,  uses  perfume  but  little  make-up.  She  walks  slowly  with 
head  bent  and  does  little  talking  or  smiling.  She  does  not  consider 
herself  attractive. 

Pat  has  always  lived  in  a suburb  of  Toronto.  She  has  a younger 
brother.  She  was  always  closest  to  her  father  and  was  her  father's 
pet.  She  remembers  childhood  as  the  best  time  of  her  life  - a 
beautiful  time.  It  was  a little  magical  world  of  fantasy  without 
responsibilities  or  worries 

Pat  was  forced  out  of  her  childhood  fantasies  with  the  reality 
of  her  parents'  divorce.  She  had  to  enter  a new  school  and  had  to 
cope  with  establishing  new  friends.  She  felt  lonely  and  desolate  for 
some  time.  She  watched  a lot  of  TV  but  it  bored  her.  Her  inability 
to  communicate  with  her  mother  and  the  loss  of  the  steady  companion- 
ship and  friendship  of  her  father  increased  the  loneliness.  She,  her 
mother  and  brother  live  in  a rented  house.  She  gets  along  well  with 
her  brother  and  confides  in  him.  At  one  time  she  shared  a room  with 
him.  She  performs  her  household  chores  without  complaint. 

Her  father  lives  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  city.  He  has  not 
remarried  and  keeps  in  frequent  touch  with  the  children,  taking  them 
to  movies,  sending  gifts  and  talking  with  them  weekly  on  the 
telephone . 

Patricia  is  young  for  her  class,  always  doing  well  and  attaining 
high  marks  without  effort.  Her  favourite  subjects  are  languages 
in  which  she  topped  her  grade  12  class.  She  plays  the  flute  and  is 
interested  in  writing  poetry. 

The  kids  at  school  call  her  a "hippie"  because  of  her  style 
of  dressing.  Her  classmates  assume  she  knows  about  drugs.  Patricia 
thinks  of  herself  as  influential  and  a leader.  She  attributes  her 
popularity  at  school  to  her  visits  to  Yorkville. 

Newspaper  and  TV  publicity  aroused  Pat's  interest  in  Yorkville. 
She  also  was  acquainted  with  some  of  the  pushers  at  school.  Upon 
entering  grade  12  she  visited  Yorkville  with  a girlfriend.  At  that 
time  she  was  disturbed  over  her  mother’s  plans  to  remarry.  It  was 
November . 
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Having  heard  that  everybody  went  to  Krishna's,  she  and  her 
friend  joined  a group  of  about  25  people,  sitting  on  the  floor  in  his 
room.  A male  hippie,  18  years  old,  started  a conversation  with  her 
and  she  became  infatuated  with  him,  listening  to  him  exclusively  for 
the  rest  of  the  evening.  He  spoke  of  various  drugs  and  his  experiences 
with  them,  describing  them  as  wonderful.  He  told  her  where  he  was 
living  and  invited  her  to  visit  him  there  the  next  day.  There  were 
no  drugs  used  at  this  meeting,  but  some  of  the  guests  were  under  the 
influence  of  drugs.  She  and  her  girlfriend  left  the  group  about 
11  o'clock  in  order  to  be  home  by  midnight,  her  curfew. 

The  next  day  she  returned  to  Yorkville  alone,  arriving  at  the 
hippie's  place  in  the  morning.  She  had  her  first  sexual  experience. 
Later  she  talked  of  the  charm  and  attraction  of  the  hippie  with  her 
friends. 


The  following  weekend  she  returned  with  her  girlfriend  to 
the  village.  This  time  the  hippie  made  off  with  her  friend,  leaving 
Patricia  to  return  home  alone,  hurt  and  furious.  A week  later  she  was 
picked  up  by  a greaser,  became  drunk  and  stayed  all  night  with  him. 

In  the  morning  her  mother,  alarmed,  phoned  the  police  and  Krishna  in 
an  attempt  to  locate  her.  This  resulted  in  the  mother  agreeing  to 
let  Patricia  visit  Yorkville  at  any  time. 

Within  a month  after  her  first  visit,  her  school  attendance 
became  irregular,  but  she  kept  up  her  marks  and  finished  the  year. 

Her  mother's  re-marriage  was  postponed  and  Patricia  and  her  girl- 
friend became  estranged. 

Patricia  liked  singers  and  musicians  and  started  searching 
for  a bohemian  boyfriend.  She  found  her  first  job  working  as  a 
waitress  in  a restaurant  where  other  villagers  worked.  She  was 
proud  of  her  earnings,  "never  had  so  much  money."  She  slept  in 
the  restaurant  when  she  had  to  be  at  work  early  in  the  morning. 

She  prefers  that  her  mother  know  about  her  visits  to  the 
village.  She  claims  she  always  answers  truthfully  to  inquiries  by 
her  mother  and  relatives  concerning  her  activity  in  the  village. 

At  the  same  time  it  is  apparent  that  she  is  quite  evasive.  If  her 
mother  asks  her,  "What  is  the  matter?",  Patricia  says,  "Nothing," 
even  though  feeling  genuinely  depressed.  She  concludes  understanding 
does  not  exist  in  her  home  but  in  the  village. 

Within  her  first  month  of  visiting  the  village,  Patricia  had 
her  first  experience  with  drugs,  beginning  with  marijuana.  She 
became  popular  with  a small  group  at  school  who  liked  to  hear  of  her 
Yorkville  love  affairs  and  drug  experiences.  She  contacted  a boy 
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pusher  in  grade  11  and  started  going  to  his  house  for  pot  parties 
with  several  of  his  friends.  She  was  constantly  aware  of  the  neces- 
sity of  concealing  this  from  school  authorities.  Her  father  had  not 
been  advised  of  her  activities. 

Her  use  of  drugs  increased  and  she  takes  hash,  methedrine, 
(speed),  and  LSD,  She  has  graphically  described  her  experiences  while 
on  two  acid  trips,  and  we  present  these  in  her  own  words: 

"I  took  my  first  trip  at  home.  My  mother  was 

out  and  I was  alone.  I laughed  until  I got 

bored  with  laughing.  I sat  very  close  to  the 

television  and  got  involved  with  the  lines  on 

the  screen:  I kept  on  watching  them  as  they 

turned  red  and  green.  I got  scared,  but  it 

went  away  right  away.  It  was  a very  emotional  thing. 

I felt  like  I was  part  of  the  story. 

"I  turned  off  the  television  and  sat  in  front  of 
a mirror  and  watched  everything  I did.  It  was 
fascinating  - it  was  really  crystal  clear  - like 
a window.  But  I was  ugly  - ugly  - I got  scared 
and  moved  away. 

"Then  I saw  spots  on  the  window.  It  was  so  pretty, 
like  a fairyland  paradise.  It  was  all  blue.  I was 
really  happy  except  when  I looked  in  the  mirror.  I 
read  Dr.  Seuss  and  it  was  really  funny. 

"It  was  a good  trip  - really  funny.  It  lasted 
four  hours." 


"The  next  weekend  I took  some  more  in  the  village. 

It  didn't  hit  me  until  I went  into  the  subway. 

When  I saw  the  stairs  I said  I v/asn't  going  down 
those  stairs.  The  kids  with  me  took  me  down  one 
step  at  a time.  Then  somebody  yelled  'acid  in- 
digestion' and  I was  scared  out  of  my  mind.  I 
thought  those  stairs  would  never  end.  When  I got 
down  the  stairs  all  I could  see  were  the  lines  on  the 
hall.  The  kids  told  me  that  my  body  had  turned  to 
plasticene.  They  told  me  they  were  taking  part  of 
my  brains  and  throwing  them  away  in  an  old  transfer . 
Then  they  mouthed  words  and  I thought  I was  going  deaf. 

"I  saw  a guy  in  an  orange  coat  and  I said,  'Hey,  look 
at  that  man  with  the  orange  coat.'  I wasn't  embarrassed. 
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"I  went  down  the  'up'  escalator  and  then  I went 
home.  There  were  all  kinds  of  people  in  my  bed, 
talking  and  laughing.  I couldn't  sleep.  At  2:30 
a.m.  I said,  "O.K.  you  buggers,  I"m  getting  out." 

My  mother  came  in  and  asked  me  what  was  wrong.  I 
told  her  I was  0„K.  I was  really  tired  the  next 
morning  and  down  in  the  dumps , " 

Yorkville  offered  friendship  and  warmness  to  Patricia.  She 
was  lonely  for  a long  period  of  time  - partly  due  to  the  change  of 
living  area  and  separation  from  her  father.  Her  slight  inferiority 
complex  influences  her  manner  and  personality  in  such  a way  that  she 
surrounds  herself  in  an  aura  of  unapproachability  - she  is  shy  and 
quiet.  She  cannot  communicate  at  home. 

On  her  fist  visit  to  Yorkville  she  is  accepted  into  a group 
of  people  where  she  gets  a crush  on  a young  hippie  who  deserts  her 
the  following  week  for  her  girlfriend.  The  next  week,  out  of  a com- 
bination of  feelings  of  revenge  for  her  mother  who  plans  to  remarry, 
hard  feelings  for  the  former  hippie  and  also  her  girlfriend,  a need 
for  affection,  frienship  and  something  to  lose  hereself  in,  Patricia 
gets  drunk  and  spends  the  night  with  a "greaser". 

Although  these  events  are  connected  to  Yorkville  they  are  not 
especially  unique  to  it  - they  are  more  characteristic  of  adolescence. 
There  is  possibly  an  easier  accessibility  to  drugs  in  Yorkville.  The 
main  distinguishing  feature  of  Pat's  attraction  to  Yorkville  is  the 
freedom  to  be  accepted  for  oneself  which  does  not  necessarily  mean 
freedom  from  the  confusion  and  pain  of  adolescent  realities. 

Patricia  feels  that  she  has  begun  to  understand  people  more 
and  has  a better  control  over  her  emotions.  She  is  not  sentimental 
anymore . 

Her  plans  are  to  go  on  to  university  and  major  in  psychology 
or  the  languages. 


Jay  - A Motorcycle  Gang  Member 

Jay  was  born  in  a small  American  city,  the  eldest  of  a family 
of  eight  chilfren. 

His  mother  was  born  in  Poland  and  his  father  in  Hungary. 

Jay's  father  never  worked.  He  spent  a lot  of  time  polishing 
his  shoes,  made  sure  he  was  wearing  a clean  shirt,  often  having  to 
change  it  three  times  a day  (typical  behaviour  of  a "greaser").  His 
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father  gambled  and  held  an  interest  in  a beverage  room  His  mother 
works  regularly  and  is  deeply  concerned  about  her  children.  Jay 
was  often  beaten  by  his  father  for  very  minor  things,  for  example, 
not  eating  the  fat  on  his  bacon.  His  mother  would  cry,  try  to 
intercede  and  get  beaten  also. 

His  parents  separated  when  he  was  8.  Though  his  father 
visits  his  mother  from  time  to  time,  Jay  rarely  sees  him.  The  last 
time  Jay  saw  his  father,  Jay  beat  him  up  out  of  revenge  for  the  past. 
This  was  three  years  ago  and  he  hasn't  seen  him  since. 

At  school  Jay  got  average  marks.  He  never  did  very  well  but 
did  not  fail  until  grade  9.  At  this  time  he  was  going  to  a technical 
school.  He  had  been  involved  in  numerous  petty  crimes  with  a group 
of  other  fellows  from  the  same  school.  Jay's  memories  of  school 
centre  mostly  around  the  delinquent  acts  and  the  fact  that  he  didn’t 
get  along  very  well.  He  was  suspended  once  and  on  two  occasions 
sentenced  for  two  weeks  in  a local  boy’s  detention  home.  Jay's 
leaving  school  was  precipitated  by  fights  with  school  teachers. 

Soon  after  leaving  school  Jay  was  put  on  probation  to  his 
uncle.  His  uncle  had  always  been  interested  in  him  - but  set  strict 
but  fair  and  honest  rules  and  Jay  respected  them.  He  worked  for  his 
six  month  probation  period  but  he  now  compares  this  time  to  a prison 
term. 


When  Jay's  probation  period  was  over,  his  uncle  got  him  a job 
at  a steel  company  where  he  got  along  very  well.  After  learning  how- 
to run  all  the  machines  he  was  promoted  to  take  a six-month  drafting 
course  from  which  he  received  a certificate.  He  went  into  the  drafting 
department  but  wanted  to  work  outside  so  went  out  and  drove  the  cranes. 
When  he  learned  how  to  drive  the  biggest  one  he  drove  it  home  to 
show  his  mother  and  then  decided  to  drive  by  the  technical  school.  On 
the  way  there  he  got  the  crane  stuck  under  a bridge.  The  steel  company 
liked  Jay  so  much  that  he  didn't  get  fired  but  was  transferred  to 
construction.  He  enjoyed  the  danger  of  climbing  the  high  rigging. 

Jay  had  always  hung  around  the  "guys"  who  rode  motorcycles. 

One  New  Year's  Eve  a group  of  guys  who  owned  motorbikes  had  a party. 
Later  they  met  and  decided  to  form  a club.  The  club  is  well 
organized;  has  weekly  dues  which  go  into  a fund  for  bail  money  and 
parties . 


In  January  Jay  quit  his  job.  He  had  worked  there  for  five 
years.  "He  went  on  the  bum",  visiting  Yorkville  but  not  very 
interested  in  it.  He  decided  to  develop  a business  of  fixing  bikes 
and  cars,  and  constructing  fancy  racing  bikes.  He  became  very 
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successful  at  it.  His  adept  mechanical  skills  plus  his  traits  of 
extroversion  made  him  very  popular  with  the  motorcycle  group. 


Jay  was  worshipped  by  his  cousin  - the  son  of  the  uncle  who 
took  an  interest  in  Jay.  He  wanted  to  go  for  a ride  on  Jay's  bike  but 
his  father  didn't  want  him  to.  The  next  day  another  person  took  Jay's 
cousin  for  a ride  on  a motorbike  and  he  was  killed.  This  came  as  a 
great  emotional  shock  to  Jay,  He  recalls  hearing  comments  at  the  funeral 
home  - "I  thought  people  were  saying  that  they  would  expect  me  to  have 
been  killed  instead  of  this  nice  kid  because  I was  always  racing  around 
on  bikes . " 


Jay  became  very  depressed,  feeling  rotten  about  himself  and 
his  family.  He  quit  the  motorcycle  gang  and  went  to  Yorkville.  He 
also  went  through  what  he  calls  "a  depression";  he  had  no  money,  went 
barefoot,  had  no  place  to  stay  and  was  dirty  all  the  time.  His 
behaviour  was  almost  like  a penance.  His  stay  in  Yorkville  lasted 
about  one  year.  During  this  time  he  became  aware  of  Yorkville  as  a 
place  to  go,  a centre  of  activity  where  there  are  lots  of  "chicks"  - 
a place  to  meet  people. 


Later  Jay  got  another  job.  Once  again  he  did  very  well, 
demonstrating  his  ability  to  get  along  with  people  and  to  do  a good 
job.  He  was  drinking  excessively,  spending  more  and  more  money  on 
liquor  and  at  one  time  spending  more  than  he  was  earning.  He 
thought  of  himself  as  an  alcoholic  at  this  period  in  his  life.  He 
didn't  miss  work  but  was  often  late  because  of  a hangover.  During 
this  time  Jay  developed  gastric  distress.  He  became  increasingly 
unhappy.  There  was  a disagreement  between  him  and  his  boss  - Jay  felt 
that  he  had  been  unjustly  accused  and  tried  to  take  out  his  anger  on 
the  boss  physically,  resulting  in  his  being  fired. 


He  maintains  a close  relationship  with  his  family  taking  a 
big  brother  attitude.  On  one  occasion  he  told  a younger  brother  to 
"smarten  up"  and  if  he  is  good  Jay  will  give  him  a car. 


He  is  now  a member  of  the  motorcycle  gang.  He  makes  some  money 
by  doing  occasional  maintenance  work  on  motorcycles.  Although  Jay;s 
methods  of  income  seem  meagre,  he  claims  to  have  money  in  the  bank  and 
a number  of  luxuries.  Jay  admits  that  he  doesn't  enjoy  his  possessions 
and  seems  to  get  most  of  his  enjoyment  out  of  acquiring  them. 


Jay  doesn't  take  drugs  but  likes  to  drink  liquor  - he  doesn't 
think  that  the  members  of  the  motorcycle  group  take  drugs  much.  This 
is  not  only  typical  of  Yorkville  but  also  of  other  motorcycle  groups, 
especially  in  the  United  States,  He  told  stories  of  the  violence  and 
shooting  of  motorcycle  gangs  in  the  United  States.  His  gang  is  "glad 
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things  aren't  like  that  up  here.  Jay  doesn't  take  drugs  and  he  feels 
that  there  isn't  a move  towards  drug  taking  in  the  motorcycle  circle.  He 
is  comforted  by  the  knowledge  that  there  are  still  people  who  would 
’'rather  have  2 quarts  of  whiskey  than  a dime  bag  " 

He  boasts  that  "My  weakness  is  chicks."  He  prefers  big, 
busty  "pin-up"  type  girls  and  lots  of  them.  He  talks  freely  about 
his  club's  ’'gang  splashes’'  (where  several  members  have  intercourse 
with  the  same  girl,  one  after  another).  There  is  a good  deal  of 
talk  in  the  club  room  about  perverted  sexual  acts  carried  out  by 
various  members.  "Eating  a girl  out"  (male  sucks  the  female  genitals) 
is  not  uncommon.  Jay  leaves  a little  doubt  that  he  has  had  an  active 
and  varied  series  of  heterosexual  experiences.  He  sums  it  up:  I’ve 
read  two  books  in  my  life.  One  was  Errol  Flynn's  "My  Wicked,  Wicked 
Ways".  1 could  write  a wilder  book." 

Jay  was  brought  up  in  a semi-criminal  environment  and  as  a 
result  his  approach  to  the  world  appears  crude  and  brutal.  Fortunately, 
his  uncle  substituted  for  some  of  the  brutality,  a sincere  interest 
in  Jay.  He  gave  Jay  an  alternative  set  of  values,  an  alternate  model 
with  which  to  identify.  Consequently,  this  obviously  intelligent 
young  man  has  been  able  to  earn  dignity  and  respect  within  his  group 
His  relaxed  charm  mixed  with  concern  for  those  "on  his  side"  elicits 
admiration  for  him  even  as  he  stands  there  under  the  swastika  flag  in 
his  club  room.  In  his  own  dirty  and  bearded  way  he  projects  poise. 


Mike  - A Greaser 


Mike  is  20  years  old.  His  middle  European  parents  were  of  lower 
class  origin.  When  Mike  was  six,  he  and  his  mother  came  to  Canada  to 

meet  his  father.  Mike  was  a bully,  used  to  getting  what  he  wanted.  His 

father,  an  alcoholic,  demanded  a lot  but  Mike  wanted  to  be  his  own  boss. 

At  eight  Mike  hit  the  street  and  joined  a gang.  He  spent 

little  time  at  home.  By  the  time  he  was  twelve  he  had  started  licking 
corks  and  claims  to  have  been  an  alcoholic  by  the  age  of  fourteen. 

Mike  met  a man  who  studied  Zen.  He  interested  Mike  in  the 
spiritual  quests  of  the  east,  mainly  those  of  the  Zen  Buddhists. 

After  a very  hectic  Christian  upbringing  Mike  considered  himself  an 
atheist  but  in  spite  of  this  he  became  very  interested  and  impressed 
by  what  this  man  had  to  offer.  Besides  knowledge  Mike  gained  friend- 
ship and  companionship  which  he  never  had  with  his  father. 
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Mike's  mother  died  a few  years  ago  and  his  father  re-married, 
Mike  did  not  like  his  stepmother.  He  considers  her  more  creative 
than  his  mother  but  has  less  finesse. 

''School  was  an  unusual  place  to  be"  felt  Mike  so  he  spent  a 
lot  of  time  at  a coffee  house.  One  day  he  came  home  and  his  step- 
mother told  him  that  J«  Fo  Kennedy  had  been  killed.  This  was  a 
terrible  blow  to  Mike  - "hearing  this  was  like  being  kicked  in  the 
nuts,"  He  started  going  to  Yorkville,  finding  rest  and  quiet  in  the 
coffee  houses  listening  to  jazz  and  playing  chess.  He  became  involved 
in  a theatre  group. 

While  living  in  the  village  Mike  smoked  marijuana  for  the  first 
time.  He  and  his  girlfriend  had  just  broken  up  and  as  a result,  Mike 
said  that  he  was  paranoid  for  four  days. 

He  also  had  sexual  intercourse  for  the  first  time  in  the  village. 
He  doesn't  know  why  he  was  a virgin  till  17  - "I  didn't  want  to  be  but 
circumstances  were  such  that  I was." 

In  the  summer  of  1965  Mike  lived  on  the  West  Coast  for  a while 
and  claims  to  have  had  a different  girl  every  day.  He  returned  to 
Toronto  because  "money  is  easy  in  Yorkville." 

Mike  was  in  jail  for  the  first  time  at  18  having  been  arrested 
for  possessing  two  joints  of  marijuana.  He  was  sentenced  for  six 
months  definite  and  six  months  indefinite.  After  serving  five  months 
he  voluntarily  went  into  a mental  hospital  to  stop  taking  benzedrine. 

He  says  that  he  learned  a lot  from  jail  - "I  was  sent  to  jail  to 
learn  a trade  and  instead  I learned  bribing  and  stealing. " He  has 
been  in  and  out  of  jail  several  times  since. 

Mike  has  always  been  interested  in  Oriental  philosophy.  His 
clothing  consists  of  jeans  and  a turtle  neck  sweater,  with  bare  feet. 

He  is  a benzedrine  addict  - and  as  a result  has  needle  marks  in  his 
arm. 


Mike  has  never  been  legally  married  although  some  day  he  hopes 
to  be.  He  has  lived  common-law  a few  times  but  has  never  lived  with 
anyone  for  a long  period  of  time  as  there  was  always  a lot  of 
quarrelling.  He  has  had  nine  doses  of  venereal  disease.  As  a result 
of  his  promiscuous  sexual  relations  Mike  is  sure  that  he  is  the 
father  of  many  children  - all  of  which  are  a mystery  to  him. 

Mike  is  "trying  to  come  down  from  doing  a lot  of  speed"  and 
is  sick  every  day.  In  the  past  three  years  every  dose  of  crystal  and 
methedrine  he  has  taken  has  been  an  overdose.  He  claims  to  have  tried 
everything,  including  morning  glory  seeds.  His  favourite  "high"  is 
with  a mixture  of  hashish,  honey,  DMT  and  mescaline. 
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The  lack  of  unity,  the  confusion  and  chaos  within  Mike's  mind 
is  characterized  when  Mike  tries  to  express  his  thoughts.  For 
example: 


"People  take  drugs  because  they’re  fun." 

"You  need  drugs  when  there  is  a question  on  your 
mind  that  cannot  be  answered." 

"Drugs  are  a spiritual  quest." 

"It  is  a matter  of  choice  whether  you  take  alcohol 
or  drugs . " 

"Some  people  have  a hard  time  so  turn  to  drugs  and 
alcohol . " 

"Few  people  have  strength  and  courage  to  try  and 
make  it  in  this  world,  especially  the  western  world, 
without  taking  drugs." 

"I  have  no  wish  to  change." 

"The  villagers  are  escapists  from  reality." 

"What  is  going  on  in  the  village  is  a search  for 
peace,  meaning  and  identity." 

"People  are  looking  for  love  and  this  manifests 
itself  in  various  ways." 


XIII  THE  MEANING  OF  YORKVILLE 


The  general  aim  of  this  study  was  to  describe  the  symbolic 
and  material  culture  of  Yorkville.  The  major  approach  was  ethno- 
graphic, or  description  based  on  participant  observation  in  Yorkville 
itself.  It  is  generally  accepted  that  ethnographic  approaches  are 
meant  to  translate  a foreign  culture  into  terms  understandable  to 
those  of  another  cultural  tradition.  With  regard  to  general  utility, 
ethnographic  approaches  outline  relevant  or  important  questions  rather 
than  allowing  the  exact  test  of  hypotheses.  They  are  a strategy  of 
discovery  rather  than  of  proof.  To  some  extent  this  study  makes  some 
discoveries  about  Yorkville  and  raises  some  important  questions  which 
deserve  further  analysis  and  more  extended  observation.  Some  of 
these  questions  relate  to  the  cultural  diversity  of  Yorkville,  its 
small  population,  its  adolescent  focus,  the  vagueness  of  its  goals, 
its  superficiality,  its  emphasis  on  drugs,  and  the  encouragement 
which  it  gets  from  the  larger  society.  The  aim  of  this  section  is 
to  discuss  these  questions  and  to  outline  the  further  studies  which 
should  be  done  to  provide  a fuller  perspective, 

li ) Cultural  Diversity 

One  clear  conclusion  of  this  study  is  that  Yorkville  does  not 
represent  a monolithic  cultural  process.  It  is  better  termed  a 
"culture  area"  than  a subculture.  The  diversity  in  persons  who 
frequent  the  area  is  very  great  as  are  the  differences  in  their  back- 
grounds, current  behaviour,  philosophy  of  life,  and  attitudes  towards 
drugs  and  sex.  The  hippies,  weekenders,  greasers,  and  motorcyclists 
seek  and  find  rather  different  things  in  Yorkville,  Furthermore,  the 
interactions  among  the  groups  are  minimal  and,  on  occasion,  forced 
and  unfriendly.  Perhaps,  hippies  and  weekenders  have  the  closest  and 
most  amicable  associations.  Greasers  and  motorcyclists  tend  to 
associate  mainly  with  themselves  and  to  consider  the  other  two  groups 
as  different.  The  high  degree  of  cultural  diversity,  of  course, 
makes  cultural  change  a difficult  and  complicated  process  if  the 
larger  society  were  to  proceed  against  Yorkville  by  attempting  to 
change  the  ethos.  It  is  believed  that  this  is  the  first  occasion 
on  which  the  cultural  and  social  diversity  possible  in  supposedly 
"hippie"  subcultures  has  been  described.  The  importance  of  these 
other  elements  in  such  places  may  well  be  increasing,  as  it  is  in 
Yorkville,  and  future  ethnographic  studies  should  reflect  these  changes. 
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( ii )  Smallness  of  the  Hippie  Population 

Some  surprise  could  also  be  expressed  about  the  small  size  of 
the  resident  Yorkville  population.  Probably,  there  are  no  more  than 
300  hippies  involved,  together  with  about  a thousand  greasers  and 
about  two  hundred  motorcyclists.  Perhaps  the  hippie  population  is  the 
most  strikingly  small;  it  is  smaller  than  skid-row,  the  drug  addict, 
and  delinquent  populations  of  Toronto.  But  the  amount  of  interest  in 
Yorkville  expressed  by  news  media  and  people  in  general  is  very  great. 
Of  all  the  deviant  groups  mentioned,  none  attracts  so  many  tourists 
or  peripheral  members  such  as  the  weekender  group.  Many  aspects  of 
life  in  Yorkville  create  tremendous  curiosity  in  members  of  the  larger 
society.  The  elements  of  culture  that  are  most  attractive  are 
difficult  to  determine,  but  some  possible  attractive  features  can  be 
suggested . 


(iii)  Adolescent  Focus 


Perhaps  many  tourists  and  weekenders  are  attracted  to  Yorkville 
to  see  adolescent  rebellion  in  full  swing.  The  culture  as  a whole  is 
an  adolescent  one  with  almost  no  hippies  or  weekenders  older  than  22 
and  many  as  young  as  16  or  17.  Greasers,  and  especially  motorcyclists, 
tend  to  be  older  and  range  into  the  upper  twenties.  The  Yorkville 
culture  is  not  one  which  provides  for  its  members  from  birth  to  death  - 
its  participants  move  in  and  out  rapidly.  Almost  no  one  believed  that 
he  would  be  there  more  than  a few  years  and  no  one  intended  to  spend 
his  life  there.  When  full  time  jobs  were  taken,  marriage  was  contem- 
plated, or  pregnancy  occurred,  most  moved  out  because  the  adolescent 
frame  of  reference  cannot  tolerate  people  in  such  adult  roles.  Persons 
who  wish  to  be  family  members,  parents,  husbands,  or  bread-winners 
have  diff  iculty  maintaining  their  village  membership  unless  they  are 
motorcyclists.  Only  the  latter  seem  to  be  able  to  assume  some  adult 
roles  and  still  participate  in  Yorkville. 


( iv)  Vagueness  of  Goals 

By  some  criteria  the  goals  of  most  villagers  are  rather  vague 
and  negative.  The  exception  is  the  motorcyclists  whose  needs  to 
"booze,  fuck,  and  ride"  are  clear  enough  for  anyone  to  understand. 

Often  the  goals  of  the  villagers  boil  down  to  a general  "doing  their 
own  thing,"  which  usually  means  investigating  various  drug  effects, 
contemplating  eastern  religions,  and  engaging  in  frequent  sexual 
exploits.  Even  though  most  are  devoted  to  "doing  their  own  thing"  they 
are  subject  to  many  cultural  influences  and  group  pressures.  Extensive 
ethnographic  evidence  exists  to  show  that  many  people  in  Yorkville 
become  identified  with  groups,  take  up  group  norms  concerning  sexual 
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behaviour,  and  submit  to  group  pressures  to  use  or  not  use  certain 
drugs » "Doing  one's  own  thing"  suggests  that  Yorkville  should  be  a 
collection  of  people  with  completely  idiosyncratic  behaviour  patterns, 
but,  or  course,  it  is  not. 

Hippies,  weekenders,  and  greasers  stand  opposed  to  marriage, 
family  contacts,  jobs,  and  participation  in  economic  or  religious 
institutions;  but  it  is  difficult  to  find  out  what  they  stand  for 
except  in  rather  general  terms.  Their  rebellion  seems  to  lack  clearly 
stated  aims,  methods  of  approach,  and  the  means  of  correcting  the 
injustices  which  they  see.  Most  of  the  behaviours  associated  with 
"doing  their  own  thing"  are  more  escapist  than  practically  and 
reality  oriented.  Although  they  participate  in  an  adolescent  rebel- 
lion, its  nature  is  unfocused,  say,  in  comparison  with  rebellions  on 
college  campuses.  In  short,  it  is  difficult  to  say  what  sorts  of 
cultural  change  would  bring  the  villagers  out  of  their  rebellion. 


(v)  Superficiality 

It  is  difficult  to  resist  the  feeling  that  many  people  in 
Yorkville  pursue  their  goals  in  a superficial  fashion.  Books  are 
often  carried  but  rarely  read.  Eastern  religions  are  trifled  with  but 
their  dogmas,  rituals,  and  churches  are  ignored,  and  real  knowledge  of 
them  is  uncommon.  The  same  is  true  of  human  relationships.  Sexual 
partners  are  easily  taken  and  rejected  with  little  jealousy  expected 
or  shown.  Even  social  relationships  involve  the  concept  of  complete 
interchangeability.  "Crashing"  parties  and  residences  to  sleep  is 
customary,  and  one's  room-mates  may  change  every  night.  The  whole 
process  of  fast  movement  in  and  out  of  Yorkville  shows  that  human 
relationships  are  easily  made  and  broken.  The  goals  which  are  most 
relentlessly  pursued  are  emancipation  from  social,  economic,  and 
religious  institutions,  and  involvement  in  as  many  drug  experiences 
as  possible.  If  anything  can  be  learned  from  these  pursuits  it  should 
be  learned  first  in  Yorkville. 


( vi ) Phenomenology 

Speculation,  too,  is  interesting  about  the  subtle  differences 
in  ways  of  knowing  which  are  commonly  accepted  in  Yorkville.  In 
general,  there  is  a belief  in  naive  phenomenology  and  in  mystical  or 
accult  ways  of  knowing.  Naive  phenomenology  is  evidenced  by  the  view 
that  "one  can't  know  something  until  it  has  been  personally  experienced." 
There  is  extensive  belief  in  Zen,  Yoga,  and  meditations  as  ways  of 
gaining  knowledge  and  self  insight.  Mysticism  and  occultism  are  highly 
valued.  More  strangely  still,  horoscopes  are  often  consulted;  numer- 
ology and  astrology  are  also  popular  among  hippies.  There  is  no  belief 
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in  medical,  scientific,  or  intellectual  approaches  and  they  are  dis- 
cussed as  "doctor  games,"  "mind  games"  or  quackery.  Christian  theology 
and  ethics  are  also  rejected.  A good  deal  more  should  be  known  about 
the  various  hippie  approaches  to  phenomenology.  They  seem  completely 
at  variance  with  the  general  phenomenol  ogy  accepted  in  the  larger 
society,  although  comparative  studies  of  non-villagers  would  be  needed 
to  be  certain  of  this. 


(vii)  Drug  Taking 

Almost  any  drug  could  find  some  market  in  Yorkville  but  the 
preferred  drug  is  marijuana.  It  is  generally  believed  safe  and 
efficacious,  and  is  used  by  all  groups.  It  is  interesting  to  note, 
however,  that  alcohol  is  still  preferred  by  motorcyclists,  but 
heavily  disapproved  of  by  hippies  and  weekenders.  Carstairs  (1954) 
has  found  a similar  difference  in  two  Indian  cultures,  and  he  noted 
the  active  culture  drank  alcohol,  whereas  the  passive  one  took  marijuana. 
The  motorcyclists  try  to  convey  the  image  of  being  active,  aggressive 
people,  as  do  the  greasers,  and  it  could  be  predicted  that  they  would 
prefer  alcohol  and  reject  the  drug  of  the  passive,  dreamy  hippies. 
Procurement  of  drugs  seems  easy  and  a great  deal  of  time  is  spent 
in  getting  drugs,  recovering  from  their  effects  or  talking  about  the 
effects . 

Preference  for  drugs  certainly  exist  in  Yorkville,  but  there 
is  no  norm  of  moderation,  no  social  control  on  overindulgence  or 
abuse.  So  far,  there  are  no  indications  that  norms  of  drug  usage  are 
desired  in  Yorkville. 

It  could  be  claimed  that  living  in  Yorkville  is  like  being 
at  an  interminable  cocktail  party.  People  from  middle  class  back- 
grounds who  are  strangers  come  together  to  take  drugs  in  concert. 

While  there  they  indulge  in  superficial,  trifling  human  relationships. 

The  drugs  are  the  important  thing.  Some  sexual  by-play  may  take  place, 
but  if  solid  relationships  are  formed  people  have  to  leave  because 
the  situation  does  not  allow  for  intimacy.  In  general,  involvement 
is  minimal  and  once  people  get  fed  up  they  leave,  probably  never  to 
see  nor  hear  about  their  associates  again. 

(viii)  Successes  and  Failures  of  Yorkville 

In  many  ways  Yorkville  is  an  extremely  successful  experiment 
in  rebellion.  It  creates  for  many  who  seek  it  a feeling  of  freedom, 
emancipation,  and  the  ability,  finally  to  be  able  to  "do  their  own 
thing."  By  creating  norms  of  sharing  most  villagers  are  freed  from 
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the  necessities  to  work  regularly,  maintain  close  family  attachments, 
go  to  school,  or  support  families.  Not  having  to  do  these  things  means 
that  most  have  time  to  follow  their  interests  in  eastern  religions 
and  new  drug  experiences,  or  merely  talk  to  other  villagers.  The  lack 
of  time-consuming  commitments  which  take  one  away  from  self-exploration 
and  social  contacts  is  held  to  be  a virtue  in  the  village.  In  summary, 
Yorkville  has  many  attractive  features  as  a place  for  monastic  with- 
drawal, with  certain  secular  overtones;  it  must  be  appealing  to  many 
young  people  on  this  basis  alone. 

Some  aspects  of  life  in  Yorkville  are  less  successful  even  on 
the  inhabitants’  own  terms  The  amount  of  freedom  enjoyed  is 
circumscribed  by  police  surveillance,  the  presence  of  informers,  and 
by  breakdowns  in  the  sharing  arrangements.  People  were  often  hungry, 
tired  and  physically  debilitated;  almost  all  had  times  when  they  could 
find  nowhere  to  sleep.  All  types  of  drugs  are  not  always  available 
and  often  what  was  on  hand  was  adulterated  or  completely  ersatz.  Many 
persons  felt  that  their  drug  use  was  "scrambling  their  brains"  and 
making  it  difficult  for  them  to  re-enter  the  larger  society.  Yorkville 
provides  for  such  a small  segment  of  the  lives  of  its  inhabitants  that 
its  general  success  as  a culture  area  can  never  be  very  great. 


( ix)  What  is  Not  Known  About  Yorkville 


This  study  has  attempted  to  raise  and  provisionally  answer 
certain  questions  about  Yorkville  and  its  inhabitants.  However,  it 
has  probably  left  untouched  many  pertinent  questions.  There  is  no 
knowledge  of  the  long  term  effects  on  those  who  withdraw.  It  may  be 
that  they  become  liberated,  independent  people  who  come  to  "do  their 
own  thing"  in  the  larger  society,  or  the  long  term  result  may  be  less 
positive  for  them.  Also,  little  is  known  on  a first-hand  basis  of 
the  parents  of  various  types  of  villagers.  We  have  the  villagers' 
own  perceptions,  but  the  actual  processes  which  initiate  membership 
would  have  to  be  studied  in  more  direct  ways.  A last  general  need 
is  for  a detailed  historical  framework,  a social  history  of  the  area 
detailing  the  various  social  and  cultural  changes. 


(x)  Yorkville  and  the  Larger  Society 

Some  hard  things  have  been  said  about  the  meaning  of  Yorkville. 
It  should  be  pointed  out  that  Yorkville  could  not  develop  or  continue 
without  the  open  or  tacit  acceptance  of  the  larger  society.  All 
adolescent  rebellions  point  to  difficulties  in  the  larger  society  and 
it  is  interesting  to  speculate  about  what  these  difficulties  could  be. 
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In  the  past  the  period  of  adolescence  was  short,  but  our 
society  gives  youth  an  extended  period  of  adolescence.  It  is  hoped 
that  during  this  extended  period  a greater  education  can  be  obtained 
which  will  help  the  young  adult  to  cope  with  the  demands  of  our  changing 
technology.  The  paradox  of  the  extended  adolescence  is  that  there  is 
a greater  demand  on  the  educational  institutions  to  keep  pace  with  the 
technological  change.  When  these  institutions  do  not  keep  up,  the 
youth  is  made  to  feel  that  what  he  is  learning  is  not  relevant  to  the 
demands  on  him.  He  is  made  to  feel  that  he  has  no  real  skills  to 
help  him  cope  in  the  working  world.  His  feeling  of  inadequacy  leaves 
him  with  no  occupational  identity.  He  may  feel  that  it  is  necessary 
to  rebel  in  some  way  against  the  situation  and  against  the  existing 
educational  institutions. 

In  itself  the  failure  of  the  educational  institutions  has  not 
created  the  dilemmas  which  create  migration  to  Yorkville,  The  church 
has  also  failed  to  maintain  relevance  in  its  dealings  with  some  young 
people.  The  adult  society  has  shown  an  increasing  disillusionment 
with  the  religious  institutions  and  adolescents  have  also  turned 
elsewhere  for  a spiritual  identity.  While  many  of  the  Yorkville 
inhabitants  claimed  to  be  atheists,  they  try  to  find  a spiritual 
identity  in  less  institutionalized  religions  such  as  the  eastern 
ways  of  liberation.  There  is  a pressing  concern  for  the  development 
of  a life  philosophy  in  the  village  and  for  spiritual  identity. 

Many  villagers  emphasize  poor  communication  with  parents  as 
a reason  for  going  to  Yorkville.  The  family  is  supposed  to  help  the 
adolescent  to  find  his  personal  identity  as  an  autonomous  individual. 

The  pressures  of  the  family  have  increased  in  a technological 
society  which  exhibits  a large  degree  of  depersonalization.  Yet 
the  increased  educational  standards  of  the  youth  have  widened  the 
intellectual  gulf  between  parent  and  child.  Much  of  what  the  parent 
has  to  say  is  not  relevant  to  the  broader  interests  of  today's  youth. 

The  lack  of  communication  in  the  homes  referred  to  time  and  time 
again  by  the  villagers  left  the  adolescent  with  no  one  with  whom  to 
identify.  We  saw  that  the  Yorkville  cult  exhibited  tendencies  which 
verged  on  hero  worship.  Villagers  often  decorate  their  apartments 
with  posters  of  personalities,  most  of  whom  were  from  a time  long 
past.  The  regression  to  the  fantasies  and  hero  worship  of  childhood 
may  be  seen  as  a futile  attempt  to  find  the  identity  models  which 
were  lacking  in  the  home  life.  The  existing  institutions,  family, 
church,  and  schools,  have  failed  to  communicate  with  the  adolescent 
in  a way  which  they  find  meaningful  or  relevant. 

While  many  in  the  adult  world  look  at  the  Yorkville  experiment 
with  despair,  they  still  do  not  try  to  put  an  end  to  it.  Perhaps, 
Yorkville  is  allowed  to  exist  because  to  the  majority  of  straight 
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people,  the  hippie  movement  offers  no  real  threat  to  society.  The 
passive  nature  of  this  movement  and  its  emphasis  on  love  and  Peace 
stands  as  a direct  contrast  to  the  militancy  of  the  racial  violence, 
minority  dissent,  and  student  protests  in  the  North  American  society. 

The  very  introspection  and  passivity  of  the  hippie  movement  may  be 
seen  as  a welcome  change  from  the  violence  of  social  movements  which 
threaten  the  stability  of  the  community. 

It  seems,  though,  that  the  hippie  community  is  more  than 
tolerated.  The  straight  world  is  encouraging  and  perpetuating  the 
existence  of  the  hippie  ideals.  Yorkville  exists  as  a geographical 
entity  because  a number  of  merchants  decided  to  market  the  products 
of  an  idea  on  a street  named  Yorkville.  It  began  with  folk  music 
clubs  and  stores  which  sold  the  art  of  the  displaced  bohemian  community. 
After  the  ideas  of  the  hippie  philosophy  and  way  of  life  spread,  the 
straight  society  began  to  market  the  numerous  products  necessary  for 
the  hippie  style. 

The  media  devote  considerable  effort  to  spreading  the  hippie 
philosophy  and  to  the  marketing  of  the  products  of  the  psychedelic 
experience  such  as  music  and  op  and  pop  art.  The  straight  society  has 
parodied  the  hippies  in  their  acceptance  of  mod  style  in  types  of 
dress  and  ornamentation.  Even  advertising  has  begun  to  use  the  psyche- 
delic methods  to  create  product  appeal. 

It  could  be  surmised  that  the  Yorkville  experiment  is  encouraged 
because  the  hippie  ethos  has  a special  appeal  for  the  straight  world. 

The  adult  society  may  be  changing  slightly  because  of  the  association 
with  a viable  alternative  to  the  present  way  of  life.  The  concept  of 
work  in  the  protestant  ethic  is  being  challenged  as  leisure  time 
becomes  more  important.  The  straight  world,  while  not  accepting  a 
doctrine  of  non-work,  is  re-defining  the  position  of  work  in  the 
technological  age.  Also,  the  highly  idealistic  religious  view  of  the 
hippies  may  appeal  to  an  adult  world  disillusioned  by  the  present 
spiritual  life  in  society.  The  depersonalization  of  the  industrial 
and  corporate  structures  is  very  evident  to  the  adults  who  work  with 
these  systems.  The  humanistic  approach  in  the  hippie  philosophy  may 
help  the  straight  person  to  re-define  his  position  in  the  system.  Also, 
the  use  of  psychoactive  and  mood-modifying  drugs  is  increasing  in  the 
larger  society  and  many  may  feel  that  their  drug  use  does  not  fully 
differentiate  them  from  Yorkville  inhabitants. 
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APPENDIX 


acid 

acid  freak 

acid  head 
bag 

(to)  ball 
barnard 
(to)  bay 
beat 

(to)  beat 
blasted 

blotter 

(to)  blow  one's  mind 

blue  babies 

bread 

brown  acid 
(a)  bummer 
(to)  bummer 

( to ) burn 

burned 

busted 


GLOSSARY  OF  YORKVILLE  TERMS 

- LSD 

- a person  who  likes  LSD 

- a chronic  user  of  LSD 

- interest 

- to  have  sexual  intercourse 

- a person  who  "burns"  people 

- to  vomit 

- robbed 

- forcefully  obtain 

- reaction  to  drugs  - took  the  person 
into  a new  dimension  of  experience 

- a paper  blotter  soaked  with  LSD 

- to  break  with  one's  personal  reality 

- type  of  LSD 

- money 

- type  of  LSD 

- an  upsetting  drug  experience 

- to  take  drugs  but  not  to  achieve 
a reaction 

- to  sell  drugs  which  are  partially  or 
totally  adulterated  and  hence 
ineffective 

- to  have  bought  or  taken  an  ineffective 
drug 

- 1.  caught  by  the  law,  2.  penniless 


(i) 


(ii) 


butch 

- lesbian  who  plays  the  male  role 

cap 

“ capsule 

cat 

- cool  person,  good  person  v 

centre  shot 

- a target  for  ridicule  ) 

chick 

- a girl  m 

'in 

clap 

- gonorrhea 

coke 

- cocaine 

colours 

- the  identification  badge  or  crest  to 
show  membership  in  a motorcycle  gang 

(to)  come  down 

- to  feel  the  termination  of  a drug 

(to)  come  onto 

- to  approach 

(to)  con 

- to  trap 

control 

- the  ability  to  manage  a hallucinatory 
drug  experience  so  as  to  create 

a minimum  of  harm 

cool 

- confidence 

(to)  cool 

- to  control  life  situations 

cop 

- police 

(to)  cop 

- to  purchase  or  acquire 

(to)  cop  out 

- withdraw 

(to)  crank  up 

- to  inject  a needle 

(to)  crash 

- to  sleep  in  someone  else's  place 

crash  pad 

- a room  or  apartment  where  other  hippies 
are  welcome  to  sleep  (sometimes  rent  is 
shared  by  a group) 

crystals 

- a crystalline  form  of  methamphetamine 
(methedrine ) 

(to)  cup  up,  put  down 


- to  ridicule  a person  in  a superior  way 


(iii) 


D.  E.  T. 

- diethyl  triptamine,  a hallucinatory  drug 

dex 

- dextroamphetamine  sulphate 

(to)  dig 

- to  understand  or  like 

diggers 

- people  from  within  the  village  who 
assume  responsibility  of  providing 

the  essentials  of  life  to  the 

villagers 

dime  bag 

- $10  package  of  marijuana,  containing 

various  amounts 

D.  M.  T. 

- dimethyl  triptamine,  a hallucinatory 
drug 

(to)  do 

- to  take  a drug 

(to)  do  the  thing 

- to  engage  in  a specific  activity 

( to ) do  up 

- to  take  a psychedelic  or  psychoactive 
drug 

dope 

- any  drug 

( a ) down 

- a tranquilizer 

(a)  down  trip 

- a repulsive  experience,  usually  related 
to  drug- taking 

drag 

- too  slow  or  boring 

drag  queen 

- homosexual  male  who  adopts  the 

female  costume 

(to)  drop 

- to  take  orally,  to  ingest 

drugs 

- a term  used  to  express  any  kind  of 
chemical  compound  to  get  high;  both 
synthetic  and  others  such  as  marijuana, 
hashish,  opium,  etc. 

(to)  fink  out 

- give  information 

flashing 

- experience  of  drup-induced  periodic 
light  flashes 

flower  power 

- any  psychoactive  drug  that  is  smoked 

(to)  freak 

- to  have  hallucinations 

(iv) 


(to)  freak  out 

- to  lose  control,  to  become  psychotic 
usually  during  a drug  experience 

free  bees 

- hippies 

i 

frost 

- cooling  spray,  containing  freon,  a 
rare  gas o Inhaled  for  hallucinatory 

effects , 

fucked  up 

- mentally  unbalanced  - psychotic  neurotic 

fuzz 

- police 

gang  splash 

- sexual  intercourse  of  several  men  one 

after  the  other,  with  a single  woman 

gay  person 

- female  or  male  homosexual 

gearbox 

- a homosexual  male 

(to)  get  off 

- to  experience  the  onset  of  drug  effects 

(to)  get  the  wire 

set  - to  have  sexual  relations 

gigolo 

- man  who  depends  on  a woman  for  food, 
money,  etc, 
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glue 

- airplane  glue  Wii 

(to)  go  up 

- to  experience  the  onset  of  drug  effects 

grass 

- marijuana 

(to)  groove 

- 1.  to  enjoy  something,  2.  to  be  lost 
in  pleasant  thoughts 

groovy 

- appealing 

- heroin 

(to)  hack  it 

- to  cope  with 

hangup 

- personal  problems,  physical  or  emotional 
usually  caused  by  the  environment 

hash 

- hashish 

(a)  hassle 

- aggressive  acts 

(to)  hassle 

- to  irritate  or  harass 

(v) 

head 

- a member  of  the  drug  using  subcultures 
who  mainly  uses  hallucinogens 

heroin 

- an  alkaloid  prepared  from  morphine  by 
acetylization , A very  potent  narcotic 
drug 

high 

- a pleasant  exhilarated  mood 

horsemen 

- R.C.M.P. 

hung  up 

- to  be  mildly  or  severely  obsessed  with 

jay 

- a marijuana  cigarette 

joint 

- 1.  a marijuana  cigarette,  2.  domicile 

juice  head 

- one  who  likes  liquor 

ki  or  kilo 

- kilogram  of  marijuana 

laid  on 

- to  be  given  without  obligation 

lame 

- a person  poorly  adapted  to  his  social 

milieu 

(to)  lay  on 

- to  give 

leading  pusher 

- one  that  is  continuously  involved 
in  procuring  and  selling  drugs 

lid 

- about  $10  worth  of  marijuana,  the 
amount  varies 

low 

- depressed 

LSD 

- lysergic  acid  diethylamide,  an  extremely 
potent  synthetic  derivative  of  ergot 
with  hallucinatory  properties 

magic  mushroom 

- Psilocybe  Aztecorum  ( Teonanacatl , the 
"flesh  of  God")  and  other  mushroom 
varieties,  containing  psilocybin,  a 
potent  hallucinatory  drug 

(to)  mainline 

- to  inject  drugs  into  a vein,  usually 

in  the  forearm  near  the  elbow 

man 


- the  police 


(vi) 

marijuana 

- (more  often  spelled  marihuana)  popular 
name  for  the  dried  flowering  leaves  of 
Cannabis  sativa  or  hemp,.  Smoked  as 
cigarettes  to  achieve  relaxation  and 
euphoria 

mark 

- a gullible  person 

Mary  Jane 

- any  psychoactive  drug  that  is  smoked 

meth 

- methylamphetamine  products 

make 

- microgram  of  LSD  or  STP 

mind  bender 

- happening  or  individual  that  causes 
a change  in  perspective  or  opinion 

mind  game 

- to  mix  up  a person’s  thinking  by 
talking  to  him 

morphine 

- the  chief  narcotic  alkaloid  of  opium, 
processed  from  raw  opium„  A potent 
narcotic  drug 

narcs 

- officer  in  the  Narcotics  Department 
of  the  police 

nest 

- female  genitalia 

nickel-bag 

- $5  worth  of  marijuana 

(to  be)  nowhere 

- to  be  completely  lost  to  reality 

O.D. 

- overdose  of  any  drug 

off  the  branch 

- psychotic 

old  lady 

- a greaser  term  meaning  generally  a 
girlfriend 

old  man 

- a greaser  and  motorcycle  gang  term 
for  a boyfriend 

op  ium 

- the  air-dried,  milky  exudation  obtained 
by  incising  the  unripe  capsules  of 
Papaver  somniferum„  Used  as  a narcotic 

Orange  wagers 

- type  of  LSD 

ounce 

- $20  - $25  worth  of  marijuana 

(vii) 


o.z. 

- one  ounce  of  marijuana  or  hashish 

pad 

- living  accommodation 

peyote 

- the  cactus  Lophophora  Williamsii. 

Contains  mescaline,  a potent  hallucinogen 
Parts  of  the  cactus  are  cut  and  dried  and 
are  called  "peyote  buttons"  or  "mescal 
buttons"  and  are  ingested  for  their 
hallucinatory  effects 

pilgrim 

- a person  who  uses  drugs 

pink  ozzy 

- a type  of  LSD 

pink  wafers 

- a type  of  LSD 

plastic  persons 

- people  who  want  to  be  hippies  but 
refuse  to  become  totally  involved 

pot 

- marijuana 

pot  head 

- one  who  uses  marijuana  frequently 

purple  ozzy 

- type  of  LSD 

purple  wedge 

- a type  of  LSD 

pusher 

- a person  who  buys  and  sells  drugs 

(to)  put  on 

- to  make  fun  of  somebody,  to  mislead 

(to)  put  out 

- to  sell  drugs 

(to)  put  through  changes  - to  alter  another  person's  perspective 


to  "blow  his  mind" 

quack 

- a medical  doctor 

(to)  rap 

- to  talk  and  discuss 

righteous 

- anything  that  is  honest  or  good 

roach 

- the  marijuana  cigarette  butt 

roll  a joint 

- to  make  a cigarette 

scattered 

- driven  out  of  one's  mind  distracted 

schmeck 


heroin 


( viii) 


senior  citizen  “ 3-  member  of  the  square  society 

(to)  shack  up  - to  live  with  a girlfriend  or  boyfriend 

(to)  shoot  or  shoot  up  “ to  inject  (intramuscularly  or  intravenously 


shrink 

- psychiatrist  or  psychologist 

shrink  works 

- any  location  (office  or  hospital  ward)  where 
a psychiatrist  or  a psychologist  works 

smack 

- heroin 

(to)  smoke 

- to  use  marijuana  or  hashish 

snow 

- cocaine 

speed 

- any  stimulant 

speeds 

- cops 

speed  freak 

- an  abuser  of  stimulants 

splasher 

- a girl  who  will  cooperate  in  gang 
splashing 

square 

- a normal  or  straight  person 

stash 

- a place  where  drugs  are  hidden 

stoned 

- a pleasant  reaction  to  drugs 

STP 

- 2,  5-dimethoxy-4-methyl-amphetamine 
a hallucinatory  drug 

straight 

- representing  the  norms  of  society 

Stramonium 

- Jimson-weed  or  Thornapple,  Datura  stramonium 
an  annual  plant  of  the  nightshade  family 
growing  wild  in  most  parts  of  the  U.S.A. 

All  parts  contain  belladonna  alkaloids 
(hyosciamine , atropine,  scopolamine, 
hyoscine)  in  varying  proportions.  Mainly 
the  seeds  are  ingested  for  hallucinatory 
effects.  Very  toxic 

strung  out 

- suffering  from  withdrawal  symptoms 

stuff 


- any  psychoactive  drug 


H 


( ix) 


tab 

- a tablet 

toke 

- a puff  of  smoke  through  a cigarette 

travel  agent 

- illicit  drug  distributor 

trip 

- a hallucinogenic  experience 

(to)  turn  around 

- to  alter  one's  opinion  or  perspective 

(to)  turn  on 

- to  experience  sensual  phenomena, 
mostly  with  the  help  of  drugs 

turned  on 

- involved  with 

up  tight 

- being  very  tense,  anxious,  emotionally 

constricted 

vags 

- vagabonds,  a motorcycle  club 

vibrations 

- the  psychosocial  atmosphere,  good  or 
bad,  the  feeling  of  empathy 

village  pigs 

- women  living  in  the  village  who  are 
unusually  promiscuous 

(to)  vipe 

- to  overuse  drugs 

(to  be)  wasted 

- to  be  partially  or  fully  incapacitated 
by  drug  use 

where  it's  at 

- where  you  meet  like-minded  people, 
where  you  feel  secure 

white  lightning 

- a type  of  LSD 

wig 

- a psychotic  person 

(to)  wig  out 

- to  have  a psychotic  experience 

wiped  out 

- a strong  high 

wired 

- addicted  or  drug  dependent 

works,  kit 

- hypodermic  syringe  or  eye  dropper 
used  to  inject  drugs 

(a)  wrong 

- a police  adviser 

zonked 


unconscious 
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